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BOOK III. 


C:HAFP'TER 6 
AN APPLICATION, _ 


ECILIA, upon her return home, 
heard with ſome ſurpriſe that Mr. and 
Mrs. Harrel were by themſelves in the draw- 
ing room; and, while ſhe was upon the 
ſtairs, Mrs. Harrel ran out, calling cagerly, 
* that my brother? ? 
| Before ſhe could make an anſwer, Mr. 
Harrel, in the ſame impatient tone, ex- 
claimed, © Is it Mr. Arnott ? 

*©No: 4 ſaid Cecilia, did, you expect 
him ſo late?” Exp dect kim Ves,“ an- 
ſwered Mr. Harrel, . I have expected him 
the whole evening, and cannot e 
what he has done with himſelf,” 

1 abominably provoking,” faid Mrs. 

2 of Harrel, 


W + 


Harrel, that he ſhontd be out of the way 


juſt now when he is wanted. However, I 
dare ſay to-morrow will do as well.” 
don't know that,“ cried Mr, Harrel, ; 
fy Reeves is ſuch a wretch that I am ſure le 
will give me all the trouble in his power.“ 
Here Mr. Arnott entered; and Mrs. 


Harrel called out 0 brother, we have 


been diſtreſſed for you cruelly; we have 
had a man here who has plagued Mr. Har- 
rel to death, and we wanted you ſadly to 
ſpeak to him.” 

<< I ſhould have been very glad,” ſaid cok 
Arnott, © to have been of any uſe, and 
haps it 1s not yet too late; who is the man! * 

= IX” "cried My. Harrel, careleſsly, 


* only a fellow from that raſcally taylor 


who has been ſo troubleſome to me lately, 


He has had the impudence, becauſe I did 


not pay him the moment he was pleaſed to 
want his money, te put the bill into the 
hands of one Reeves, a gtiping attorney, 
who has been here this eveniſſg, and though 
proper to talk to me pretty freely. I can 
tell the pentlcmah 1, ſhall not eafily forget 
his 0 however, 8 really wiſh 
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Arhott.” 
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1 dant Kno och 36 d, Blie's i 
mount up before one is Aware thoſe fel- 


. lows 
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lows charge ſuch copfounded ſums for ta 
and buckram ; 1 hardly know what I _ 
had of him, and yet he has run me up a bil 
of between three and four hundred pound.” 
Here there was a general lilence ;” till 
Mrs. Harrel Jaid © Brother, can't you be ſo 
good as to lend us the money ? Mr. Harrel 
ſays he can pay it again very ſoon.” - 

„O yes, very ſoon,” ſaid Mr. Harrel, 
« for I ſhall receive a great deal of money 
in a little time; I only want to- ſtop this 
fellow's mouth for the preſent. “ 

*« Suppoſe I 80 and talk with him? 2 
ſaid Mr. Arnott. | 
O, he's a brute, 2. ſtock! p rigs Mr. 
Harrel, * ' on nothin g. butthe money wall ſa- 


might as dl talk to a ſtone. 

Arnott noly. Jooked OR AiftreC- 
ſed; but upon his. ſiſter's warmly preſſing 
him not to. 1 e any time, he gently ſaid, 
If this perſon will but wait a week or 
two, I ſhould be gxtremely lad, for really 


juſt now I cannot take up ſo much money, 
without ſuch. particular loſs and inconveni- 


. that I hardly know ho to do jt ;— 
but yet, if he wil not. be PEAS If muſt 

certainly have it. 

_< Appeaſed * by cried Mr. Harrel, &« you 

might as well appeaſe the ſea in a ſtorm ! ! he 
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13 ard as iron,” 


6 6KC1LY A. 


Mt. Arnott then, forcing a ſmile, though 
 evidelly in much uneaſineſs, fad he would 
not fail to raiſe the money che next morn- 
ing, and was taking his leave, when Cecilia; 
ſhocked” that ſuch tenderneſs and &60d-na- 
ture ſhould be thus groſsly impofed upon, 
haſtily beg edꝭ to ſpeak with Mrs. Harrel, 
and taking! er irit6 another room, ſaid,” 41 
beſeech you, my dear friend, let not your 
worthy brother ſuffer by bis generoſir 
permit me in the preſent exigence to a if 
Mr. Harrel : my having uch a ſum, ad- 
vanced can be of no confequience;;” but I 
ſhould grieve, indeed that Tint trother, 
who ſo nobly underſtands ak uſe of money, 
ſhould take it up at any particular difad- 
Vanrage.””* - 

« You are vaſtly ki kind,” ſaid Mrs. Har- 
rel, and I will run and ſpeak to them 
about it: but which ever of you lends i 
money, Mr. Harrel has aſſured'me he hall 
pay it very ſoon.” * * 

She then returned with the propdaticd, 


Mr. Arnott ſtrongly oppoſed it, but Mr. 


Harrel ſeemed rather to prefer it, yet ſpoke 
lo confidently « of his ſpeedy payment, that 
he appeared to think it 4 matter of little 
importance from which he accepted it. A 
generous conteſt enſued between Mr. Ar- 
nott and Cecilia, but as ſhe was very earneſt, 
ſhe at length prevaileg, and ſextled to go 


herſelf ; 
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herſelf the next morning into the City, in 
order to have the money advanced by Mr. 
Briggs, who had the management of her 
fortune entirely to himſelf, her other guar- 
dians never interfering 1 in the executive 0 
of her affairs. 

This arranged, they all resin. + 

And then, with encreaſing Konten 
Cecilia reflected upon the ruinous levity of 
Mr. Harrel, and the blind ſecurity of his 
wife; ſhe ſaw in their ſituation danger the 
moſt alarming, and in the behaviour of 
Mr. Harrel ſelfiſhneſs the moſt inexcuſ- 
able; ſuch glaring injuſtice to his credi- 
tors, ſuch utter inſenſibility to his friends, 
took from her all wiſh of aſſiſting him, 
though the indignant compaſſion with which 
ſhe ſaw the eaſy generoſity of Mr. Arnott ſo 


frequently abuſed, had now, for his take ; 


merely, induced her to relieve him: 
She reſolved, however, as ſoon as the pre- 
ſent difficulty was furmounted, to make 
another attempt to open the eyes of Mrs. 
Harrel to the evils which ſo apparently 
threatened her, and preſs her to exert all 
her influence with her hufband, by means 
both of example and advice, to retfench his 
expences before it fnould be abſolutely too 
late to ſave him from ruin. 
She determined alſo at the ſame time that 
ſhe applied for the money requiſite for this 
A 4 | debt, 
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debt, enough for diſcharging h 
own bi ae WY erp and 3555 — 
execution her plan of aſſiſting the Hills. 

The next morning ſhe aroſe early, and 
attended by her ſervant, ſet. out 7 — the 
houfe of Mr. Briggs, purpoſing, as the wea- 
ther was clear and i frofty,. to walk through 
Oxford Road, and then put herſelf into a 
chair; and hoping to return to Mr. Har- 
rel's by the uſual hour of breakfaſt. 

She had not proceeded far, before ſhe 
faw a mob gathering, and the windows of 
almoſt all the houſes filling with ſpectators. 
She deſired her ſervant to enquire what this 
meant, and was informed that the people 
were aſſembling to ſee ſome. malefactors paſs. 
by in their way to Tyburn. 

Alarmed at this intelligence from the fear 
of meeting the unhappy criminals, ſhe haſ- 
tily turned down the next ſtreet, but found 
that alſo filling with people who were run- 
ning to the ſcene ſhe was trying to avoid: 
encircled thus every way, ſhe applied to a 
maid ſervant who was ſtanding at the door 
of a large houſe, and begged ſeave to ſtep 
in till the mob was gone by. The maid 
immediately conſented, and ſhe waited here 
while ſhe ſent her man for a chair. 

He ſoon arrived with one; but juſt as ſhe 
returned to the ſtreet door, a 2 entleman, 

e, 


who was haſtily entering the hou ſtanding 
back 
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choſe officious offers Foy did f 
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cannot. ſti gage; inſtan cried the, 
Weng dawn b. c 2 e the crowd 
ul prevent t e chair —— aing on., 
Will you not firſt, faid be, handing 
pad in, © tell me What news. vou have 
heard? n 
Nen be repeated he, © No, I haye 
hear none l 
Tou will only, then, lau 


at me for 
well to re- 
Jeet ?“ bes | 
I know not hat offers you mean! 

They were indeed ſuperfluous, and there- 
fore I wonder not you have forgotten them. 
Shall J tell the 2 whither to go? 7 

* To Mr. Briggs. But I cannot ima» 
gine what you. — 

To, Mr. Briggs.“ repeated he, . 0 
live for ever F rench beads and Briſto) 
ſtones ! freſh offers may perhaps be. 25 
there, impertinent, otro, and uſcleſs as. 
mine * | 
He then told. her. ſervant the direction, 
and, making his bow, went into the houſe 
ſne had juſt quitted. 

Cecilia, extremely ES by. this ſhort, 
but unintelligible converſation, would again 
have called upon him to explain his mean- 
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irn 
ing,” bur found the crowd ncreaſing ſo falt 
that ſhe could not venture to rain*the 
chair, which with difficulty made its way to 
the adjbining ſtreets: but her ſurptiae at 
what had paſſed ſo entirely occupied her, 
that when ſhe" ſtopt at the hou e of Mr. 
Briggs, ſhe had almoſt forgotten what had 
brought her thitler Ti) 
The foot-boy, who came to the door told 
her that his maſter was at home, t not 
well. mate 
She deſired he might be waa that 
ſhe wiſhed to ſpeak to him upon buſineſs, 


and would wait upon him again at any hour 
when he thought he "ſhould be able to ſee 


er. e. 
The boy Aturbed wich an Aer chat ſhe c 
might call again the next week. t⸗ 
Cecilia, knowing that ſo long a delay d 
would deſtroy all the kindneſs of her inten- k 
tion, determined to write to him for the te 
money, and therefore went into the parlour, 3 
and deſired to have pen and ink. a f 
The boy, after making her wait ſome ſh 


time in a room without any fire, brought i ſh 
her a pen and a little ink in a broken tea 


cup, ſaying * Maſter:begs you won't ſpirt in 
it about, for he's got no more; and all our fir 
blacking* s as good as gone.“ 1 9 Pe 
* Blacking ?” repeated Cecilia; co 
« Yes, Miſs; —_ Maſtet's ſhoes are th 


blacked, 
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Cecilia promiſed to be careful, but de- 
fired him tõ fetck her a ſneet of paper. 
Law, Miſs,“ eried: the boy, with a 
grin, I dare ſay maſter*d-as ſoon give you 
a bit of his noſe ! howſever, I' go ax,” 

In a few minutes hetagain returned, and 
brought in his hand a! flate and a blgckHead 
pencil; Miſs, oried hey Maſter ſays how 
you may write upon chis, for be ſuppoſes 
you've no great matters to fay,?. ?“ 

Cecilia, much aſtoniſned at this extreme 
parſimony, was obliged to conſent, but as 
the point of the pencil was very blunt, deſir- 
ed the boy to get her a knife that ſhe might 
cut it. He obeyed, but ſaid Pray Miſs, 
take care it ben't known, for maſter don't 
do ſuch a thing once in a year, and if he 
know'd I'd got you the knife, he'd go nigh 
to give me a good polt of the head“. 

Cecilia then wrote upon the ſlate her de- 

fire to be informed in what manner ſhe 
ſhould ſend him her receipt for 600. which 
ſhe begged to have inſtantly advanced. 
Tpbe boy came back grinning, and hold- 
ing up his hands, and ſaid, Miſs, there's a 
fine piece of work up ſtairs! Maſter's in a 
peck of troubles; but he fays how he'll 
come down, if you'll ſtay till he's got his 
oo 1 
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Does he keep his bedg:then? Lipges 
have not made him riſe ?” „ Ant of 
No, Miſs, he don t keep hjs bed, only 
he muſt- get ready, for he wears no great 
matters of cloaths when he's alone. You 
are to know, Miſe,” lowering his voice, 
that that day as he went abroad with our 
__ 's cloaths-0n, he comed home in ſich a 
2 — ſee l I believe ſomebody d 
but 


nocked him in the kennet ; ſo does Moll; 

t ꝓou ay a Lteld you-!-He's been 

ſpecial bad ever ſince. Moll and I was as 

glad as could be, becauſe! he's ſo plaguy 

tharp; for, to let you know, Mis, he's fo 
near, it's partly a wonder how he lives at 

all: and xt he's, worth 4 power” of _ 


tod v3.0 

e Weil, well,” faid Cecilia, not . 
* to encourage his forwardneſs, if 1 
want any thing. Fll call for you.“ 

The boy, eve glad to tell his tale, 

went on. ii S119 
Our Moll won't ſtay with hin aboyen 
week- longer, Miſs, eres ſhe ſays ho-w ſhe 
can't get noching to eat, but zjuſt ſome old 
ſtinking ſalt meat, that's ſtayed in the but- 

cher's ſhop ſo long, it would; make a horſe 
ſick to look at'it. But Moll's pretty nice; 
howſever, Miſs, to let you know, we don't 
get a fal meal ſo often as once a quarter ! 


why this laſt week we ha'n *t had*nothing - 
a 
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| beard, of many days growth, was lo 
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all hut. me dx 2 ſo you 
may think, Miſs, weire kept pretty arp 

He xa e by, hearin ing, Mr. 
Briggs com down the {tairs, upon, which, 

bay ing, off his complaints, be 
held up his finger to his noſe token of 
ſecrecy, and ran haſtily into the kitchen, 

The appearance of Mr., Briggs was by.no 
means rendered more attractive by illaeſs 
and negligence- of dreſs. He had on, 
flannel gown and night cap; his a 
grim, and upon his noſe and one of his 
cheeks was a large patch of brows paper, 
which, as he entered the n . n on 
with both his hands. 5 

Cecilia made many apologies. fon hoving 
diſturbed him, and fn civil. enquiries 
concerning his health, - 

« Ay, ay,” cried he, — © bad 
enough: all along of that tru maſ- 
querade; wiſh I had not gone | Fool for 
my pains,” +. 6.1 1 26 

* When were ye taken ill Sir? - 292 

« Met with an accident; got a fall, 
broke my head, like to have. loſt. my wig. 
Wiſh — maſquerade at old Nick! thought 
it would coſt nothing, or would not —— 


gone. Warrant ſha'n't get me ſo oon c 
another! ? 


Did you fall in going home, Sir; AY 5 
| "_ Y, 


face! off pops 


enn 


A iy; Plump in the kennel” could 
hardly —— 7 felt myſelf a going, 


was afraid. to tear hy hs; knew the 
raſcal would falee me pay for them, fo by 
Holding u phe old ſack, come bolt on my 
my wig; could not tell what 
to db alf 48 dark as pitch!“ TDT _— 
. Id. not you- call For help Dπν , 

NO ôby but ſcrubs, Knew "they 
would not help for nothing. 2:Serawked out 
as Teould, gtoped about for my wig; found 


It at Jalt, alf ſouſed in the mud; ftuck to 
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my head like Turner's cerate.“ 
1 d hope, then, "you You imo! an hack- 
ney-LoachÞ”- . 0 
What for 3 2 to make things Side 
Was not bad enough, 1 7 ?—mult pay two 
7 $ beſide??? 


ou got home, Sir?” _ 

„How? why wet as muck ; my head 
all bumps, my cheek all cut; my noſe big 
as two! forced to wear a plaiſter; half 
ruined in vinegar. Got a great cold; 
me ima fever; never been welt ſince. 

„ Bit have you had no advice, Sir? 
ſhould not you ſend for a phyſician 7 T 


„ What todo, hay ? fill me with jallop? 


ean-get it myſelk, can't T? Had one once; 


was taken very bad, thought ſhould have 
page off ; began to flinch, ſent for the doc- 
tor, 


- 


* But how did you find yourſelf when 2 


er VIV e A 
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is 


Nr, ＋ hut alex KH ect unt 
See ut fourth'Viſtt2 und Re net 
Leder — — t won't have rid 


. 8 ; 
more!” itte 5 138 2N8VDS 01 307 | 


Then perceiving upon te table ume duſt 
from the black 12 . N hat's ne ud 


Wann y e 
pencil Wifff t . "wer ene 
its the boy | deſerves te be HorkeiwRipp 
give Birks: 2 good! Rr: e 
77 :Ceeilinlimmediiteby cleared? bit! by ac 
know ledging ſhe had herſelf been the. cuE 
rit. O aol. 4:1 19 A u en 
_ Ay, ay,” cried he, © thought᷑ a mE 
all the time guefſed ow ir was ; nothin 
but ruin and "waſte; +  feridin for money, 
nobody knows why ;* waiitih G65 whit 
to do? throw it in the dirt? Never heard 
the like t Sha'n't have it, Promiſe” you that,” 
nodding his head, * tha 't have no- ſuch 
thing!“ 19990: STOLITIILS TH 8 Dis Ar 111 
„ Sha'n't have it?“ * ad Cecilia, much 
ſurpriſed, „hy not, St.-? „ 
Keep it for your huſband; get you 
one ſoon: won't have no juggling. Don't 
be in a-: hurry; one in my eye.. 
Cecilia then began a very catheft<es 


tulation, aſſuring fim ſhe Nee agate] 6 the 


money, for an 'oceaſion which weed not 
admit of delay. 
Her — however, he w 


diſregarded, — her that girls — no- 
1 


ae 


Muſt, muſt,” cried he, © can't help 


EGI DHA 
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ect; Winch 3E3 that ohggwes 
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for them. TIS 1325 1. 

% No, no, ja 1 £6 end? em: back, 
that's beſt; keep no ſuch rubbiſh, won't 
turn to account ; do better Without 'em.“ 

„That, Sir, will be impoſſible, for-J 
have had. them ſome time, and cannot ex- 
por che bookſeller to take them again: 


himſelf; olad to have em too Ate but A 


minor, can't be made Pay a farthing,” 


1 555 Cecilia 


hear off ——— 10 0 f 
90 058 ee naked) Let L 
1 Cecilipyas both proyoked an - 
ed by by.: 3: xefylal- ſo - nexpeſted, and as tie ll *” 
2 he. hexſelf bound n. honour tp My ll 7 
| e not to make known the motive of MI © 
r ufgency, e was for ſome time totally * 
Glenced : till reeollecting her account with al 
the bookſeller, ſhe determined to reſt her Pe 
plea .upon that, perſuaded” that he could tu 
not, at leaſt, deny her N to * hep 21 
own bills. 8 CT. 
2 heard her, however, with, the utmoſt | ba 
contempt; Books i * he gried,.* Wade BY 17 
you. want with books ?.do no goed z, all 10 0 
time; words get no caſh. 5 the 
She informed him his adwonitions: * my 
now too late, as ſhe: had already received OW, 
them, and muft therefore dr pay at 
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Cecilia with my indignation: heard ſi 
fraud recommended, and told him ſhe cou 
by no means conſent to follow his 2170 
But ſhe ſoon found, to her utter amaze- 
ment, that he ſteadily 9 Fo 555 give, her 


F any. other, 12 ta beſtow th arten: 
6 r 


tion upon; her ex Fre 5 ſays 
ing 2 her Th e left 75 nohle 7 92 
and he would take care to ſee it put in pro- 
per hands, by getting her a good. and; BG 
ful huſband. 

I have no intention, 122 hh Sir, 
SN 
eſtate left me by my uncle; on 4 
ry, I hold them facred, mY thir the con 
bound in conſcience, never to. live beyond 
them: but the 10,000]. bequeathed me by” 
my Father, 1 regard. as more, peculiarly my 
pwn property, and cher ebe 125 „Wyſelf 
at liberty to diſpoſe at a 

cc What,” cried. 3 * 248 ks if 
over to a ſerubby bockſeller Nve it up for 
an old pot- hoo? no, no, won't ſuffer it; 
ſna'n't be, ſha'n't be, FLARE you 71 
ſome books, go to Moorf 
roh at an old ſtall 3, 170 bl e gr 
Pence a- piece; dear enough, t 

Cecilia for ſome time — 4 he was mere- 
y indulging his ſtrange and ſordid humour 
by an oppoſition that was only intended to 


f eie her; but ſhe ſoon found herſelf ex- 


tremely 


peremptorily telling her ſhe did not know 
What ſhe wanted, and therefore Houle not 


Klled her, was doubled by the ſhame and 


Milt: endeavouring to ſerve them, but could 


16 EDIT ES... 1 
tremely miſtaken: he was immoveable i in 
obſtinacy, as he was i e in avarice; 
he neither troubJed himſelf with enquiries 


nor reaſoning, but was contented with re- 
fuſing her as a child might be refuſed, by 


have what ſhe aſked. 
And with this anſwer, after all chat he 
could urge, ſhe was' compelled to leave the | 
houſe, as he complained that his brown | 
paper plaiſter wanted freſh dipping in vine- | 
ar, and he could ſtay talking no longer. 
The diſguſt with which this behaviour 


concern of rg to che Harrels with |} 
her promife unperformed; The deliberated 
on every method that occurred to her of 


fu ft nothing, except t to prevail 
u = 2A e her favour. 
She the office of ſolicita- 
tion to fo haughty a man, but, having no 
other expedient, her 7 ughance. gave way | 
to her ge „ and ſhe ordered the chair- 
men to cafry ker Firo St, 4 2 5 
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N D Ae at the door of his Fathers 
houſe, and juſt afcending t the ſteps, he 
perteived young Delvile. rr peter 
* Again!” cried he, handirig } het our of 
the chair, * ſurely fone good ger dius is 4 at 
work or me this morning!“ 2 8 
She told him she mopld not Nr cal- 
led o early, How e WAY ach ualgted on 

the late hotirs of Mrs. Delvile,” but 1 Fa 

Si, or 


merely meant up K With h 1 

two minutes, u een b 

= © He artefided Ter Ras)" ng 
me wis in hafte, Went Hinmelf with ner es 
gage to die 'Pelyite; and 1 bh the 
ich an anſwer thit he ws c val upon Key 


. s de een 
The e ſpeeches he had made to Ref 


when they rf met inthe: ogg fk Ye- 
curring to her _ Wie — COLL 
r 


have therh'e Pen nd ih At 
to the ſub) zoos Neri 'the difägr 5 
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ſhe was ſtanding up to avoid the fight of 
the condemned malefactors. 
Indeed?“ 


0 9 E O Ib E 


Indeed?“ cried he, in a tone of voice 
ſomewhat incredulous, and was that the 
purpoſe for which you ſtood up?“ 

« Certainly, Sif ;—what {other could! 
have ?” 1 

None, ſurely.) * aid he, ſmiling, * but 
the accident was ſingularly opportune.” . 

- © Opportune ? cried Cecilia, ſtaring, 
60 © how Es ri is 1285 ſecond time 
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ecilia, who hear eſe e _ 


3 


unfeigned ER Jooked at him with 
W the utmoft engernets for an expPlattatibn. 
bs you fo much wonder,” he = 4 
WT tinved, © that 1 ficuld have hoped 
z Beverley to have ſeen ſome deviation Fr 
W ſuch rules? and have expected more open- 
neſs and candour in a y young, lad dy who has 
given ſo noble a proof” of the lberaliry of 
her. ming and. onderftanditig?® : 
= < You amaze me beyond” theafure ! = 
W cried ſhe, „ what rules, What candour, 
WW what liberality, do you mean??? 
= < Muft1 Deak yet more plainly? and if 
I do, will you bear to hear me? 
« Indeed 1 ſhould be extremely glad if 
you would Bie me leave to "unnderſtang 
ou.” | 
F ”— And * tell you What has charmell | 
me, as well as what 1 haye preſumed. to 
1 wonder 1 
n .< You may tell me any things, if you, with 
1 but be lefs np Reriend e 

1 * Forgive then the fratikhets x ou invite, 
and let me acknowledge l 10 greatly 
1 honour the. nobleneſs our conduct 
3 FE: as” you are by e p ulent 15 
Wthe ſplendid, Glace * a endance, 
— 2 Y unto Flies by authbrity, b leſt by nature 
22h I: with all That. 18 7 25 dle ſituation wi 


and act ſo diſintereſtedly, ſhould not be 3 
affected in. ſincerity ? Why ſhould. ſhe be 4 


ST. 
cried Cecilia, wit 


e Strang e indeed, od py the, © for.not q 
one of 04 can I comprehend ! of 3 


e- 


them all! T ſcarce know myſelf what urged WM 
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1 1 = ? cried Celis 20 Tis for- 
ar any further enquiry, for the ang I 
ear, dhe leſs 1 ander tand. 78 

Pardon me, then,“ cried he if NE 9 
I return, to my firſt queſtion : 2 2 is it 
that a young lady who can think ſo nobly, 


uniformly great, ſimple in truth, and un- 


thus guarded, where 2% Or would do 
her ſo much honour ? Why bluſh in owning i 
what all others may bluſh in envying ?” 
Indeed you pol ng me intolerably ;” 1 
6 ſome vexation, Why, A 
Sir, will you not be more explicit FR . 4 
And why, Madam,” returned he, with i 
a laugh, would you tempt me to be more 
impertinent ? have I not ſaid ftrange things 4 
already: 22 Y 


Pardon, then,” cried he, © and forget to a 


me to ſay them, but I began inadvertent] tly, 


without intending to go on, and 1 have 


—— 


2 n CIS 3 oe” EX i * A 
o — ky "3's 1 28 . WEST Ye, 6 0 
E r 3 


roceed eded n . knowin ng 
Cr w to ſtop. The fault, however, is ulti- 


mately your own, for the ſight © of y you creates 


an inſurmountable defire to converſe. with 


ou, and your converſation * ropenſity 
3 ei to take ſome e in 
your welfare.“ _ 
He would then have chang d the dif: 
courſe, and Cecilia, aſhamed - of preſſing 
him farther, was for ſome time ſilent; but 
when one of the ſervants came to inform 
her that his maſter meant to wait upon her 
directly, her unwillingneſs to leave the mat- 
ter in ſuſpence induced her, ſomewhat ab- 


IF ruptly, to ſay, Perhaps, Sir, you are 


thinking of Mr. Belfield ?” 
* A happy conjecture!ꝰ cried he, but 


ſo wild a one, I cannot but maryel how it 


ſhould occur to ou! 1 

„ Well, Sir,” ſaid ſhe, ] muſt ac- 
knowledge I now underſtand your meaning; 
but with reſpe& to what has given riſe to 
it, I am as much a ſtranger as ever.” 


The entrance of Mr. Delvile here claſed 
the converſation. 


He began with his uſual oftentarious 


1 apologies, declaring he had ſo many people 


to attend, ſo many complaints to hear, an 


'H ſo many grievances to redreſs, that it was 
impoſſible for him to wait vpn her ſooner 


an 


Irs 
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and concerned to be ſuſpected at all. An 
attack ſo earneſt from almoſt any other 
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and not without difficulty that he waited 


upon! her i now. II. 
Mean 


time his ſon almoft immediately 
fetiled: and Cecilia, inſtead of liſtening to 
this harangue, was only Sing herſelf 
with conjectures upon what had juſt paſſed. 
She ſaw that young Delvile concloded ſhe I 
was abſalutely engaged to Mr. Belfield, 
and though ſhe was better pleaſed that any 4 
uſpicion ſhould fall there than upon Sir 
Raben Floyer, ſhe was yet both provoked 


perſon could hardly have failed being very 
offenſive to her, but in the manners of 
young Delvile good breeding was ſo hap- | 
pily blended with frankneſs, that his free- 6 
dom ſeemed merely to.reſult from the open- Wn 
neſs of his diſpoſition, and even 1n its yery Wit! 
act Jleaded its own excuſe. and 
er reverie was at length interrupted by i | 
Mr. Delvile's deſiring to know in what he thin 
could ſerve her. Bc 
She told him The had preſent occaſion for # 
6007. and hoped, he would not object to voy 
her taking up that, ſum, 'Þ 
7 © SIE, hundred pounds, ſaid he, after De aa 
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ſome deliberation, 0 88 rather An extraor- 9 nto. 


Soy demand, for 4 young lady in your 1 ; hat 


vo Vo 
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you have yet no houſe, no equipage, no 
eſtabliſhment; your expences, I ſhould 
imagine, cannot be very great 

- He ſtopt, and ſeemed weighing her re- 
queſt. = EG | 
Cecilia, ſhocked at appearing, extrava- 
gant, yet too generous to mention Mr. 
= Harrel, had again recourſe to her book- 
ſeller's bill, which ſhe told him ſhe was 
W anxious to diſcharge. 

A bosckſeller's bill?“ cried he; “ and 
do you want 600. for a bookſcller's 
bill?“ 3 | 
No, Sir,” ſaid ſhe, ſtammering, © no, 
3 —not all for that, —I have ſome other—I 
have a particular occaſion ——” 

« But what bill at all,” cried he, with 
much ſurpriſe, ** can a young lady have 
2 with a bookſeller ? The Spectator, Tatler 
and Guardian, would make library ſufficient 
or any female in the kingdom, nor do I 
Sr: hink it like a gentlewoman to have more. 
heſides, if you ally yourſelf in ſuch a 
manner as I ſhall approve and recommend, 
Hou will, in all probability, find already 
Zgcollected more books than there can ever 
e any poſſible occaſion for you to look: 
Into. And let me counſel you to remember 
Hhat a lady, whether fo called from birth 
er only from fortune, ſhould never degrade 
you Vor. II. * herſelf 


T0 * 
_— 
—_— 
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; 


 cECEDUFA 


herſelf by being put on a level with writers, F 
and ſuch fort of people.“ 0 
Cecilia thanked him for his advice, but \ 
confeſſed that upon the preſent occaſion it y 
came too late, as the books were now 
actually in her own poſſeſſion. | 
And have you taken,” cried he, « ſuch a 


a meaſure as this without conſulting me ? 
I thought I had aſſured you my opinion 
was always at your ſervice when you were 
in any dilemma.” 
_ « Yes, Sir,“ anſwered Cecilia; “ but I 
knew how much you were occupied, and 
wiſhed to avoid taking up your time.” 
e I cannot blame your modeſty,” he 
replied, © and therefore, as you have con- 
tracted the debt, you are, in honour, bound | 
to pay it. Mr. Briggs, however, has the 
entire management of your fortune, my 
many avocations obliging me to decline ſo 43 
laborious a truſt ; apply, therefore, to him, 
and, as things are ſituated, I will make no ix 
oppoſition to your demand.” 3 
„ J have already, Sir,” Gald: Cecilia, 1 
* ſpoke to Mr. Briggs, but —“ 1 
„ You went to him firſt, then?“ inter- 
rupted Mr. Delvile, with a look of much 
diſpleaſure. 1 
„ was unwilling, Sir, to trouble you 
till I found it unavoidable,” She then 1 
8 | _ acquainted 


cn ⏑ FA: * 
acquainted him with Mr. Briggs's refuſal, 
and entreated he would do her the fa- 
vour to intercede in her behalf, that the 
money might no longer be denied her. 


Every word ſhe ſpoke his pride ſeemed 
riſing to reſent, and when ſhe had done, 


ch after regarding her ſome time with apparent 
s © indignation, he ſaid, 7 intercede ! I be- 
on come an agent!“ 9 

ere Cecilia, amazed to find him thus vio- 
| lently irritated, made a very earneſt apology 
t 1 for her requeſt; but without paying her 
ind any attention, he walked up and down the 


room, exclaiming, “an agent! and to 


he Mr. Briggs !—This is an affront I could 
G never have expected ! why did I degrade 
and myſelf by accepting this humiliating office? 
the 1 ought to have known better!“ Then, 


turning to Cecilia, © Child,” he added, 
for whom is it you take me, and for 
2 what ?” | | | as 
Cecilia again, though affronted in her 
turn, began ſome proteſtations of reſpect; 
but haughtily interrupting her, he ſaid, 
* If of me, and of my rank in life you 
judge by Mr. Briggs or by Mr. Harrel, I 
may be ſubject to propoſals ſuch as theſe 
every day; ſuffer me, therefore, for your 
better information, to hint to you, that the 
head of an ancient and honourable houſe, 
med is apt to think * ſomewhat ſuperior 
4 2 to 


28 e 


to people but juſt riſing from duſt and 


obſcurity.” 
Thunderſtruck by this imperious re- 


| proof, ſhe could attempt no further vindi- 
cation; but when he obſerved her con- 


ſternation, he was ſomewhat appeaſed, and 
hoping he had now impreſſed her with a 
proper ſenſe of his dignity, he more gently 
ſaid, << You did not, I believe, intend to 
inſult me.” 

& Good Heaven, Sir; no!” cried Ce- 
cilia, ©* nothing was more diſtant from my 
thoughts: if my expreſſions have been 
faulty, it has been wholly from ignorance.” 

„Well, well, we will think then no 
more of it.” 

She then ſaid ſhe would no longer detain 
him, and, without daring to again mention 
her petition, ſhe wiſhed him good morning. 


He ſuffered her to go, yet, as ſhe left 
the room, graciouſly ſaid, * Think no 


more of my diſpleaſure, for it is over: I 
ſee you were not aware of the extraordinary 
thing you propoled, I am ſorry I cannot 
poſſibly aſſiſt you; on any other occæꝭ ſion 
you may depend upon my ſervices; but 
you know Mr. Briggs, you have ſeen him 
yourſelf, —judge, then, how a man of any 
faſhion is to accommodate himſelf with 


E 


ſuch a perſon ! 
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Cecilia concurred, and, courtſy ing, took 
her leave. 
„Ah! thought ſhe, in her way home, 
how happy is it for me that I followed 
the advice of Mr, Monckton! elſe I had 
ſurely made intereſt to become an inmate of 
that houſe, and then indeed, as he wiſely 
foreſaw, I ſhould inevitably have been over- 
whelmed by this pompous inſolence ! no 
family, however amiable, could make 
amends for ſuch a maſter of it, 
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Ws An ADMONITION. 


* THE Harrels and Mr. Arnott waited iſ 
: the return of Cecilia with the utmoſt i 
impatience, ſhe told them with much con- 
cern the failure of her embaſſy, which Mr. 
Harrel heard with viſible reſentment and 
diſcontent, while Mr. Arnott, entreating | 
him not to think of it, again made an offer 
or his ſervices, and declared he would diſ- 
regard all perſonal inconvenience for the | 
pleaſure of making him and his ſiſter eaſy. 

Cecilia was much mortified that ſhe had 
not the power to act the ſame part, and 
aſked Mr. Harrel whether he believed his 
own influence with Mr. Briggs would be 
more ſucceſsful. YF 

% No, no,” anſwered he, © the old 
curmudgeon would but the rather refuſe. 
I know his reaſon, and therefore am ſure i 
all pleas will be vain. He has dealings in 
the alley, and I dare ſay games with your 
money as if it were his own. There is, 
indeed, one way — but I do not think 

you would like it though I proteſt 1 

hardly 
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hardly know why not — however, "tis as 
well let alone.” 

Cecilia inſiſted upon hearing what he 
meant; and, after ſome heſitation, he hinted 
that there were means by which, with very 
lictle inconvenience, ſhe might borrow the 
money. 

Cecilia, with that horror natural to all 
unpractiſed minds at the firſt idea of con- 
tracting a voluntary debt, ſtarted at this 
ſuggeſtion, and ſeemed very ill diſpoſed to 
liſten to it. Mr. Harrel, perceiving her 
repugnance, turned to Mr. Arnott, and 
faid, © Well, my good brother, I hardly 
know how to ſuffer you to ſel] out at ſuch 


| a loſs, but yet, my preſent neceſſity is fo 
urgent 


33 


Don't mention it,” cried Mr. Arnott, 


I am very forry I let you know it; be 
certain, however, that while 1 have any 


thing, it is yours and my ſiſters.“ 
The two gentlemen were then retiring 
together; bur Cecilia, ſhocked for Mr. 


| Arnott, though unmoved by Mr. Harrel, 


ſtopt them to enquire what was the way by 
which it was meant the could borrow the 
money ? 

Mr. Harrel ſcemed averſe to anſwer, 


but the would not be refuſed , and then ke 
mentioned a Jew, of whoſe honeſty he had 
made undoubted trial, and who, as ſhe was 


. 2 


: 
r 


e 


to take up. 


ſo near being of age, would accept very 
trifling intereſt for whatever ſhe ſhould like 


The heart of Cecilia cated at the very 
mention of a Few, and taking up money upon 
intereſt; but, impelled ſtrongly by her own 
generoſity to emulate that of Mr. Arnotr, 
ſhe agreed, after ſome heſitation, to have 
recourſe to this method. 

Mr. Harrel then made ſome faint denials, 
and Mr. Arnott proteſted he had a thouſand 
times rather ſell out at. any diſcount, than 
conſent to her taking ſuch a meaſure; but, 
when her firſt reluctance was conquered, all ce 
that he urged ſerved but to ſhew his wor- 
thineſs in a ſtronger light, and only en- 
creaſed her deſire of ſaving him from ſuch 
repeated impoſition. 

Her total ignorance in what manner to 
tranſact this buſineſs, made her next put it 
wholly into the hands of Mr. Harrel, whom 
ſhe begged to take up 600. upon ſuch 
terms as he thought equitable, and to 
which, whatever they might be, ſhe would 
ſign her name. | 

He ſeemed ſomewhat ſurpriſed at the 
ſum, but without any queſtion or objection 
undertook the commiſſion: and Cecilia 
would not leſſen it, becauſe unwilling to do | 
more for the {ecurity of the luxurious Mr. 
Harrcl, than for the diſtreſſes of the labo- 
rious Hills, 
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ry Nothing could be more ſpeedy than the 
ke execution of this affair, Mr. Harrel was di- 

Ws ligent and expert, the whole was ſettled 
cry Wl that morning, and, giving to the Jew her 
pou bond for the payment at the intereſt he re- 
wn MF quired, the pur into the hands of Mr. Har- 
"tt, rel 350 / for which he gave his receipt, and 
ave ſhe kept the reſt for her own purpoſes. 

4 She intended the morning after this tranſ- 
als, action to ſettle her account with the book- 
and ſeller. When ſhe went into the parlour to 
nan 1 | breakfaſt, ſhe was ſomewhat ſurpriſed to 
ut, Bl ſce Mr. Harrel ſeated there, in earneſt diſ- 

all courſe with his wife. Fearful of interrupting 

or- a tet à tete fo uncommon, ſhe would have 
en- retired, but Mr. Harrel, calling after her, 
uch 8 ſaid “O pray come in] I am only tellin 

2 Priſcilla a piece of my uſual] ill luck, You 
- to MW muſt know I happen to be in immediate 
it it want of 2col. though only for three or four 
10m days, and I ſent to order honeſt old Aaron 
uch to come hither directly with the money, but 
to it ſo happens that he went out of town the 
duld moment he had done with us yeſterday, and 

will not be back again this week. Now I 
the don't believe there is ancther Jew in the 
tion kingdom who will let me have money upon 
cilia Wy the fame terms: they are ſuch notorious 
o do raſcals, that I hate the very thought of em- 
Mr. P ploying them.“ 
abo- Cecilia, who could not but underſtand 

Þ B 5 : what 


_— :. 
M4 
: K <5 
. B38 
= ay 7 
| 6 Oo 52 
1 D 1 
— 1 
SS 
PEE. 
= Re: 
: E 
* + 


24 r 
what this meant, was too much diſpleaſed 
both by his extravagance and his indelica- 
cy, to feel at all inclined to change the de- 
ſtination of the money ſhe had juſt receiv- 
ed; and therefore coolly agreed that it was 
unfortunate, but added nothing more. | 
On is provoking indeed,” cried he, 
« for the extra-intereſt I muſt pay one of 


thoſe extortioners Is abſolutely ſo much 


money thrown away.“ 

Cecilia, ſtill without noticing theſe hints, 
began her breakfaſt. Mr. Harrel then ſaid 
he would take his tea with them : and, 
while he was buttering ſome dry toaſt, ex- 
claimed, as if from ſudden recollection, 
8 Lord, now I think of it, I believe, 
Miſs Beverley, you can lend me this money 
yourſelf for a day or two. The moment old 
Aaron comes to town, I will pay you.” 
Cecilia, whoſe generoſity, however ex- 
tenſive, was neither thoughtleſs nor indiſ- 
criminate, found ſomething ſo repulſive in 
this groſs procedure, that inſtead of aſſent- 
ing to his requeſt with her uſual alacrity, 
ſhe anſwered very gravely that the money 
ſhe had juſt received was already appropri- 
ated to a particular purpoſe, and ſhe knew 

not how to defer making uſe of it. 
Mr. Harrel was extremely chagrined by 
this reply, which was by no means what he 
expected; but, toſſing down a diſh of tea, 
he 
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he began humming an air, and ſoon reco- 
vered his uſual unconcern. 

In a few minutes, ringing his bell, he de- 
fired a ſervant to go to Mr. Zackery, and 
inform him that he wanted to ſpeak with. 
him immediately. 

« And now,” ſaid he, with a look in 
which vexation ſeemed ſtruggling with care- 
leſsneſs, © the thing is done! I don't like, 
indeed, to get into ſuch hands, for 'tis hard 
ever to get out of them when once one be- 
g1ns,—and hitherto I have kept pretty clear. 
But there's no help for it—Mr. Arnott can- 
not juſt now aſſiſt me — and ſo the thing; 
muſt take its courſe. Priſcilla, why do you 
look ſo grave?“ 1 2H 

am thinking how unlucky it is my 
Brother ſhould happen to be unable to lend 
you this money.” 

* O, don't think about it; I ſhall get 
rid of the man very ſoon I dare ſay—lI hope 
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A ſo, at leaſt I am ſure I mean it. _ 

* Cecilia now grew a little diſturbed; ſhe. 
looked at Mrs. Harrel, who ſeemed alſo- 

5 uneaſy, and then, with ſome heſitation, ſaid 

od Have you really never, Sir, employed this 

i man before??? 

| ** Never in my life: never any but old 

5 Aaron. I dread the whole race; I have a 

4 fort of ſuperſtitious notion that if once I get 


into their clutches, [ ſhall never be my own 
B 6 man 
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man again; and that induced me to beg 
your aſſiſtance. However, tis no great 
matter.” 

She then began to waver ; ſhe 83 there 
might be future miſchief as well as pre- 


{ſent inconvenience, in his applying to new 
uſurers, and knowing ſhe had now the pow- 


er to prevent him, thought herſelf half cruel 


in refuſing. to exert it. She wiſhed to con- 
fult Mr. Monckton, but found it neceſſary 
to take her meaſures immediately, as the 
Jew was already ſent for, and mult in a few 
moments be either employed or diſcarded. 
Much perplext how to act, between a 
deſire of doing good, and a fear of encou- 
raging evil, ſhe weighed each fide haſtily, 
but while {till uncertain which ought to 
preponderate, her kindneſs for Mrs. Harrel 
interfered, and, in the hope of reſcuing 
her Wand from further bad practices, ſhe 
ſaid ſhe would poſtpone her own buſineſs for 
the tew days he mentioned, rather than ſee 


him compelled to open any new account 


with fo dangerous a ſet of men. 

He thanked her in his uſual negligent 
manner, and accepting the 200 J. gave her 
his receipt for it, and a promiſe ſhe ſhould 
be paid in a week. 

Mrs. Harrel, however, ſeemed more grate- 
ful, and wich many embraces ſpoke her ſenſe 


of this friendly * nature. Cecilia, happy 


from 
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from believing ſhe had revived in het ſome 
ſpark of ſenſibility, determined to avail 
herſelf of ſo favourable a ſymptom, and en- 


ter at once upon the diſagreeable taſk ſhe 


had ſet herſelf, of repreſenting to her the 
danger of her preſent ſituation. 
As ſoon, therefore, as breakfaſt was done, 


and Mr. Arnott, who came in before i it was 


over, was gone, with a view to excite her 


attention by raiſing her curioſity, ſhe beg- 


ged the favour of a private conference in 
her own room, upon matters of ſome 1 im- 
portance. 

She began with ning that the friendſhip 
in which they had ſo long lived would make 


her pardon the liberty ſhe was going to take, 


and which nothing leſs than their former in- 
timacy, joined to ſtrong apprehenſions for 
her future welfare, could authoriſe ; ** But 


oh Priſcilla PP ſhe continued, with open 


eyes to ſee your danger, yet not warn you 
of it, would be a reſerve treacherous in a 
friend. and cruel even in a fellow-creature.?” 


« What danger?” cried Mrs. Harrel, 
much alarmed, do you think me ill? do 


1 look conſumptive 7 . 


** Yes, conſumptive indeed !” ſaid Ceci- 

lia, but nor, I hope, in your conſtitution.” 

And dn. with all the tenderneſs in her 

power, ſhe came to the point, and conjured 

her without delay to retrench her c_— 
5 an 
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and change her thoughtleſs way of life for 
one more conſiderate and domeſtic. 


* 


Mrs. Harrel, with much ſimplicity, a: 


fured her ſhe did nothing but what every body 
elſe did, and that it was quite impoſlible for 


her to appear inthe world in any other manner. 
«* But how are you to appear hereafter ?”? 
cried Cecilia, © if now you live beyond 


your income, you mult conſider that in time 
your income by ſuch depredations will be 
exhauſted.” : 


* But I declare to you,” anſwered Mrs. 
Harrel, I never run in debt for more 
than half a year, for as ſoon as I receive my 
own money, I generally pay it away every 
ſhilling : and ſo borrow what I want till 
pay day comes round again.” 

« And that,” ſaid Cecilia, ſeems a 
method expreſsly deviſed for keeping you 
eternally comfortleſs : pardon me, however, 
for ſpeaking ſo openly, but I fear Mr. Har- 
rel himſelf muſt be even ſtill leſs attentive 
and accurate in his affairs, or he could not 


ſo frequently be embarraſſed. And what 


is to be the reſult? look but, my dear 
Priſcilla, a little forward, and you will 


tremble at the proſpect before you !” 


Mrs. Harrel ſeemed frightened at this 
fpeech, and begged to know what ſhe would 
have them do ? 

Cecilia then, with equal wiſdom and 

| friend- 


EVTTLED © 
friendlineſs, propoſed a general reform in 
the houſhold, the public and private ex- 
pences of both : ſhe adviſed that a ftriet 
examination might be made into the ſtate of 
their affairs, that all their bills ſhould 
be called in, and faithfully ' paid, and 
that an entire new plan of life ſhould be 
adopted, according to the ſituation of their 
fortune and income when cleared of all in- 
cumbrances. „ - 

+ Lord, my dear!” exclaimed Mrs, 
Harrel, with a look of aſtoniſhment, *© why 
Mr. Harrel would no more do all this than 
fly! If I was only to make ſuch a propoſal, 
I dare ſay he would laugh in my face.“ 

* And why?“ 

*© Why?—why becauſe it would ſeem 
ſuch an odd thing—it's what nobody thinks. 
of—though J am ſure J am very much ob- 
liged to you for mentioning it. Shall we go 
down ſtairs? I think I heard ſomebody 
come in.“ | 

* No matter who comes in,” ſaid Ceci- 
lia, „reflect for a moment upon my pro- 
poſal, and, at leaſt, if you diſapprove it, 
ſuggeſt ſomething more eligible.“ 

O, it's a very good propoſal, that I 
agree,” ſaid Mrs. Harrel, looking very 
weary,” but only the thing is it's quite im- 
poſtible,”? TY 

« Why 


= ETEECT. FF & 
8 Why ſo? why is it impoſſible 2”? 
* Why becauſe—dear, I don' t know — 
but I am ſure it is.” 
* But what is your neo] What mares 
you ſure of it ?” 
„Lord, I can't tell but I know 1 it is— 
becauſe I am very certain it is.“ | 
Argument ſuch as this, though extreme- 


1y fatiguing to the underſtanding of 3 


had yet no power to blunt her purpoſe : 
warmly expoſtulated againſt the after; 
of her defence, ſtrongly repreſented the 
Imprudence of her conduct, and exhorted 
her by every tie of juſtice, honour and diſ- 
cretion to ſet about a reformation. 

„Why what can | do?” cried Mrs. 
Harrel, impatiently, “one muſt live a little 
like other people. You would not have me 
be ſtared ar, I ſuppoſe; and I am ſure I 
don't know what I do that every body elſe 
does not do too.” 

* But were it not better,” ſaid Cecilia, 
with more energy, to think leſs of other 
people, and more of yourſelf ? to conſult your 
own fortune, and your own ſituation in life, 


inſtead of being blindly guided by thoſe of 


"other people? It, indeed, other people would 
be reſponſible for your loſies, for the dimi- 
nution of your wealth, and for the diſorder 
of your affairs, then might you rationally 

make 


SEC LIM Mo 
make their way of life the example of yours: 
but you cannot flatter yourſelf ſuch will be 
the caſe; you know better; your loſſes, 
your diminiſhed fortune, your embarraſſed 
circumſtances will be all your own |! pitied, 
perhaps, by ſome, but blamed by more, 
and aſſiſted by none!“ 

Good Lord, Miſs Beverley * cried 
Mrs. Harrel, ſtarting, * you talk juſt as 
if we were ruined !” 

« 7 mean- noc- that,” replied Cecilia, 
ce but I would fain, by pointing out your 
danger, prevail with you to prevent 1n time 
ſo dreadful a cataſtrophe,” 

Mrs. Harrel, more affronted than 
alarmed, heard this anſwer with much 
diſpleaſure, and after a ſullen heſitation, 
peeviſhly ſaid, I muſt own I don't take 

it very kind of you to ſay ſuch frightful 
things to me; I am ſure we only live like 
the reſt of the world, and 1 don't fee why 
a man of Mr, Harrel's fortune ſhould live 
any worſe, As to his having now and 
then a little debt or two, it is nothing but 
what every body elſe has. You only chink 
it ſo odd, becauſe you a'n't uſed to it: but 
you are quite miſtaken if you ſuppoſe he 
does not mean to pay, for he told me this 
morning that as ſoon as ever he receives his 
rents, he intends t6 diſcharge every bill he 
has in the world. 15 — 
ve 
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J am very glad to hear it,” anſwered 


Cecilia, and I heartily wiſh he may have 
the reſolution to adhere to his purpoſe. I 
feared you would think me impertinent, 
but you do worſe in believing me unkind : 

friendſhip and good-will could alone have 
induced me to hazard what I have ſaid to 
you. I muſt, however, have done; though 
I cannot forbear adding that I hope what 
has already paſſed will ſometimes recur to 
you.“ 


They then ſeparated; Mrs. Harrel hatf 


angry at remonſtrances ſhe thought only 


cenforious, and Cecilia offended at her pet- 
tiſhneſs and folly, though grieved at her 


blindneſs. 
She was ſoon, however, recompenſed for 


this vexation by a viſit from Mrs. Delvile, 


who, finding her alone, ſat with her one 


time, and by her ſpirit, underſtanding and 


elegance, dim pated all her chagrin. 
From another circumſtance, alſo, ſhe re- 


ceived much pleaſure, though a little per- 


plexity; Mr. Arnott brought her word that 


Mr. Belfield, almoſt quite well, had actually 
left his lodgings and was gone into the 
Count 


She now half ſuſpected that the account 


of his illneſs given her by young Delvile, 


was merely the effect of his curioſity to dif. 


cover her ſentiments of him; yet when ſhe 
conſidered 


2 
1 ö 
2 
| 4 
5 
: 
8 
* 
|. 
; 
8 
* 
. 
5 
4 
* 


JJ T nn ED Ss 


CEC 4 4:20 46 
conſidered how foreign to his character 
appeared every ſpecies of artifice, ſhe excul- 
pated him from the deſign, and concluded 
that the impatient ſpirit of -Belfield had 
hurried him away, when really unfit for 
travelling. She had no means, however, 
to hear. more of him now he had quitted the 
town, and therefore, though uneaſy, ſhe 
was compelled to be patient. 

In the evening ſhe had again a viſit from 
Mr. Monckton, who, though he was now 
acquainted how much ſhe was at home, had 
the forbearance to avoid making frequent 
uſe of that knowledge, that his atten ance 


might eſcape obſervation, 


Cecilia, as uſual, ſpoke to him _ al 
her affairs with the utmoſt openneſs ; 
as her mind was now chiefly oecu ied —_ 
her apprehenfions for the Harrels, ſhe com- 
municated to him the extravagance of which 
they were guilty, and hinted at the diſtreſs 
that from time to time it occaſioned ; but 
the aſſiſtance ſhe had afforded them her own 
delicacy prevented her mentioning. 

Mr. Monckton ſcrupled not from this 
account inſtantly to pronounce Harrel a 
ruined man; and thinking Cecilia, from her 
connection with him, in much danger of 
being involved in his future difficulties, he 
moſt earneſtly exhorted her to ſuffer no 
indueement to prevail with her to — 

im 
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him any money, -confidently affirming ſhe 
would have little chance of being ever 

repaid, | Eg 
Cecilia liſtened to this charge with much 
alarm, but readily promiſed future circum- 
ſpection. She confeſſed to him the con- 
ference ſhe had had in the morning with 
Mrs. Harrel, and after lamenting her de- 
termined neglect of her affairs, ſhe added, 
© I cannot but own that my eſteem for her, 
even more than my affection, has leſſened 
almoſt every day ſince I have been in her 
| houſe; but this morning, when J ventured 
to ſpeak to her with earneſtneſs, I found 
her powers of reaſoning ſo weak, and her 
infatuation to luxury and expence ſo ſtrong, 
that I have ever ſince felt-aſhamed of my 
own want of diſcernment in having for- 

merly ſelected her for my friend.“ 

When you gave her that title,” ſaid 
Mr. Monckton, “you had little choice in 
your power; her ſweetneſs and good-nature 
attracted you; childhood is never troubled 
with foreſight, and youth is ſeldom difficult: 
ſhe was lively and pleaſing, you were gene- 
rous and affectionate; your acquaintance 
with her was formed while you were yet too 
young to know your own worth, your fond- 
nels of her grew from habit, and before the 
inferiority of her parts had weakened your 
regard, by offending your judgment, her 
early 
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early marriage ſeparated you from her en- 

W tircly. But now you meet again the ſcene 
WT is altered; three years of abſence ſpent in 
the cultivation of an underſtanding natu- 
rally of the firſt order, by encreaſing your 
wiſdom, has made you more faſtidious; 
while the ſame time ſpent by her in mere 
idleneſs and ſhew, has hurt her diſpoſition, 
without adding to her knowledge, and rob- 
bed her of her natural excellencies, without 
enriching her with acquired ones. You ſee 
her now with 1mpartiality, for you ſee her 
almoſt as a ſtranger, and all thoſe defi- 
ciencies which retirement and inexperience 
had formerly concealed, her vanity, and her 
ſuperficial acquaintance with the world, 
have now rendered glaring. But folly 
weakens all bands. remember, therefore, 
if you would form a ſolid friendſhip, to 
conſult not only the heart but the head, 
not only the temper, but the underſtand- 
ing.“ 
Well, then,” ſaid Cecilia, “ at leaſt it 
muſt be confeſſed I have judiciouſly choſen 
you I : 

** You have, indeed, done me the higheſt 
honour,” he anſwered. 

They then talked of Belfield, and Mr. 
Monckton confirmed the account of Mr. 
Arnott, that he had left London in good 
: . health. 
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health. After which, he enquired if ſhe 
had ſeen any thing more of the Delviles ? 


© Yes,” ſaid Cecilia, Mrs. Delvile 


called upon me this morning. She is a 
delightful woman; I am ſorry you know 
her not enough to do her juſtice.” 

Is ſhe civil to you?“ 

Civil? ſhe is all kindneſs !” 


46 Then depend upon it ſhe has ſome- 


thing in view: whenever that is not the 


caſe, ſhe is all inſolence. And Mr. Del- 


vile, „pray what do you think of him?“ 

* ©, I think him inſufferable! and I 
cannot ſufficiently thank you for that timely 
caution which prevented my change of 
habitation. I would not live under the 
ſame roof with him for the world !” 

* Well, and do you not now begin alſo 
to ſee the fon property as 

% Properly ? I don't underſtand you.” 


* Why as the very ſon of ſuch pos 1 


rents, haughty and impertinent.“ 


« No, indeed ; he has not the ſmalleſt i 
reſemblance of his father, and if he re- 


ſembles his mother, it is only what every 
one mult wiſh who impartially ſees her. 

+ You know not that family. But how, 
indeed, ſhould you, when they are in a 
combination to prevent your getting that 
knowledge? They have all their deſigns 

upon 
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he upon you, and if you are not: carefully 
* opon your guard, you will be the dupe to 
te them.“ HEE 
A « What can you poſſibly mean?“ 
Ow RE < Nothing but what every body elſe 
W muſt immediately ſee; they have a great 
W ſhare of pride, and a ſmall one of wealth; 
you ſeem by fortune to be flung in their 
ge- way, and doubtleſs they mean not to neglect 
he ſo inviting an opportunity of repairing their 
el- eſtates.” . 
5 6 Indeed you are miſtaken; I am 
7 certain they have no ſuch intention: on 
ly the contrary, they all even teazingly per- 
of Wit in thinking me already engaged elſe- 
he where.“ | | 
= She then gave him a hiſtory of their 
Iſo ſeveral ſuſpicions. © The impertinence of 
report,“ ſhe added, © has ſo much con- 
vinced them that Sir Robert Floyer and Mr. 
2a- BEBclfcld fought merely as rivals, that I can 
only clear myſelf of partiality for one of 
eſt them, to have it inſtantly concluded ] feel 
re- it for the other. And, far from ſeeming 
ry hurt that I appear to be diſpoſed of, Mr. 
5 Delvile openly ſeconds the pretenſions of 
W, Sir Robert, and his ſon officiouſly perſuades 
a me that I am already Mr. Belfield's.” 
at ** Tricks, nothing but tricks to diſcover 
ns. your real ſituation.” 


He 
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He then gave her ſome general cautions 
to be upon her guard againſt their artifices, 
and changing the ſubject, talked, for the 
reſt of his viſit, upon matters of general 
entertainment. | 
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CECILIA'no now foo about a fortnight 
paſſed her time without incident: the 
Harkels continued their aceuſtomed diſſipa- 
tion, Sir Robert Floyer, without even ſeek- 


ing a private conference, perſevered in his 


attentions,” and Mr. Arnott, though till 
ſilent and humble, ſeemed only to live by 
the pleaſure of ' beholding her. She ſpen 

two whole days with Mrs. Delvile, both of 
which ſerved to confirm her admiration of 
that lady and of her ſon; and ſhejoined the 
parties of the Harrels, or ſtayed quietly at 
home, according to her ſpirits and inclina- 
tions : while ſhe was viſited by Mr. Monck- 
ton often enough to ſatisfy him with her 
proceedings, yet too ſeldom to betray ei- 


ther to herſelf or to the world _ N 2-8 | 
of his deſigns. 


Her 2004. however, which was to have 
been returned at the end of the firſt week, 
though a fortnight was now elapſed, had not 
even been mentioned: ſhe began to grow 
very impatient, but not knowing what 


courſe to 1 and wanting courage to 
Vor. II. © remind 
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and praiſes innumerable, anſwered that ſhe 
had a Coulin, who had offered, for a cer- 
tain premium, to take her into partnerſhip 


or elſe, to be ſure, ſuch a ſhop as that, now 


GG EETHIANA, 
remind Mr. Harrel of his promiſe, ſhe till 
waited the performance of it without ſpeak- 
ing. 2 TORT nth 
At this time, preparations were making 


to ſpend the Eaſter holidays: but Cecilia, 
who was too much grieved at ſuch perpetual 


encreaſe of unneceſſary expences to have ¶ co 
any enjoyment in new proſpects of enter- 
tainment, had at preſent ſome, buſineſs of ſai 
her own which gave her full employment. fee 
The poor carpenter, whoſe family ſhe is t 
had taken under her protection, was juſt | 
dead, and, as ſoon as the laſt duties had been to 


paid him, ſhe ſent for his widow, and after 
trying to conſole her for the loſs ſhe had 
ſuffered, aſſured her ſhe was immediately 
ready to fulfil the engagement into which 
ſhe had entered, of aſſiſting her to under- 


take ſome: better method of -procuring a 1 
hvelihood; and therefore deſired to know cc 
cc 


in what manner ſhe could ſerve her, and 
what ſhe thought herſelf able to do. 
The good woman, pouring forth thanks 


in a {ſmall haberdaſher's-ſhop. ** But then, 
madam,” continued ſhe, it's quite mo- 
rally impoſſible I ſhould raiſe ſuch a ſum, 


a I uam 


z 


3 


8 E 
1 am grown ſo poorly; would be quite a hea- 
ven upon earth to me: for my ſtrength, 


madam, is almoſt all gone away, and when 
I do any hard work, it's quite a piteous fight 


nk to ſee me, for I am all in a tremble after it, 
la, Juſt as if I had an ague, and yet all the time 
1al my hands, madam, will be burning like a 
ve coal!“ ont 4a 

er- „ You have indeed been overworked,” 


ſaid Cecilia, “ and it is high time your 
feeble frame ſhould have ſome reſt. What 
is the ſum your couſin demands?“ 


uſt «© O madam, more than I ſhould be able 
en to get together in all my life ! for earn what 
ter Wl 1 will, it goes as faſt as it comes, becauſe 
iad there's many mouths, and ſmall pay, and 


two of the little ones that can't help at all; 
—and there's no Billy, madam, to work 
for us now!“ 

« But tell me, what is the ſum?“ 

Sixty pound, madam.” 

* You ſhall have it!” cried the generous 
Cecilia,“ if the ſituation will make you 
happy, I will give it you myſelf,” _ 

The poor woman wept her thanks, and 
was long before ſhe could ſufficiently com- 
pole herſelf to anſwer the further queſtions 
of Cecilia, who next enquired: what could 


mo- be done with the children? Mrs. Hill, 
um, however, hitherto hopeleſs of ſuch a pro- 
ow MW viſion for herſelf, had for them formed no - 


C2 plan, 


_ coufin, and conſult upon this ſubject, as 


herſelf to the ſhop, which was a very ſmall 


no other: however, upon Cecilia's offering 


of their mother and ſiſter. 


52 EEE CHEF & 
plan. She told her, therefore, to go to her 


well as to make preparations for her own 
removal. 

The arrangement of this buſineſs now 
became her favourite occupation. She went 


one in Fetter-lane, and ſpoke with Mrs. 
Roberts, the couſin ; who agreed to take 
the eldeft girl, now ſixteen years of age, by 
way of helper; but ſaid ſhe had room for 


to raiſe the premium, ſhe conſented that the 
two little children ſhould alſo live in the 
houſe, where they might be under the care 


There were ſtill two others to be diſpoſ- 
ed of; but as no immediate method of pro- 
viding for them occurred to Cecilia, ſhe de- 
termined, for the preſent, to place them 


in ſome cheap ſchool, where they might be 


taught plain work, which could not but 
rove a uſeful qualification for whatever ſort 
of buſineſs they might hereafter attempt. 
Her plan was to 3 upon Mrs. Hill 
and her children 100] by way of putting 
them all into a decent way of living; and 
then, from time to time, to make them ſuch 
ſmall preſents as their future exigencies or 
changes of ſituation might require. 
Now, therefore, payment from Mr. To 
re 
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rel became immediately neceſſary, for ſhe 
had only 501. ofthe 600“. ſhe had taken up in 
her own poſſeſſion, and her cuſtomary al- 
lowance was already ſo appropriated that 
ſhe could make from it no conſiderable de- 
duties n N 
There is ſomething in the ſight of labo- 
rious indigence ſo affecting and ſo reſpec- 
table, that it renders diſſipation peculiarly 
contemptible, and doubles the odium of 
extravagance: every time Cecilia ſaw this 
poor family, her averſion to the conduct 
and the principles of Mr. Harrel encreaſed, 
while her delicacy of ſhocking or ſhaming 
him duniniſhed, and ſhe ſoon acquired for 
them what ſhe had failed to acquire for 
herſelſ, the ſpirit and reſolution ro claim. 
her debt. 8 1 | 
One morning, therefore, as he was quit- 
ting the - breaktaſt-room, ſhe haſtily aroſe, 
and following, . begged to have a moment's 
diſcourſe with him. They went together 
to the library, and after ſome apologies, 
and much heſitation, ſhe told him ſhe fan— 
cied he had forgotten the 200 J. which ſhe 
had lent him. | 
The 200.“ cried he; © O, ay, true! 
Il proteſt it had eſcaped me. Well, but 
you don't want it immediately? N 
Indeed I do, if you can conveniently 
ſpare it,” 
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tainly have it very ſoon, that you may de- 


left her. 


notice was taken either of the payment or 


54 CE C:1:L IA. 

«© O yes, certainly !—without the leaft 
doubt Though now I think of it its ex- 
tremely unlucky, but really juſt at this 
time—why did not you put me 1n mind of 
it before?“ 

„ I hoped you would have remembered 
it yourſelf.” | 

I could have paid you two days ago 
extremely well — however, you ſhall cer- 


pend upon, and a day or two can make no 


great difference to you.“ 
He then wiſhed her good morning and 


Cecilia, very much provoked, regretted 
that ſhe had ever lent it- at all, and deter- 
mined for the future ſtrictly to follow the 
advice of Mr. Monckton 1 in truſting him no 
more. 


Two or three days paſſed on, but ſtill no 


of the debt. She then reſolved to renew 
her application, and be more ſerious and 
more urgent with him; but ſhe found, to 
her utter r ſurpriſe, this was not in her pow- 
er, and that though ſhe lived under the 
ſame roof with him, ſhe had no opportu- 
nity to enforce her claim. Mr. Harre}, 
whenever ſhe deſired to ſpeak with him, 
proteſted he was ſo much hurried he had 


not a moment to ſpare: and even when, 
tired 
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tired of his excuſes, ſne purſued him out of 
che room, he only quickened his ſpeed, 
ſmiling, however, and bowing, and calling 
1 out Jam vaſtly ſorry, but I am ſo late 
now I cannot ſtop an inſtant; however, as 
ſoon as I come back, I ſhall be wholly at 
your command? ee 
When he came back, however, Sir Ro- 
bert Floyer, or ſome other gentleman, was 
ſure to be with him, and the difficulties of 
obtaining an audience were ſure to be en- 
creaſed. And by this method, which he 
conſtantly practiſed, of avoiding any pri- 
vate converſation, he fruſtrated all her 
ſchemes of remonſtrating upon his delay, 
ſince her reſentment, however great, could 
never urge her to the indelicacy of dunning 
him in preſence of a third perſon. 

She was now much perplext herſelf how 
to put into execution her plan for the Hills: 
ſhe knew it would be as vain to apply for 
money to Mr. Briggs, as for payment to 
Mr. Harrel. Her word, however, had been 
given, and her word ſhe held ſacred: ſhe 
reſolved, therefore, for the preſent, to be- 
ſtow upon them the 50l. ſhe ſtill retained, 
and, if the reſt ſhould be neceſſary before 
ſhe became of age, to ſpare it, however in- 
conveniently, from her private allowance, 
which, by the will of her uncle, was gol. 
3 „ a year 
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56 CHECHEN 14,7 
a year, 2501. of which Mr. Harrel received 


9 


for her board and accommodations. 
Having ſettled this matter in her own 


mind, ſhe went to the lodging of Mrs, Hill, 


in order to conclude the affair. She found 
her and all her children, except the young- 
eſt, hard at work, and their honeſt induſ- 
try ſo much ſtrengthened her - compaſſion, 

that her wiſhes for ſerving them grew every 
inſtant more liberal. | 

Mrs, Hill readily undertook to Walke lier 
couſin accept half the premium for the pre- 
ſent, which would ſuffice to fix her, with 
three of her children, in the ſhop: Cecilia 
then went with her to Fetter-lane, and 
there, drawing up herſelf an agreement for 
their entering into partnerſnip, ſne n 
each of them ſign it and take a copy, And 
kept a third in her own poſſeſſion: ater 
which, ſhe gave a promiſſory note to mr 
Roberts for the reſt of the money, 

She preſented Mrs. Hill, alſo, with 104 
to clothe them all decently, and enable her 
to ſend two of the children to ſchool; and 
aſſured her that ſhe would herſelf pay for 
their board and inſtruction, till ſhe ſhould 
be eſtabliſhed in her buſineſs, and have: 
power to ſave money for that purpoſe. _ 

She then put herſelf into a chair to return 
home, followed by the prayers and bleſ- 
ſings of the whole family. 
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AN ADVENTURE _ 


N EVER had the heart of Cecilia felt 
- 4 ſo light, fo gay, ſo glowing as after 
the tranſaction of this affair: her life had 
never appeared to her fo important, nor her 
wealth ſo valuable. To ſee ve helpleſs: 
children provided for by herſelf, reſcued. 
from the extremes of-penury and wretched- 
neſs, and put in a way to become uſeful to 
ſociety, and comfortable to themſelves, to 
behold their feeble mother, ſnatched from 
the hardſhip of that labour which, over- 
powering her ſtrength, had almoſt deſtroy- 
ed her exiſtence, now placed in a ſituation 
where a competent maintenance might be 
earned without fatigue, and the remnant of 
her days pals, in eaſy employment — tq 
view ſuch fights, and have power to ſay 
&* Theſe deeds are mine!“ what, to a diſpoſi- 
tion fraught with tenderneſs and benevo- 
lence, could give purer ſelf-applauſe, or 
more exquiſite ſatisfaction 8 

Such were the pleaſures which regaled the 


= 
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reflections of Cecilia when, in her way 


2 5 home, 
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home, having got out of her chair to walk 
through the * upper part of Oxford Street, 
ſhe was ſuddenly met by the old gentleman 
whoſe emphatical addreſſes to her had ſo 
much excited her aſtoniſhment. | 

He was paſſing quick. on, but e 
the moment he perceived her, he fternly 
called out Are you proud? are you cal- 
lous ? are you hard of heart ſo ſoon?” ; - 

„Put me, if you pleaſe, to ſome trial!“ 
cried Cecilia, with the virtuous, courage of 
a felf-acquitting conſcience. | 

« 1 already have!“ returned he, indig- 
nantly, and already 1 have foung you 
faulty !? 
I am ſorry to hear it,” aid the amaz- 


ed Cecilia, © but at leaſt 15 hope you will 


tell me in what! 2”, | 
_ You refuſed me admittance, he an- 


ſwered, yet I was your friend, yet I was 
willing to prolong the term of your ge- 
nuine tranquility ! I pointed out to you a 
method of preſerving peace with your own 
foul; I came to you in behalf of the poor, 
and inſtructed you how to merit their pray- 
ers; you heard me, you were ſuſceprible, 
you complied | ] meant to have repeated the 
leſſon, to have tuned your whole heart to 
compaſſion, and to have taught you the 
ſad duties of ſympathiſing humanity. For 


this 


mr 
mis purpoſe I called again, but again I was 


„not admitted! Short was the period of my 
a bſence, yet long une for the ee 
tion of your downfall!? - 658 


„Good heaven,“ cried: Cecilia, « how: 
3 dreadful is this language! when have you 
/ WE called, Sir? I never heard you had been 
ct the houſe. Far from- refuſing you ad- 
mittance, I wiſhed to ſee you.“ 
iladeed ? cried he, W ſome ſoft- 


f MW nfs, and are you, in truth, not proud? 
W not callous? not hard of heart? Follow 
me, then, and viſit the humble and the poor, 


u follow me, and give comfort to the fallen 
and dejected | FT - | 


;- 8 At this invitation, however deſirous to 
19 d good, Cecilia ſtarted; the ſtrangeneſs of 
I the inviter, his flightineſs, his authoritative 
manner, and the uncertainty whither or to 
is whom he might carry her, made her fear- 
ful of proceeding: yet a benevolent curio- 
|  fity to ſee as well as ſerve the objects of his 
n recommendation, joined to the eagerneſs of 
r, | youthful integrity to clear her own charac- 
2 ter from the aſperſion of hard-heartedneſs, 
e, ſoon conquered her irreſolution, and, ma- 
* king a ſign to her ſervant to keep near her, 
a | ſhe followed as her conductor led. 
ne He went on ſilently and ſolemnly till he 
or came to Swallow- ſtreet, then turning into 
ist, he ſtopt at a ſmall and mean- looking 


C 6 houſe, 
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houfe, knocked at the door, and without 
aſking any queſtion of the man who opened 
her: to come after bim, und 


it, beckoned 
haſtened up ſome narrow: winding ſtairs 

"Cecilia again heſitated,” but when fhe re- 
collected that this old man, though little 


known, was frequently ſeen, and though 


with few, people acquainted, ' was by many 


perſonally recognized ne chonght it im- 


poſſible he could mean her any injury. She 


ordered her ſervant, however, or; coriie in 


and bid him keep walking up and down che 
ſtairs till ſhe returned to Aim! And then 
ſhe obeyed the directions of her guide. 

He proceeded till he came to the ſeeond 
floor, then, again beckoning her to follow 
him, he opened a door, and entered a 


ſmall and very meanly furniſhed apart- 


ment. 

And here, to her infinite aſtoniſhment, 
ſhe perceived, employed in waſhing ſome 
china, a very lovely young woman, gen- 
teely dreſſed, and appearing n ſeven- 
teen years of age. 


The moment they came in, with ideas | 


marks of confuſion, ſhe inſtantly gave over 
her work, haſtily putting the baſon ſhe was 


waſhing upon the table, and endeavouring 


to hide the towel with Which N was wip- 
ing it behind her chair. 


The old gentleman, advancing to her 


with 
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with: quickneſs, aich , How-Wis — 
Is he better will he lie t di os 40 
Fieaven forbid i he ſhookb not i? an 
ſwered the young man iwitł : vi 
« but, indeed, he is no better * ul 
et Look here/ \ Saidihe;; pointing to Ce- 
cilia, . F have” broughtiyow! one whoJhas: 
power to forvedyon, And to relieve. your 
diſtreſs 1 one s rolling. in aſtuence, 
ſtranger to I a2novice"t the world; 
unſkilled in the miſeries ſhe is yet to ten 
dure, unconſcious of the depravity into 
which ſhe is to ſink ] receive her bene 
factions while yet ſhe is untainted, ſatisfied 
that N _ aids ydu, the is bleſſing ber- 
ſelf ??? . AN DN bios 0 
The Awg wogen, »blufhings - ad 
abaſhed, ſaid, You- are veryipood to 
me, Sir: but there: is no occaſion there is 
no need I have not any neceſſity 2 
far from being ſo very in want 
Poor ſimple {ouF!” interrupted the 
old man, and art thou aſhamed of 
verty? Guard, guard thyſelf from o 
ſhames, and the Leanhieft may en vy ihee-Þ 
Tell here thy ſtory, plainly,” roundly, 
truly, abate. nothing of thy indigence, 
repreſs nothing of her liberality. The 
Poor not impoveriſhed by their own Guilt, 
are Equals of the Afﬀuent, not enriched by 


their own Virtue. - Come, then, and let 
me 
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mie, preſent ye to each other young bas ye. 
both are, with many years and fore! 
rows to encounter, lighten che burtlien of 
each other's cares, by: the hearte ſbothing 
exchange of gratitude for beneficence “ 
He then took a hand of each, and — 
ing them between his own, Num,“ e con- 
tinued, who though rich, are not har- 
dened, and an, who though poor, are not 
debaſed, why ſhould ye: not love, Why 
ſhould ye not cheriſn each other? The 
afflictions of life are tedious, its joys are 


evaneſcent; ye are now both young, and, 


with little to enjoy, will find much to 
ſuffer. Ye are both, too, I believe, inno- 
cent Oh could ye always remain ſo — 
Cherubs were ye then, and nN of men 
might worſhip you!??? 

He ſtopt, checked by his own eng 
emotion but ſoon 3 his uſual 
auſterity, „ Such, however, he cuntinued- 
eis not the condition of humanity; in 
pity, therefore, to the evils — over 


both, be kind to each other! I leave you 


together. and to your mutual en 1 


recommend you!? a i: 
Then, turning particularly. to n 


(0 Diſdain not, 4 he ſaid, i conſole the 


depreſſed; look upon her without ſcorn, 
converſe with her without contempt: like 
you, ſhe 1 is an orphan, though not like you, 
an 
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an heireſs; —like her, you are fatherleſa, 
though not like her friendleſs L If ſhe is 
awaited by the temptations of adverſity, 
you, alſo, are ſurrounded by the cor- 
ruptions of proſperity. | Your: fall is moſt 
probable, her's moſt excuſable; - commi- 
ſer ate her ther efore now, by and by ſhe 
may commiſerate ou ,,-: {9 213 11d 
A total. filence-for ſome time 


ucreeded 
his departure: Cecilia found it difficult to 
recover from the ſurpriſe into which -ſhe 
had been thrown ſufficiently for ſpeech: 
in following her extraordinary director, her 
imagination had painted to her a ſcene ſuch 
as ſhe had ſo lately quitted, and prepared 
her to behold ſome family in diſtreſs, ſome 
helpleſs creature in ſickneſs, or ſome chil- 
dren in want; but of theſe to ſee. none, to 
meet but one perſon, and that one faing 
young, and delicate, — an introduction ſo 
ſingular to an object ſo unthought of, de- 
prived her of all power but that of ſnewing 
her amazement. * t Hr % 
Mean while the young woman looked 
ſcapcely leſs ſurpriſed, and infinitely more 
embarraſſed. She ſurveyed, her apartment 
with vexation, and her, guelt with con- 
fuſion; ſhe had liſtened to the exhortation 
of the old man with viſible uneaſineſs, and 
now 
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now he was gone, ſeemed overis vhelmed 
with ſhame and chagrin.” de et ec 

Cecilia, who in obſerving theſe emotions. 
felt both her curioſity. and her compaſſion 
encreaſe, preſſed her hand as ſhe parted 
with it, and, when a little recovered, ſaid, 


Fou muſt think this a ſtrange intruſion; ; 


* the gentleman who brought me hither 


s. perhaps ſo well known to you, as to 


P14 his ſingularities plead with you their 


own'apology.” 3d. l 


No, indeed, madam,” ſhe avſwersd; 
baſhfully, he is very little known to me z 
but he is very good, and very deſirous to 


do me fervice :—not but what I believe he 
thinks me much worſe off than I really am; 
for, I aſſure you, madam, whatever he has 
faid, I am not ill off at all—hardly.” | 


The various doubts to her diſadvantage 
Which had at firſt, from her uncommon 
fituation, ariſen in the mind of Cecilia, this. 


anxiety to diſguiſe, not diſplay her diſtreſs, 
conſiderably removed, fince it cleared her 
of all ſuſpicion of ſeeking by artifice and. 
impoſition to play upon her feelings. 

With a gentleneſs, therefore, the moſt 
ſoothing, ſhe replied, © I ſhould by no 
means have broken'in upon you thus unex- 
pectedly, if 1 had not concluded my con- 
ductor had ſome right to bring me. How- 


ever, 
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ever; ſince we are actually met, let us 
remember his injunctions, and ION 
not to part till, by ia mutual exchange of 
good-will, each has added a friend ro be 
other.“ 
& Bou are condeſcending indend ma- 
dam,” anſwered the young waman, w 
an air the moſt; humble, , looking as you 
look, to talk of a friend when you come to 
ſuch a place as this }, up two pair of ſtairs 
no furniture} no ſervantd every thing in 
ſuch diſorder I indeed I wander at Mr, 
Albany! he ſhould not but be thinks 
every body's affairs may be made public, 
and does not. care what he tolls, nor who 
heats: him; hei knows not the; „pain be 
gives, nor the miſchief he my do. 1 96 
amn mucbꝰſ concerned, ': tried 
Cecilia, more: and. more ſurpriſed at alli ſhe 
heard; tos find Ichave been Thin inſtru: 
mental: to diftrelting you. ©] was-ggporannt 
whither L was coming land followed:dhimp 
believe, me, neithet from curioſityi nor in- 
clination, but imply becauſe 1 knew! not 
how to refuſe him. He is gone; however, 
and I will! therefore relieve yau by going 
too: but permit me to leaue behind me a 
mall teſtimony that the. intentiqn | of my 
coming was not mere impertinence. “ 
he then took out her purſe; but the 
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| be charge juſt now given to me.” 


ſmiling, ce of that number?“ 
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of reſentful mortification, exclaimed, No, 
madam! you are quite miſtaken; pray put 
up your purſe; I am no beggar! Mr. AL 
bany has miſrepreſented me, if he has told 
you Jam.“ | 

Cecilia, mortiſied in her turn at ks 
unexpected rejection of an offer ſhe had 
thought herſelf invited to make, ſtood: ſome 
moments ſilent; and then ſaid, ] am far 
from meaning to offend you, and I ſincerely 
beg your pardon if I have miſunderſtood 


« I have nothing to pardon, en” 
faid ſhe, more calmly, © except, indeed, 
to Mr. Albany; and to him, tis of ho uſe 
to be angry, for he minds not what I ſay! 
he is very good, but he is very ſtrange, for 
he thinks the whole world made to ive in 
common, and that every one who is poor 
ſhould aſk; and every one: who? is rich 
ſnhould give: he does not know that. there 
are — 2 who would rather ſtarve.“ 
And are you,” ſaid Cecilia, half. 


« No, indeed, madam'! I have not ſo 
much greatneſs. of mind. But. thoſe to 
whom I belong ee ee fortitude and 
higher ſpirit, I wiſn 1 could imitate 
them!“ " 

Struck with the 5 5 ba,” Goplieicy 


of this ſpeech, Cecilia now felt a warm 
| deſire 
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deſire to ſerve her, and taking her hand, 
ſaid, “ Forgive me, but though I ſee you 
wiſh me gone, I know not how to leave 
you: recollect, therefore, the charge that 
has been given to us both, and if you re- 
fuſe my aſſiſtance one way, point out to me 
in what other J may offer it“ 

« You are very kind, madam,” ſhe an. 
ſwered, © and I dare ſay you are very good; 
I am ſure you look fo, at leaſt. But I 
want nothing; I do very well, and I have 
hopes of doing better. Mr. Albany i is too 
impatient. He knows, indeed, that T am 
not extremely rich, but he is much to blame 
if he ſuppoſes me therefore an object of 
charity, and thinks me ſo mean as to re- 
ceive money from a ſtranger. W 

] am truly ſorry,” cried Cecilia, for 
the error I have committed, but you muſt 
ſuffer me to make my peace with you before 
we part: yet, till I am better known to 
you, I am fearful of propoſing terms. Per- 
haps you will permit me to leave you my 
direction, and do me the favour 74 call 
upon me yourſelf? ? 

«© no, danpt 1 hve u ftek, roigciod 
whom I cannot leave: land indeed, if he 
were well, he would not like to have me 
make an ing homage while Fam in this 
place,” 1 OT MI - 

J hope you are not: his only ale 3 

I am 
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I am ſure you do not look able to bear 
ſuch fatigue. Has he a Phyſician? Is he 
properly attended ?” 1 

No, madam; he has no phyſician, 
and no attendance a al!”. :..-. 

« And is it poſſible that in ſuch a ſitua- 
tion you can refuſe to be aſſiſted? Surely 
you ſhould accept ſome help for him, if 
not for yourſelf.” 

But what will that ſignify when, if 1 
do, he will-not make uſe of it? and when 
he had a thouſand and a thouſand times 
rather die, than let any one know he is in 
Want Pi, 

© Take i ES unknown 1% him; ; 
2 him, e acquainting him you 
ſerve him. Surely you would not ſuffer 
him to periſh without aid? 
Heaven forbid! But what can I do? 
I. am under his command, ada not he 
under mine! 

% Is he your aher Pardon my 


queſtion, but your youth. ſeems much to 


want ſuch a protector.“ 


No, madam, I have no father! L was | 


happier when I had! He is my W * 
And what i is his illneſs?ꝰ 

„ A fever.“ 

cf A fever, and 1 a ** Renn 
Are you ſure, too, it is not infe&tions 158 
8 0 yes, too ſure!“ | 
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tc Too ſure? how ſo?” e 
« Becauſe I know too well the occaſion 
of it!“ 


« And what is the occaſion?” cried Cel 
cilia, again err her hand, “ pray truſt 
me; indeed you ſhall not repent your con- 
fidence. Your reſerve hitherto has only 
raiſed you in my eſteem, but do not carry 
it ſo far as to mortify me by a total re- 
jection of my good offices.“ 

« Ah madam!” ſaid the young woman, 
ſighing, © you ought to be good, I am 
ſure, for you will draw all out of me by 
ſuch kindneſs as this! the occaſion was a 
neglected wound, never properly healed.” 

« A wound? is he in the army?“ 
No, —he was ſhot through the ide in 

a duel.“ 

« In a duel ?” exclaimed Cecilia, © ox 
what is his name?“ 

„O that I muſt not tell you! his name 
is a great ſecret now, while he is in this 
poor place, for I know he had almoſt rather 
never ſee the light again than have it 
known.” . 

« Surely, ſurely,” cried Cecilia, with 
much emotion, © he cannot I hope he 
cannot be Mr. Belfield?“ 

« Ah Heaven!” cried the young wo- 
man, ſereaming, « do you then know 


him?“ 
Here, 
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70 CBOQTD MA 
Here, in mutual aſtoniſhment, Gy 


looked at each other, 


« You are then,” ſaid Cecilia, ce the 
ſiſter of Mr. Belfeid ? And Mr. Belfield is 
thus ſick, his wound is not yet healed, — 
and he is without any help!“ 

<'And who, madam, are you ?” cried 
ſhe, © and how is it you know him?“ 
My name is Beverley.“ ö 
« Ah!” exclaimed ſhe again, I fear I 


* 


have done nothing but miſchief ! I know 


very well who you are now, madam, but if 
my brother diſcovers that J have betrayed 
him, he will take it very unkind, and per- 


haps never forgive me.” 
cc Be not alarmed, ” cried le cc reſt 


aſſured he ſhall never know it. Is he not 


now in the country?“ 
No, madam, he is now in the very 


next room.” 
« But what is become of the ſurgeon 
who uſed to attend him, and why docs he 
not ſtill viſit him?“ 
« It is in vain, now, to hide any thing 
from you; my brother deceived him, and 


ſaid he was going out of town 1 to 


et rid of bim.“ 
« And what could induce him to act ſo 


ſtrangely ?” 
A reaſon which you, madam, I hope, 
will never know, Poverty !—he would not 


run up a bill he could not pay.” 
* Good 


C R C h BHG _» 


« Good Heaven — But what can be 

done for him? He muſt not be ſalfered to 
linger thus; we muſt contrive ſome method 
of Telieving and aſſiſting him, whether he 
will conſent or not.“ 
4 ] fear that will not be nafGble, Qne 
of his friends has already found, him out, 
and has written him the Kindeſt letter but 
he would not anſwer it, and would not 
ſce him, and was only fretted and angry.” 

„ Well,” ſaid * *< I will not keep 
you longer, left he ſhould. be alarmed by 
your abſence... To- morrow morning, with 
your leave, I will call upon you again, and 


then, I hope, you will permit me to e 


ſome effort to aſſiſt you. | 
If it only depended upon me, ma- 


dam,” ſhe anſwered, now I have the 


honour to know who. you are, I believe I 


ſhould not make much ſcruple, for I was 


not brought up to notions, ſo high as my 
brother. Ah! happy had it been for him, 
for me, for all his 2 if he had not had 
them neither !” 

Cecilia then repeated her expreſſions of 
comfort and kindneſs, and took her leave. 

This little adventure gave her infinite 
concern; all the horror which the duel had 
originally occafioned her, again returned ; 


the accuſed herſelf with much bitterneſs for 


having brought it on; and finding that 
Mr. 
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Mr. Bel field was ſo cruelly a ſufferer bbth 
in his health and his affairs, ſhe thought it 
incumbent upon her to relieve him to the 


utmoſt of her ability. 7). Sag 4 Jo 


His ſiſter, too, had extremely intereſted 
her; het youth, and the uncommon art- 
Ieflheſs: of her converfation, added to her 
melancholy firuation, and the lovelineſs of 
her perſon, excited in her a deſire to ſer ve, 
and an inclination to love her; and'ſhe de- 
termined, if ſhe found her as deſerving as 
ſhe ſeemed engaging, not only to aſſiſt "her 
at preſent, but, if her diſtreſſes continued, 
to receive her into her on houſe in fu- 
ture, 6 31 GED . 

A g ſhe renrbebith Fo endus detention 
of her 2007. What ſhe now had to ſpare 
was extremely inadequate to what ſhe now 
wiſhed to beſtow, and ſhe looked forward 


to the concluſion of her minority with en- 


creaſing eagerneſs. The generous and ele- 
gant plan of life ſhe then intended'to pur- 
ſue, daily gained ground in her 1 imagination, 


and credit in her opinion. 
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CHAP. VE 
A Man or GEnivs. 


* HE next morning, as ſoon as break- 
faſt was over, Cecilia went m a chair 
to Swallow- ſtreet ; ſhe enquired for Miſs 
Belfield, and was told to go up ſtairs : but 
what was her. amazement. to meet, juſt 
coming out of the room into which ſhe was 
entering, young Delvile! 

They both ſtarted, and Cecilia, from the 
ſeeming ſtrangeneſs of her ſituation, felt a 
confuſion with which ſhe had hitherto been 
unacquainted. But Delvile, preſently re- 
covering from his ſurpriſe, ſaid to her, with 
an expreſſive ſmile, © How good is Miſs 
Beverley thus to viſit the fick ! and how 
much better might J have had the pleaſure 
of ſeeing Mr. Belfield, had I but, by pre- 
icience, known her deſign, and deferred my 
ny enquiries till he had been revived by 

en 

And then, bowing and wiſhing her good 
morning, he glided p paſt her. 

Cecilia, notwithſtanding the openneſs and 
purity of her intentions, was ſo much diſ- 
concerted by this unexpected meeting, and 

VOL, II. D pointed 
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74 CEE CME 
pointed ſpeech, that ſhe had not the pre- 


ſence of mind to call him back and ui 


herſelf : and the various interrogatories and 
railleries which had already paſſed between 
them upon the ſubject of Mr. Belfield, 
made her ſuppoſe that what he had formerly 
ſuſpected he would now think confirmed, 


and conclude that all her aſſertions of in- 


difference, proceeded merely from that rea- 
dineſs at hypocriſy upon particular ſubjects, 


of which he had openly accuſed her whole 


Sex. 
This circumſtance and this apprehenſion 
took from her for a while all intereſt in the 
errand upon which ſhe came; but the be- 
nevolence of her heart ſoon brought it back, 
when, upon going into the room, ſhe ſaw 
her new favourite in tears. 


« What is the matter?“ cried ſhe, ten- 
derly; © no new affliction I hope has hap- 


pened ? Your brother is not worſe ?” 

« No, madam, he is much the ſame; 
I was not then crying for him.” 

« For what then; tell me, acquaint me 


with your ſorrows, and aſſure yourſelf you 


tell them to a friend.” 

* I was crying, madam, to find ſo much 
goodneſs in the world, when I thought 
there was fo little! to find I have fm 
chance of being again happy, when I thought 


I was miſerable for ever! Two whole years 
have 
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have I ſpent in nothing but unhappineſs, - 
and I thought there was nothing elſe to be 


had; but yeſterday, madam, brought me 


you, with every promiſe. of nobleneſs and 


protection; and to-day, a friend of my 
brother's has behaved ſo generouſly, that 


even my brother has. liſtened to him, and 
almoſt conſented to be obliged to him!“ 
„And have you already known ſo much 
ſorrow,” ſaid Cecilia, that this little 
dawn of  profperity ſhould- wholly' over- 


power your ſpirits? Gentle, amiable girl! 


may the future recompence you for- the 


paſt, and may Mr. Albany's kind wiſhes be 
fulfilled in the reciprocation of our comfort 


and affection !“ | 


They then entered into a converſation 


which the ſweetneſs of Cecilia, and the gra- 


titude of Miſs Belfield, ſoon rendered in- 


tereſting, friendly and unreſerved : and in 


a very ſhort time, whatever was eſſential in 


the ſtory or ſituation of the latter was fully 
communicated. She gave; however, a 


charge the moſt earneſt, that her brother 
ſhould never be acquainted with the con- 
fidence ſhe had made. 

Her father, who had been dead only two 


years, was a linen-draper in the city; he 


had ſix daughters, of whom herſelf was the 


youngeſt, and only one ſon. This ſon, | 


Mr. Belfield, was alike the darling of his 
D 2 father, 
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father, mother, and fiſters : he was brought” | 


up at Eaton, no expence was ſpared in his 


education, nothing was denied that could' 


make him happy. With an excellent un- 


derſtanding he had uncommon quickneſs of 


parts, and his progreſs in his ſtudies was 


rapid and honourable : his father, though 


he always meant him for his ſucceſſor in his 
buſineſs, heard of his improvement with 


rapture, often ſaying, * My boy will be 
the ornament of the city, he will be the beſt 


ſcholar in any ſhop in London.” 


He was ſoon, however, taught another 


leſſon ; when, at the age of ſixteen, he re- 
turned home, and was placed in the ſhop, 
inſtead of applying his talents, as his father 
had expected, to trade, he both deſpiſed 
and 3 the name of i it; when ſerious, 


treating it with contempt, when gay, with 


deriſion. 
He was ſeized, alſo, with a moſt ardent 


deſire to finiſh bis education like thoſe of 
his ſchool-fellows who left Eaton at the 


ſame time, at one of the Univerſities; and, 
after many difficulties, this petition, at the 


nterceſſion of his mother, was granted, 


old Mr. Belfield telling him he hoped a 


little more learning would give him a little 


more ſenſe, and That when he became a 


finiſhed Pugent, he would not only know the 
true value of — but underſtand: how. 
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to get money, and make a bargain, better 
than any man whatſoever within Temple- 
Bar. . e 
Theſe expectations, equally ſhort- ſighted, 
were alſo equally fallacious with the former: 
the ſon again returned, and returned, as his 
father had. hoped, a fmfbed ſtudent; but, far 
from being more tractable, or better diſ- 
poſed for application to trade, his averſion 
to it now was more ſtubborn, and his oppo- 
ſition more hardy than ever. The young 
men of faſhion with whom he had formed 
friendſhips at. ſchool or at the univerſity, 
and with whom, from the indulgence of his 
father, he was always able to vie in ex- 
pence, and from the. indulgence of Nature 
to excel in capacity, earneſtly ſought the 
continuance of his acquaintance, and 
courted and coveted the pleaſure of his 
converſation : but though he was now 
totally diſqualified for any other ſociety, he 
loſt all delight in their favour from the 
fear they ſhould diſcover his abode, and 
ſedulouſly endeavoured to avoid even occa- 
ſionally meeting them, left any of his fa- 
mily ſhould at the ſame time approach him: 
tor of his family, though wealthy, worthy 
and independent, he was now fo utter! 
aſhamed, that the mortification the jp 
cruel he could receive, was to be aſked his 
addreſs, or told he ſhould be vilited. 
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T1Þ ired, at length, of evading' the enqui- 
ries made by ſome, and forcing faint laughs 
at the detection made by others, he private- 
ly took a lodging at the Weſt end of the 


town, to which he thence forward directed 
all his friends, and where, under various 
pretences, he contrived to ſpend the great- 


eſt part of his time. 

In all his expenſive deceits and frolics, 
his mother was his never-failing confident 
and aſſiſtant ; for when ſhe heard that the 
companians of her ſon were men of faſhion, 
ſome born to titles, others deſtined to high 
ſtations, ſhe concluded he was in the cer- 


tain road to honour and profit, and fre- 
quently diſtreſſed herſelf, without ever re- 


pining, in order to enable him to preſerve 
upon equal terms, connections which ſhe 
believed ſo conducive to his future gran- 
deur. 

In this wild and unſettled manner he paſ- 
ſed ſome time, ſtruggling inceſſantly againſt 
the authority of his father, privately abet- 


ted by his mother, and conſtantly aided and 
admired by his ſiſters: till, ſick of ſo de- 
ſultory a way of life, he entered himſelf a 


volunteer in the army. 
How ſoon he grew tired of this change 
has already been related, * as well as his re- 


® Sec p. 15, 16. Vol. I. 
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conciliation with his father, and his becom - 


ing a ſtudent at the Temple: for the fa- 


ther now grew as weary of oppoſing, as the 


oung man of being oppoſed. _ 
x Here, for two or three years, he lived in 


happineſs uninterrupted ; he extended his 
acquaintance among the great, by whom he 


was no ſooner Known than careſſed and ad- 


mired, and he frequently viſited his family, 
which, though he bluſhed to own 1n public, 
he affectionately loved in private. His 
profeſſion, indeed, was but little in his 
thoughts, ſucceſſive engagements occupy- 
ing almoſt all his hours. Delighted with 
the favour of the world, and charmed to 
find his preſence ſeemed the ſignal for en- 
tertainment, he ſoon ſorgot the uncertainty 
of his fortune, and the inferiority of his 
rank; the law grew more and more fatigu- 
ing, pleaſure became more and more allur- 
ing, and, by degrees, he had not a day un- 


appropriated to ſome party or amuſement; 


voluntarily conſigning the few leiſure mo- 
ments his gay circle afforded him, to the 
indulgence of his fancy in ſome haſty com- 
poſitions in verſe, which were handed about 
in manuſcript, and which contributed to 

keep him in faſhion. | 
Such was his ſituation at the death of his 
father; a new ſcene was then opened to 
D 4 him, 
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"courſe to purſue. 


main 
him, and for ſome time he heſitated what 


Old Mr. Belfield, though he lived in 
great affluence, left not behind him any 
conſiderable fortune, after the portions of 
his daughters, to each of whom he be- 
queathed 2000/7. had been deducted from it. 
But his ſtock in trade was great, and his 
buſineſs was proſperous and lucrative. 

His ſon, however, did not merely want 


| application and fortitude to become his 


ſucceſſor, but ſkill and knowledge; his de- 
liberation, therefore, was haſty, and his 
reſolution improvident; he determined to 
continue at the 'Temple himſelf, while the 
ſhop, which he could by no means afford to 
relinquiſh, ſhould be kept up by another 
name, and the buſineſs of it be tranſacted 


by an agent; hoping thus to ſecure and 


enjoy its emoluments, without either the 
trouble or the humiliation of attendance, 
But this ſcheme, like moſt others that 


have their baſis in vanity, ended in nothing 


but mortification and diſappointment : the 
ſhop which under old Mr. Belfield had been 
flourifhing and ſucceſsful, and enriched. 
himſelf and all his family, could now ſcarce 
fupport the expences of an individual. 
Without a maſter, without that diligent at- 
tention to its proſperity which the — 
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of poſſeſſion alone can give, and the autho- 
rity of a principal alone can enforce, 'it 
quickly loſt its fame for the excellence of 
its goods, and ſoon after its cuſtomers from 


the report of its declenſion. The produce, 


therefore, diminiſhed every month; he was 
ſurpriſed, he was provoked ; he was con- 
vinced he was cheated, and that his affairs 
were neglected; but though he threatened 
from time to time to enquire into the real 
ſtate of the buſineſs, and inveſtigate the 
cauſe of its decay, he felt himſelf inade- 
quate to the taſk; and now firſt lamented 
that early contempt of trade, which by pre- 
venting him acquiring ſome knowledge of it 
while he had youth and opportunity, made 
him now ignorant what redreſs to ſeek, 
though certain of impoſition and injury. 

But yet, however diſturbed by alarming 
ſuggeſtions in his hours of retirement, no 


O 
alteration was made in the general courſe of 


his life; he was ſtill the darling of his 
friends, and the leader in all parties, and 


ſtill, though his income was leſſened, his 
expences encrealed, „ 
Such were his circumſtances at the time 


Cecilia firſt ſaw him at the houſe of Mr. 


Monckton: from which, two days after her 
arrival in town, he was himſelf ſummoned, 
by an information that his agent had ſud- 
denly left the kingdom. 1 
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The fatal conſequence of this fraudulent 


en, was immediate bankrupcy. 


His ſpirits, however, did not yet fail 
him; as he had never been the nominal 
maſter of the ſhop, he eſcaped all diſhonour 
from its ruin, and was ſatisfied to conſign 
what remained to the mercy of the credi- 
tors, ſo that his own name ſhould not 15 

r in the Gazette. 

Three of his ſiſters were already extreme- 

ly well married to reputable tradeſmen; the 


two elder of thoſe who were yet ſingle were 


ſettled with two of thoſe who were married, 
and Henrietta, the youngeſt, reſided with 
her mother, who had a comfortable annui- 
ty, and a. ſmall houſe at Padington. 

Bereft thus through vanity and impru- 


dende of all the long labours of his father, 
he was now compelled to think ſeriouſly of 


ſome actual method of maintenance; ſince 
his mother, though willing to ſacrifice to 
him even the nouriſhment which ſuſtained 
her, could do for him but little, and that 
little he had too much juſtice to accept. 
The law, even to the moſt diligent and ſuc- 


ceſsful, is extremely flow of profit, and, 


whatever, from his connections and abilities 


might be hoped hereafter, at preſent requir- 


ed an expence which he was no longer able 
to ſupport. 


It remained then to try his influence with 
his 
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his friends among the great and the power- 
ful. e | 


His canvaſs proved extremely honour- 


able; every one -promiſed ſomething, and 
all ſeemed delighted to have an opportunity 
of ſerving him. 4-14 


' Pleaſed with finding the world ſo. much 


better than report had made it, he now ſaw 
the concluſion of his difficulties in the pro- 
ſpect of a place at court. . 
Belfield, with half the penetration with 
which he was gifted, would have ſeen in any 
other man the deluſi ve idleneſs of expecta- 
tions no better founded; but though diſ- 
cernment teaches us the folly of others, ex- 


perience ſingly can teach us our own ! he 


flattered himſelf that his friends had been 
more wiſely ſelected than the friends of thoſe 
who in ſimilar circumſtances had been be- 
guiled, and he ſuſpected not the fraud of 
his vanity, till he found his invitations 
daily ſlacken, and that his time was at his. 
own command. | | 

All his hopes now reſted upon one friend 
and patron, Mr. Floyer, an uncle of Sir 
Robert Floyer, a man of power in the 
royal houſhold, with whom. he had lived 
in great intimacy, and who at this period 
had the diſpoſal of a place which he ſoli- 
cited, The only obſtacle that ſeemed in his 


way was from Sir Robert himſelf, who 
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warmly exerted his intereſt in favour of a 
friend of his own. Mr. Floyer, however, 
aſſured Belfield of the preference, and only 


begged his patience till he could find ſome I 


opportunity of appealing his nephew. 
And this was the ſtate of his affairs at the 


time of his quarrel at the Opera-houſe. Al- 
ready declared opponents of each other, Sir 


Robert felt double wrath that for him Ce- 


cilia ſhould reject his civilities ; while Bel- 
field, ſuſpecting he preſumed uponhis known 
dependence on his uncle to affront him, felt 
alſo double indignation at the haughtineſs 
of his behaviour. And thus, ſlight as 
ſeemed to the world the cauſe of their con- 
_ reſt, each had private motives of een 
chat ſerved to ſtimulate revenge, 

The very day after this duel, Mr. F loyer 
wrote him word that he was now obliged in 
common decency to take the part of his 
nephew, and therefore had already given 
the place to the friend he had recom-- 
mended. | 

This was the termination of his hopes, 
and the fignal of his ruin! To the pain of 


his wound he became inſenſible, from the 


ſuperior pain of this unexpected mifcar- 
riage ; yet his pride ſtill enabled him to. 
diſg viſe his diſtreſs, and to ſee all the 


friends whom this accident induced to feek- 


him, while from the ſprightlineſs he forced 


in order to conceal his anguiſh; he appear» 
ed to them more lively and more entertain 
ing than ever. 


But theſe efforts, e left to | himſelf 


and to nature, only ſunk him the deeper in 


fadneſs ; he found an immediate change in 
his way of life was neceſſary, yet could not 


brook to make it in ſight of thoſe with whom 


he had fo long lived in all the brilliancy of 
equality. A high principle of honour which 
ſtill, in the midſt of his gay career, had 
remained uncorrupted, had ſcrupulouſly 
guarded him from running in debt, and 
therefore, though of little poſſeſſed, that 


little was ſtrictly his own. He now pub- 
liſhed that he was going out of town for the 


benefit of purer air, diſcharged his ſurge- 
on, took a gay leave of his friends, and 
truſting no one with his ſecret but his ſer- 
vant, was privately conveyed to mean and 
cheap lodgings in Swallow-ſtreet. 


Here, ſhut up from every human being 


he had formerly known, he purpoſed ta 
remain till he grew better, and then again to 
ſeek his fortune in the army. 


His preſent ſituation, however, was little 


calculated to contribute to his recovery; 
the diſmiſſion of the ſurgeon, the precipi- 
tation of his removal, the inconveniencies 
of his lodgings, and the unſeaſonable de- 
privation of long cuſtomary indulgencies, 
were 


> 
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| . -were unavoidable delays of his amendment; 


while the mortification of his preſent dif- 
grace, and the bitterneſs of his late diſap- 
pointment, preyed inceſſantly upon his 
mind, robbed him of reſt, heightened his 


fever, and reduced him by degrees to a 


ſtate ſo low and dangerous, that his ſer- 
vant, ' alarmed for his life, ſecretly ac- 
quainted his mother with his illneſs and re- 
treat. 

The . almoſt diſtracted by this 
intelligence, inſtantly, with her daughter, 
flew to his lodgings. She wiſhed to have 
taken him immediately to her houſe at Pa- 
dington, but he had ſuffered ſo much from 
his firſt removal, that he would not con- 


ſent to another. She would then have-call- 


ed in a phyſician, but he refuſed even to 
fee one; and ſhe had too long given way to 
all his deſires and opinions, to have now the 
force of mind for exerting the requiſite au- 
thority of iſſuing her orders without con- 
ſulting him. 

She begged, ſhe pleaded, indeed, and 
Henrietta joined in her entreaties; but 
fickneſs and vexation had not rendered him 
tame, though they had made him ſullen: 
he reſiſted their prayers, and commonly 
filenced them by aſſurances that their oppo- 


fition to the plan he had determined to pur- 
fue, 
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fue, only inflamed his fever, and recarded 
his 7 recovery. 

The motive of an obduracy ſo cruel. to 
15 friends was the fear of a detection which 
he thought not merely prejudicial to his 
affairs, but diſnonourable to his character: 
for, without betraying any ſymptom of his 
diftreſs, he had taken a general leave of his 
acquaintance upon pretence of going out of 
town, and he could ill endure to make a 
diſcovery which would at once proclaim mw 
degradation and his deceit. 

Mr. Albany had accidentally broken in 
upon him, by miſtaking his room for that 
of another ſick perſon in the ſame houſe, to 
whom his viſit had been intended; but as he 
knew and reverenced that old gentleman, 
he did not much repine at his intruſion. 


He was not ſo eaſy when the ſame diſco- : 


very was made by young Delvile, who, 
chancing to meet his ſervant in the ſtreet, 
n concerning his maſter's health, 
and ſurpriſing from him its real ſtate, fol- 
lowed him home; where, ſoon certain of 
the change in his affairs by the change of 
his habitation, he wrote him a letter, in 
which, after apologizing for his freedom, 
he warmly declared that nothing eould 
make him ſo happy as being favoured with 
his e 15 either through himſelf 


Or 


* 
#4 P - bb — A 4 FR - p 1 ; 
3 r 8 4 l 5 ** 1 es 9 I * 4 wy 75 2 
* 2 2 _ - -y ——_ — & Py * 4 8 22 FR \ 
\ -*W = FAY - 


, 1 ” 
9 * 93 bw : —_ 
12 -4 4 2 = q * 
9 : — - 
5 ee lee e 
= = = „ 


* 
3 


* 
D 5 
© 2 E * arp - 
—— 2 Sei Ag . 


88 EET CI L & 


or his friends, he could be ſo fortunate: as 
to do him any ſervice. 


+ Belfield, deeply mortified at this dete- | 


tion of his ſituation, returned only a ver- 
bal anſwer of cold thanks, and deſired he 
would not ſpeak of his being in town, as 
he was not well enough to be ſeen. 

This reply gave almoſt equal mortifica- 
tion to young Delvile, who continued, 


however, to call at the door with enquiries. 


how he went on, though he made no fur- 
ther attempt to ſee him. 

| Belfield, ſoftened at length by the kind- 
neſs of this conduct, determined to admit 
him; and he was juſt come from paying his 
firſt viſit, when he was met by Cecilia upon 
the ſtairs. 

His ſtay with him had been ſhort, and 
he had taken no notice either of his change 
af abode, or his pretence of going into the 
country; he had talked to him only in ge- 
neral terms, and upon general ſubjects, till 
he aroſe to depart, and then he re-urged his 
offers of ſervice with ſo much openneſs and 
warmth, that Belfield, affected by his ear- 
neſtneſs, promiſed he would ſoon ſee him 
again, and intimated to his delighted mo- 
ther and ſiſter, that he would francly con- 
ſult with him upon his affairs. 

Such was the tale which, with various 
minuter 


wh. i. Df 
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minuter circumſtances, Miſs Belfield com- 
municated to Cecilia. My mother,” 


| ſhe added, © who never quits him, knows 


that you are here,- madam, for ſhe heard me 
talking with ſomebody yeſterday, and ſhe 
made me tell her all that had paſſed, and 
that you ſaid you would come again this 
morning.“ 

Cecilia returned many acknowledgments 
for this artleſs and unreſerved communica- 
tion, but could not, when it was over, 
forbear enquiring by what early miſery ſhe 
had already, though fo very young, ſpent 
two years in nothing but unbappineſs? 

* Becauſe,” ſhe anſwered, ** when my 
poor father died all our family feparated, 
and I left every body to go and live with my 


mother at Padington ; and I was never a 
favourite with my mother —no. more, in- 


deed, was any body but my brother, foſhe 
thinks all the reſt of the world only made 
for his ſake, So ſhe uſed to deny both her- 
ſelf and me almoſt common neceſſaries, in 
order to ſave up money to make him pre- 


ſents: though, if he had known how it was 


done, he would only have been angry in- 
ſtead of taking them. However, I ſhould 
have regarded nothing that had but been 
for his benefit, for 1 loved him a great deal 
more than my own convenience; but ſums 
that would diſtreſs us for months to ſave 


up. 


imme 


up, would by him be ſpent in a day, and 


then thought of no more! Nor was that all 


— O no! I had much greater uneaſineſs 
to ſuffer; for I was informed by one of 


my brother's-in-law how ill every thing 
went, and that certain ruin would come to 
my poor brother from the treachery of his 
agent; and the thought of this was always 
preying upon my mind, for I did not dare 
tell it my mother, for fear it ſhould put her 
out of humour, for, ſometimes, ſhe is not 
very patient; and it mattered little what 


any of us ſaid to my brother, for he was too 


gay and too confident to believe his dan- 
er.” | ED 
Well but,” ſaid Cecilia, I hope, 
now, all will go better; if your brother 
will conſent to ſee a phyſician of 
« Ah, madam ! that is the thing I fear 


he never will do, becauſe of being ſeen in 


theſe bad lodgings. I would knee] whole 
days to prevail with him, but he is unuſed 
to controul, and knows not how to ſubmit 
to it; and he has lived ſo long among the 
great, that he forgets he was not born as 
high as themſelves. Oh that he had never 


quitted his own family! If he had not been 


ſpoilt by ambition, he had the beſt heart and 
ſweeteſt diſpoſition in the world. But liv- 
ing always with his ſuperiors, taught him to 
diſdain his own relations, and be aſhamed 


of 
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of us all; and yet now, in the hour of his 
diſtreſs who elſe comes to help him ?”. 

Cecilia then enquired if ſhe wanted not 
aſſiſtance for herſelf and her mother, ob- 
ferving that they did not ſeem to have all 
the conveniencies to which they were nel 
titled. 

* Why indeed, madain,” ſhe clad 
with an ingenuous ſmile, „when you firſt 
came here I was a little like my brother, for 
I was fadly aſhamed to let you ſee how 1 
we lived! but now you know the worte fo 
I ſhall fret about it no more.” 

* But this cannot be your uſual way of 


life; I fear the misfortunes of Mr. Belfield = 


have ſpread a ruin wider than his-own.” 

No indeed; he took care from the firſt 
not to involve us in his hazards, for he is 
very generous, madam, and very noble in 
all his notions, and covld behave to us all 
no better about money matters than he has 

ever done. But from the moment we came 
to this diſmal place, and ſaw his diſtreſs, 
and that he was ſunk ſo low who uſed al- 
ways to be higher than any of us, we had 
a ſad ſcene indeed ! My poor mother, whoſe 
whole delight was to think that he lived like 
a nobleman, and who always flattered her- 
ſelf that he would riſe to be as great as the 
company he kept, was ſo diſtracted with 


her difappointment, that ſhe would not 
liſten 
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liſten to reaſon, but immediately diſcharg- 
ed both our ſervants, ſaid ſhe and I ſhould 
do all the work ourſelves, hired this poor 
room for us to live in, and ſent to order a 


bill to be put upon her houſe at Padington, 


for ſhe ſaid ſhe would never return to it any 
more.” | 


* But are you, then,” cried Cecilia, 


_* without any ſervant ?” 

„ We have my brother's man, madam, 
and ſo he lights our fires, and takes away 
ſome of our litters; and there is not much 
elſe to be done, except {weeping the rooms, 


for we eat nothing but cold meat from the 


cook ſhops.” 
And how long 1s this to laſt ?““ 
Indeed I cannot tell; for the real truth 


1s, my poor mother has almoſt loſt her ſen- 


ſes; and ever ſince our coming here, ſhe 
has been ſo miferable and ſo complaining, 


that indeed, between her and my brother, 
I have almoſt loſt mine too! For when ſhe 


found all her hopes at an end, and that her 


darling fon, inſtead of being rich and pow- 


erful, and ſurrounded by friends and ad- 
mirers, all trying who ſhould do the moſt 
for him, was ſhut up by himſelf in this 
Poor little lodging, and inſtead of gaining 
more, had ſpent all he was worth at firſt, 
with not a creature to come near him, 


though ill, though confined, though keep- 


ing 
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ing his bed !—Oh madam, had you ſeen my 
poor mother when ſhe firſt caſt her eyes: 
upon him in that condition !—indeed "you 
could never have forgotten it !*? 

I onder not at her Spool: ” 
cried Cecilia; * with expectations ſo ſan- 
guine, and a ſon of ſo much merit, it might 
well indeed be bitter.“ 

Les, and beſides the difappeintitions; 
ſhe is now continually reproaching herſelf 
for always complying with. his humours; 
and aſſiſting him to appear better than the 
reſt of his family, though my father never 
approved her doing ſo. But ſhe thought 
herſelf ſo ſure of his riſing, that ſhe believ- 
ed we ſhould all thank her for it in the end. 
And ſhe always uſed to ſay that he was born 
to be a gentleman, and what a grievous 
thing it would be to have him made a 
tradeſman. * 

9 hope, at leaſt, ſhe has not the addi-: 
tional miſery of ſeeing him ungrateful for 
her fondneſs, however injudicious it may 
have been?“ | 

** O ne! he does nothing but comfort 
and chear her]! and indeed it is very good 
of him, for he has owned to me in private, 
that but for her encouragement, he could 
not have run the courſe he has run, for he 
ſhould have been obliged to enter into bu- 
ſineſs, whether he had liked it or not. But 


my 


enn 


my poor mother knows this, though he will 
not tell it her, and therefore ſne ſays that 


unleſs he gets well, ſne will puniſh herſelf 


all the reſt of her life, and never go back 


to her houſe, and never hire another ſer- 


vant, and never eat any thing but bread, 


hat 


nor drink any thing but water 
© Poor unhappy woman!“ cried Ceci. 
lia, © how dearly does ſhe pay for her im- 


prudent and ſhort- ſighted indulgence! but 


ſurely you are not allo to ſuffer in the ſame 
manner?“ 

* No, madam, not by het fault, for ſhe 
wants me to go and live with one of my 
ſiſters : but I would not quit her for the 


world; I ſhould think myſelf: wicked in- 
deed to leave her now. Beſides, I don't at 
all repine at the little hardſhips I go through 


at preſent, becauſe my poor brother is in 
ſo much diſtreſs, that all we ſave may be 
really turned to account; but when we liv- 


ed ſo hardly only to procure him luxuries 


he had no right to, I muſt own I uſed 
often to think it unfair, and if I had not 
loved him dearly, I ſhould not have borne 
It ſo well, perhaps, as I ought.” 


Cecilia now began to think it high time 
to releaſe her new acquaintance by quitting 


her, though ſhe felt herſelf ſo much intereſt- 
ed in her affairs, that every word ſhe ſpoke 


gave her a deſire to lengthen the converſa- 


tion. 
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tion. She ardently wiſhed to make her ſome - 
preſent, but was reſtrained by the fear of 
offending, or of being again refuſed ; ſhe 
had, however, deviſed a private ſcheme for 
ſerving her more effectually than by the 
donation of a few guineas, and therefore, 
after earneſtly begging to hear from her if 
ſhe could poſſibly be of any uſe, ſhe told 
her that ſhe ſhould not find her confidence 
miſplaced, and promiſing again to ſee her 
ſoon, reluctantly departed. 2 85 


* 
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* i AN ExPEDIENT. 


THE ſcheme now projected by Cecilia, 


was to acquaint the ſurgeon who had th: 
already attended Mr. Belfield with his pre- to 
ſent ſituation and addreſs, and to deſire him | 

to continue his viſits, for the payment of ſte 

which ſhe would herſelf be accountable. Ip 

The raillery of young Delvile, however, ſur 

had taught her to fear the conſtructions of ful 

the world, and ſhe therefore purpoſed to tne 

keep both the ſurgeon and Mr. Belfield ig- clu 

norant to whom they were indebted. She of! 

was aware, indeed, that whatever might be ot 

her management, that high-ſpirited and un- he 

fortunate young man would be extremely rel 

hurt to find himſelf thus detected and pur- rep 

ſued; but ſhe thought his life too well cur 

worth preſerving to let it be ſacrificed to he 

his pride, and her internal conviction of tho 
being herſelf the immediate cauſe of its 1 
| preſent danger, gave to her an anxious and liev 
„ reſtleſs deſire to be herſelf the means of gav 
# extricating him from it. tak 
Rupil, the name of the ſurgeon, ſhe had in t 
already heard mentioned by Mr. Arnott, aut! 
and him 
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and in getting into her chair, ſhe ordered 
Ralph, her man, to enquire where he lived. 

know already where he lives, ma- 
dam,“ anſwered Ralph, for I ſaw his 
name over a door in Cavendiſh- ſtreet, Ox- 
ford-road ; I took particular notice of it, 
becauſe 1t was at the houſe where you 
ſtood up that day on account of the mob 
that was waiting to ſee che malefactors go 
to Tyburn.“ 
This anſwer unravelled to Ceri 2 my= 
ſtery which had long perplext her; for the 
ipeeches of young Delvile when he had 
ſurpriſed her in that fituation were now 
fully explained. In ſeeing her come out of 
the ſurgeon's houſe, he had naturally con- 
cluded ſhe had only entered it to aſk news 
of his patient, Mr. Belfield, her proteſtations 
of merely ſtanding. up to avoid the crowd, 
he had only laughed at; and his hints at her 
reſerve and diflimulation, were meant but to 
reproach her for refuſing his offer of pro- 
curing her intelligence, At the very time 
when, to all appearance, ſhe anxiouſly, 
though clandeſtinely, ſought it for herſelf. 

This diſcovery, notwithſtanding it re- 
lieved her from all ſuſpence of his meaning, 
gave her much vexation : to be ſuppoſed to 
rake an intereſt ſo ardent, yet ſo private, 
in the affairs of Mr. Belfield, might well 
authoriſe all ſuſpicions of her partiality for 
him: and even if * doubt had yet re- 

Vol. II. mained, 
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mained, the unlucky meeting upon the 


ſtairs at his lodgings, would not fail to 
diſpel it, and confirm the notion of her 
ſecret regard. She hoped, however, to have 
ſoon ſome opportunity of clearing up the 
miſtake, and reſolved in the mean time to be 
ſtudiouſly cautious in avoiding all appear. 
ances that might ſtrengthen it. 

No caution, however, and no appre- 
henſion, could intimidate her active hu- 
manity from putting into immediate exe- 
cution a plan in which ſhe feared any delay 
might be fatal; and therefore the moment 
ſhe got home, ſhe wrote the tollowing note 


to the ſurgeon. 1 


* 2 — ae Eſa. 


| March 27, 1779. 


A rritnp of Mr. Belfield begs Mr. Ru- 
pil will immediately call upon that gentle- 
man, who is in lodgings about the middle of 
Swallow- ſtreet, and inſiſt upon viſiting him 
till he 1s perfectly recovered, Mr, Rupil 
is entreated not to make known this requeſt, 
nor to receive from Mr. Belfield any return 
for his attendance; but to attribute the 
diſcovery of his reſidence to accident, and 
to reſt aſſured he ſhall be amply recom- 
penſed for his time and trouble by the friend 
who makes this application, and who is 


willing to give any ſecurity that Mr. Rupil 
3 ſhall 
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ſhall think ME mention, for the per- 


formance of this engagement.“ me 
Her next difficulty was in what manner 


to have this note conveyed; to ſend her 


own ſervant was inevitably betraying her- 
ſelf, to employ any other was riſking a 
confidence that might be ſtill more dan- 


gerous, and ſhe could not truſt to the 


penny-poſt, as her propoſal required an 
anſwer. After much deliberation, ſhe at 
length determined to have recourſe to Mrs. 
Hill, to whoſe. ſervices. ſhe was entitled, 
and upon whoſe fidelity ſhe could rely. 

The morning was already far advanced, 


but the Harrels dined late, and ſhe would 


not loſe a day where even an hour might be 
of importance. She went therefore imme- 


diately to Mrs. Hill, whom ſhe found al- 
ready removed into her new habitation in 
Fetter-lane, and equally buſy and happy in 


the change of ſcene and of employment. 
She gave to her the note, which ſhe deſired 


her to carry to Cavendiſh-fſtreet directly, 
and either to deliver it into Mr. Rupil's own 
hands, or to bring it back if he was out; 
but upon no neee to make known 
whence or from whom it came. | 

She then went into the back part of the 
ſhop, which by Mrs. Roberts was called 


the parlour, and amuſed herſelf during the 


ablence of her meſſenger, by playing with 
the children, 
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Mrs. Hill at her return ſaid ſhe had 
found Mr. Rupil at home, and as ſhe re- I 
fuſed to give the letter to the ſervant, ſhe v 
had been taken into a room where he 'was v 
talking with a gentleman, to whom, as ſoon n 
as he had read it, he ſaid with a laugh, | a 

% Why here's another perſon with the ſame 
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propoſal as yours ! however, I ſhall treat h 

you both alike,” And then he wrote an Cc 

anſwer, which he ſealed up, and bid her p. 

take care of. This anſwer was as follows : : th 

5 

« MR. RupiI. will certainly attend Mr. by 

Belfield, whoſe friends may be ſatisfied Ic 

he will do all in his power to recover him, in 
without receiving any recompence but the 

bi pleaſure of ſerving a gentleman who is ſo an 

. much beloved. N all 

i : th 

a Cecilia, charmed at this unhoped for ſel 

ſucceſs, was making further enquiries into att 
what had paſſed, when Mrs. Hill, in a low 

voice, ſaid, There's the gentleman, ma- im 

dam, who was with Mr. Rupil when I gave bu 

him the letter. I had a notion he was dodg- _ lef 

ing me all the way I came, for I ſaw him the 

Juſt behind me, turn which way I would.” ed] 

Cecilia then looked—and perceived young ae 

Delvile! who, after ſtopping a moment at of 

the door, came into the ſhop, and deſired he 

to be ſhewn ſome gloves, which, among Call 

other things, were laid in the window: ma 


5 | Extremely 
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Extremely difconcerted at the fight of 
him, ſhe began now almoſt to fancy there 
was ſome fatality attending her acquantance 
with him, fince ſhe was always fure of 
meeting, when ſhe had any” reaſon to wiſh 
avoiding him 

As ſoon as he ſaw he was obſerved by 
her, he bowed with the utmoſt reſpe&: Jhe 
coloured in returning the ſalutation, and 
prepared, with no little vexation, for ano- 
ther attack, and further rallery, ſimilar to 
what ſhe had already received from him: 
but, as ſoon as he had made his purchaſe, 
he bowed to her again, and, without ſpeak- 
ing, left the ſhop. 

A ſilence ſo unexpected at once aſtoniſhed 
and diſturbed her; ſhe again deſired to hear 
ai} that had pa 7d ar Mr. Rupil's, and from 
the relation gathered that Delvile had him- 
ſelf undertaken to be reſponſible for his 
attendance upon Mr, Belfield, 

A liberality fo like her own failed not to 
impreſs her with the moſt lively eſteem : 
but this ſerved rather to augment than 
leſſen the pain with which ſhe conſidered 
the clandeſtine appearance ſhe thus repeat- 
edly made to him. She had no doubt he 
had immediately concluded ſhe was author 
of the application to the ſurgeon, - and that 
he tollowed her meſſenger merely to aſcer- 
cain the fact; while his ſilence when he had 
made the diſcovery, ſhe could only attribute 

oe E 3 to 


re 

to his now believing that her regard for 

Mr. Belfield was too ſerious for raillery. 
Doubly, however, ſhe rejoiced at the 


generoſity of Mr. 1 as it rendered 


wholly unneceſſary her further interference: 
for ſhe now ſaw with ſome alarm the danger 
to which benevolence itſelf, directed towards 


a youthful object, might expoſe her. 


Ga 1b 4:4 103 


HAT. Vs 


* 


A REMON STRANGE. 


C ECILIA returned home fo late, that 
ſhe was ſummoned to the dining parlour 

the moment ſhe entered the houſe. Her 

morning dreſs, and her long abſence, excited 


much curioſity in Mrs. Harrel, which a 
quick ſucceſſion of queſtions evaſively 


anſwered foon made general; and Sir Ro- 
bert Floyer, turning to her with a look of 


ſurpriſe, faid, If you have ſuch freaks as 


theſe, Miſs Beverley, | muſt begin to enquire 
a little more into your proceedings.” 

* That, Sir,” ſaid Cecilia, very coldly, 
* would ill repay your trouble.” 

„When we get her to Violet Bank,” 


cried Mr. Harrel, „we ſhall be able to 


keep a better watch over her.” 
* 1 hope ſo,” anſwered Sir Robert; 
e though faith ſhe has been ſo demure, that 
I never ſuppoſed ſhe did any thing but read 
ſermons. However, I find there's no going 
upon truſt with women, any more than 

with money.” 
„Ay, Sir Robert,” cried Mrs. Harrel, 
** you know I always adviſed you not to 
E 4 be 
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be quite ſo eaſy, and J am ſure I really 


think you deſerve a little ſeverity, for not 
being more afraid.” 

Afraid of what, madam ?” cried the 
baronet; © of a young lady's walking out 
without me ? Do you think I wiſh to be 
any reſtraint upon Miſs Beverley's time in a 
morning, while I . have the happineſs of 
waiting upon her every afternoon ?” 


Cecilia was thunderſtruck by this ſpeech, 


which not 'only exprefied an open avowal 
of his pretenſions, but a confident ſecuri 
of his ſucceſs. She was ſhocked. that a 
man of ſuch principles ſhould even for a 
moment preſume upon her favour, and 
irritated at the ſtubbornneſs of Mr. Harrel 
in not acquainting him with her refuſal, 
His intimation of coming to the houſe 


for the happineſs of waiting upon ber, made 


her determine, without loſing a moment, to 
ſeek herſelf an explanation with him: while 
the diſcovery that he was included in the 


Eaſter party, which various other conco- 
mitant cauſes had already rendered diſa- 
greeable to her, made her look forward to 


that purpoſed expedition with nothing but 


unwillingneſs and diſtaſte. 


But though her earneſtneſs to conclude 
this affair made her now put herſelf volun- 


tarily in the way of the baronet, ſhe found 
her 
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her plan always counteracted by Mr. Har- 
= who, with an officionſneſs too obvious 

o pals for chance, conſtantly ſtopt the 
2 of any diſcourſe in ch he did 
not himſelf bear a part. A more paſſionate 
admirer might not have been ſo eaſily de- 
feated; but Sir Robert, too proud for ſoli- 
citation, and too indolent for aſſiduity, was 
very ſoon checked, becauſe very foon wea- 
ried, 

The whole evening, therefore, to her 
infinite mortification, paſſed away without 
affording her any opportunity of making 
known to him his miſtake. 

Her next effort was to remonſtrate with 
Mr. Harrel himſelf; but this ſcheme was 
not more eaſy of execution than the other, 

fince Mr. Harrel, ſuſpecting ſhe meant 
again to dun him for her money, avoided all 
ſeparate converſation with her fo fkilfilly, 

that ſhe could' not find a moment 1 mant 
him hear her. 

Ske then ;efolved to apply to "his FEM) 
but here her ſucceſs was not better: Mrs. 
Harrel, dreading another lecture upon œ co. 
nomy, peeviſhly anfwered* to her requeſt 
of a conference, that ſhe Was not very wel, 
and could not talk gravely. mt IOW 

Cecilia, juſtly Rendell with them all, 


had now no reſource but in Mr. Monckton, | 
F „ (i. IR . 
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whoſe counſel for effectually diſmiſſing the | 


baronet, ſhe determined to ſolicit by the 
firſt opportuaity. 5 


— 


The moment, therefore, that ſhe next 


ſaw him, ſhe acquainted him with the 
ſpeeches of Sir Robert and the behaviour 


of Mr. Harrel. GE Re ge not 

There needed no rhetoric to point out to 
Mr. Monckton the danger of ſuffering ſuch 
expectations, or the impropriety of her pre- 
ſent ſituation : he was ſtruck with both in a 
manner the moſt forcible, and ſpared not 
for warmth of expreſſion to alarm her deli- 


cacy, or add to her diſpleaſure, But chiefly 


he was exaſperated againſt Mr. Harrel, 
aſſuring her there could be no doubt but 
that he had ſome particular intereſt in ſo 
ſtrenuouſly and artfully ſupporting the pre- 
tenſions of Sir Robert. Cecilia endeavoured 
to refute this opinion, which ſhe regarded 
as proceeding rather fram prejudice than 
Juſtice z; but when ſhe mentioned that the 
baronet was invited to ſpend the Eaſter 
holidays at Violet Bank, he repreſented 


with ſuch energy the conſequent con- 


ſtructions of the world, as well as the 


unavoidable encouragement ſuch intimacy 
would imply, that he terrified her into an 


earneſt entreaty to ſuggeſt to her ſome way 
of deliverance. 
ana Fg 3 181 
„There is only one;” anſwered he, 
W | « you 
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ou muſt peremptorily refuſe to go to 
72 Bank — If, after whey has 
paſſed, you are included in the ſame party 
with Sir Robert, you give a ſanction yours 
ſelf to the reports already cjrculated of your 
engagements with him : and the effect of 
ſuch a ſanction will be more ſerious than 
you can eaſily imagine, ſince the knowled 
that a connection is believed in the world, 
frequently, if not generally, leads by im- 
perceptible degrees to its real — 1 
Cecilia, with the utmoſt alacrity, pro- 
miſed implicitly to follow his advice, what- 
ever might be the oppoſition of Mr. Harrel, 
He quitted her, therefore, with unuſual 
ſatisfaction, happy in his power over her 
mind, and anticipating with ſecret rapture 
the felicity he had in reſerve from viliting 
her during the abſence of the family. by 
As no private interview 'was neceſſary 
for making known her intention of giving 
up the Eaſter party, which was to take place 
in two day's time, ſhe mentioned the next 
morning her deſign of ſpending the holidays 
in town, when Mr. Harrel ſauntered into 
the breakfaſt room to give fome commiliion 
to his lady. 
At firſt he * laughed at ber plan, 
gaily rallying her upon her love of folitude; 
but when he found it was ſerious, he very 


warmly oppoſed it, and called upon Mrs. 
E 6 | Harrel 
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Harrel to join in his expoſtulacions. That 
lady ee but in ſo faint a manner, 
that Cecilia ſoon ſaw ſhe did not wiſh to 
prevail; and with a concern that coſt her 
Infinite pain, now finally perceived that not 
only all her former affection was ſubſided 
into indifference, but that, ſince ſhe thad 
endeavoured to abridge ker amuſements, 
ſhe regarded her as a ſpy, and dreaded her 
as the cenſor of her conduct. | 

Mean while Mr. Arnott, who was preſent, 
though he interfered not in the debate, 
waited the event with anxiety; naturally 
hoping her objections aroſe from her diſlike 
of Sir Robert, and ſecretly reſolving to de 
guided himſelf by her motions. 

Cecilia at length, tired of the importu— 
nities of Mr. Harrel, gravely ſaid, that if 
he deſired to hear the reaſons which obliged 


her to refuſe his requeſt, ihe was ready to 


communicate them. 
Mr. Harrel, after a little heſitation, ac- 


companied her into another room. 


She then declared her reſolution not to 
live under the ſame roof with Sir Robert, 


and very openly expreſſed her vexation and 
diſpleaſure, that he fo evidently perſiſted in 
giving that gentleman encouragement. 

* My dear Miſs Beverley,” anſwered he, 
careleſsly, when young ladies will not 


know their own minds, it is neceſſary ſome 
friend 
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friend ſhould tell it them: you wete cer. 
tainly very favourable to Sit Robert but à 


ſhort time ago, and ſo, I dare ſay, you wil! 


be again, When * have ſeen” more of 
him.? 
_*« You amaze me, Sir! wy eried Cecilia: 
c when was J favourable to him? Has he 
not always and "ney Fer my aver- 
. fiom #70 

„ fancy,” anſwered Mr. Hartel, laugh- 
ing, you will not eaſily perſuade him to 


think ſo; your behaviour at the Opera- 


houſe was ill calculited 'ro give him that 
notion.“ | 

. My behaviour" at ql" Opera. horſe; 
Sir, I have already explained to''you ; and 
if Sir Robert himſelf has any doubts, erther 
from that circumſtance or from 'any other; 
pardon | me if I fay they can only be attri- 
buted to your unwillingnefs to remove 
them. I entreat you, therefore, to trifle 
with him no longer, nor to ſubject me again 
to the freedom of Implications extremely 
diſagreeable to me.” 

« O fie, fie, Miſs Beverley after all 
that has paſſed, after his long expectations, 
and his conſtant attendance, you cannot 
1 a moment think ſeriouſly of diſcarding 

im.” 

* ny ſurpriſed and provoked 

y this ſpeech, could not for a moment tell 

how 
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how to anſwer it; and Mr. Harrel, wilfully 


miſinterpreting her ſilence, took her band, 
and ſaid, Come, I am ſure you have too 
much honour to make a fool of ſuch a man 
as Sir Robert Floyer. There is not a wo- 
man in town who will not envy your choice, 
and I aſſure you there is not a man in Eng- 
land I would ſo ſoon recommend to ans 

He would then have hurried her back to 


the next room; but, drawing away her 


hand with undiſguiſed reſentment, yo, 
Sir,” ſhe cried, © this muſt not paſs | 
poſitive rejection of Sir Robert the — bk 


you communicated to me his propoſals, you 


can neither have forgotten nor miſtaken : 
and you mult not wonder if I acknowledge 


myſelf extremely diſobliged by your un- 


accountable perſeverance in refuſing to re- 
ceive my anſwer.” 
_ * Young ladies who have been bro! 
up in the country,” returned Mr. Harrel, 
with his uſual negligence, ©& are always ſo 
high flown in their notions, it 1s difficult. 
to deal with them; but as I am much better 
acquainted with the world than you can be, 
you muſt give me leave to tell you, that if, 
after all, you refuſe Sir Robert, it will be 
uſing him very ill.” © 
Why will you ſay ſo, Sir?” cried Ce- 
eilia, when. it is utterly impoſſible you 
can have formed fo prepoſterous an opi- 
nion. 
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nion. Pray hear me, however, finally, and 
pray tell Sir Robert a : I 
No, no,” interrupted he, with affected 


gaiety, you ſhall manage it all your own __ 


way; I will have nothing to do with the 
quarrels of lovers.” | 


And then, with a pretended laugh, he 


haſtily left her. | | 

Cecilia was ſo much incenſed by this im- 
_ practicable behaviour, that inſtead of re- 
turning to the family, ſhe went directly to 
her own room. It was eaſy for her to ſee 
that Mr. Harrel was bent upon uſing every 
method he could deviſe, to entangle her 
into ſome engagement with Sir Robert, and 
though ſhe could not imagine the meaning 
of ſuch a ſcheme, the littleneſs of his beha- 
viour excited her contempt, and the long- 
continued error of the baronet gave her the 
utmoſt uneaſineſs. She again determined 
to ſeek an explanation with him. herſelf, 
and immovably to refuſe joining the party 
to Violet Bank. — OH 

The following day, while the ladies and 
Mr. Arnott were at breakfaſt, Mt. Harrel 
came into the room to enquire if they ſhould 
all be ready to ſet off for his villa by ten 


o'clock the next day. Mrs. Harrel and her 


brother anſwered in the affirmative; but 
Cecilia was ſilent, and he turned to her and 
repeated his queſtion, : 


« Do: 
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Do you think me > capricious, Sit,” 
ſaid ſhe; ** that. after telling you but yeſter- 
day I could not be of your party, i ſhall 
tell you to-day that I can?“ 

* Why you do not really mean to re- 
main in town by yourſelf?“ replied he, 
* you cannot ſuppoſe that will be an eli- 
gible plan for a young lady. On the con- 
trary, it will be ſo very improper, that I 
think myſelf, as your Guardian, obliged 
to pole = 
Amazed at this authoritative ſpeech, 
Cecilia looked at him with a mixture of 
mortification and anger; but knowing it 
would be vain to reſiſt his power if he 
was reſolute to exert it, ſhe made not any 
—_— 3 

“ Beſides,” he continued, ** I have a 
plan for ſome alterations in the houſe dur- 
ing my abſence; and I think your room, 
in particular, will be much improved by 
them: but it will be impoſſible to employ 
any workmen, if we do not all quit the 
premiſes.” ' 

This determined perſecution now ſeri- 
ouſly alarmed her; ſhe ſaw that Mr. Harrel 
would omit no expedient or ſtratagem to 
encourage the addreſſes of Sir Robert, and 
force her into his preſence; and ſhe began 
next to apprehend that her connivance in 


his conduct might be preſumed upon by 
that 
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that gentleman: ſhe reſolved, therefore, as 
the laſt and only effort in her power for 
avoiding him, to endeavour to find an ac- 
commodation at the houſe of Mrs. Delvile, 
during the excurſion to Violet Bank : and 
if, when ſhe returned to Portman- ſquare, 
the baronet ſtill perſevered in his attendance, 
to entreat her friend Mr. Monckton would 
take upon himſelf the 1 of undeceiving 


him. 
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AS not a moment was now to be loſt, 

Cecilia had no ſooner ſuggeſted this 
ſcheme, than ſhe haſtened to St. James's 
Square, to try its practicability. 


She found Mrs. Delvile alone, and ſtill 


After the firſt compliments were over, 
while ſhe was conſidering in what manner 


to introduce her propoſal, Mrs. Delvile her- 


ſelf led to the ſubject, by ſaying I am 


very ſorry to hear we are ſo ſoon to loſe you; 


but I hope Mr. Harrel does not intend to 
make any long ſtay at his villa; for it he 
does, I ſhall be half tempted to come and 
run away with you from him.” 

And that,” ſaid Cecilia, delighted with 
this opening, would be an honour I am 
more than half tempted to defire.” 


* Why indeed your leaving London at 


this time,” continued Mrs. Delvile, is, 
for me, particularly unfortunate, as, if I 
could now be favoured with your viſits, I 
ſhould doubly value them ; for Mr. Del- 

vile 1s gone to ſpend the holydays 3 - 
| 5 | Duke 
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Duke of Derwent's, whither I was not well 
enough to accompany him ; my ſon has his 
own engagements, and there are ſo few 
people I can bear to ſee, that I ſhall live al- 
moſt entirely alone“ e 

If. J,“ cried Cecilia, in fuch a ſitu- 
ation might hope to be admitted, how glad- 
ly for that happineſs would I exchange my 
expedition to Violet- bank!“ 1 

* You are very good, and very ami- 
able,” ſaid Mrs. Delvile, and your ſo- 
ciety would, indeed, give me infinite ſatis- 
faction. Yet I am no enemy to ſolitude ; 
on the contrary, company is commonly 
burthenſome to me; I find few who have 
any power to give me entertainment, and 
even of thoſe few, the chief part have in 
their manners, ſituation, or characters, an 
unfortunate ſomething, that generally renders 
a near connection with them inconvenient 
or diſagreeable. There are, indeed, ſo many 
draw- backs to regard and intimacy, from 
pride, from propriety, and various other 
collateral cauſes, that rarely as we meet with 
people of brilliant parts, there is almoſt ever 
tome objection to our deſire of meeting them 
again. Yet to live wholly alone is chear- 
leſs and depreſſing; and with you, at leaſt, 
taking Cecilia's hand, I find not one 
ſingle obſtacle to oppoſe to a thouſand in- 


ducements, which invite me to form a 
friendſhip 
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friendſhip that I can only hope may be as 
laſting, as I am ſure it will be pleaſant,” 
Cecilia expreſſed her ſenſe of this partia- 


Iity in the warmeſt terms; and Mrs. Del- 


vile, ſoon diſcovering by her manner that 
ſhe took not any del: ght in her intended 
viſit to Violet-Bank, began next to queſti- 
on her whether it would be poſſible for her 
to give it up. 

She inſtantly anſwered in the affirmative. 

And would you really be ſo 774 
cried Mrs. Delvile, with ſome ſurpriſe, * 
to beſtow upon me the time you had detia. 
ed for this gay excurſion ?” 

„ Moſt willingly,” anſwered Cecilia,“ if 
you are ſo good as to wiſh it.“ 

But can you alſo——for you muſt by 


no means remain alone in Portman Square, 


manage to live entirely in my houſe till 


Mr. Harrel's return?“ 


To this propoſal, which was what ſhe 
moſt deſired, Cecilia gave a glad aſſent; 
and Mrs. Delvile, extremely pleaſed with 
her compliance, promiſed to have an apart- 
ment prepared for her immediately. 


She then haſtened home, to announce her | 


new plan. 

This ſhe took occaſion to do when the fa- 
mily was aſſembled at dinner. The fur- 
prize with which ſhe was heard was very 
general : Sir Robert ſeemed at a loſs what 
concluſion 
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concluſion to draw from her information; 


Mr. Arnott was half elated with pleaſure, 
and half depreſſed with apprehenſion; Mrs, 


Harrel wondered, without any other. ſenſa⸗ 
tion; and Mr. Harrel himſelf was evident- 


ly the moſt concerned of the party. 


Every effort of perſuaſion and importu- 


nity he now eſſayed to prevail upon her to 


give up this ſcheme, and ſtill accompany 
them to the villa; but ſhe coolly anſwered 
that her engagement with Mrs. Delvile was 
decided, and the had appointed to wait upon 
her the next morning. 

When her reſolution was found ſo ſteady, 
a general ill humour took place of ſurpriſe : 
Sir Robert now had the air of a man who 
thought himſelf affronted; Mr. Arnott was 
wretched from a thouſand uncertainties; 
Mrs. Harrel, indeed, was fill the moſt in- 
different; but Mr. Harrel could hardly re- 
preſs his diſappointment and anger. 


Cecilia, however, was all gaiety and plea- 


ſure: in removing only from the houſe of 


one guardian to another, ſhe knew ſhe could 


not be oppoſed ; and the flattering readineſs 
with which Mrs. Delvile had anticipated 
her requeſt, without enquiring into her mo- 
tives, had relieved her from a ſituation 
which now grew extremely diſtreſſing, withr 
out giving to her the pain of making com- 
plaints of Mr, Harrel. The abſence of Mr. 

Delvile 
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Delvile contributed to her happineſs, and 
ſhe much rejoiced in having now the pro- 
ſpect of a ſpeedy opportunity to explain to 
his ſon, whatever had appeared myſterious 


in her conduct reſpecting Mr. Belfield. If 


ſhe had any thing to regret, it was merely 
the impoſſibility, at this time, of waiting 
for the counſel of Mr. Monckton. © 
The next morning, while the family was 
in-the midſt of preparation for departure, 
ſhe took leave of Mrs. Harrel, who faintly 
lamented the loſs of her company, and then 
haſtily made her compliments to Mr. Har. 
rel and Mr. Arnott, and putting herſelf in- 
to a chair, was conveyed to her new habi- 
tation. | NY 
Mrs. Delvile received her with the moſt 
diſtinguiſhed politeneſs ; ſhe conducted her 
to the apartment which had been- prepared 
for her, led her to the library, which ſhe 
delired her to make uſe of as her own, and 
gave her the moſt obliging charges to re- 
member that ſhe was in a houſe of which 
ſhe had the command. TE! 
Young Delvile did not make his appear- 


ance til] dinner time. Cecilia, from recol- 


lecting the ſtrange ſituations in which ſhe 
had lately been teen by him, bluſhed ex- 
tremely when ſhe firſt met his eyes; but 
finding him gay and eaſy, general in his 
converſation, and undeſigning in his * 
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ſhe ſoon recovered from. her embarraſſment, 


and paſſed the reſt of the day without re- 
ſtraint or uneaſineſs. 

Every hour ſhe ſpent with Mrs. Delvile, 
contributed to raiſe in her eſteem the mind 
and underſtanding of that lady. She found, 
indeed, that it was not for nothing ſhe Was 


accuſed of pride, but ſhe found at the ſame 


time ſo many excellent qualities, ſo much 
true dignity of. mind, and ſo noble a ſpirit. 


of liberality, that however great was the re- 


ſpect ſhe ſeemed to demand, it was always 
inferior to what ſhe felt inclined to pay. 

Nor was young Delvile leſs rapid in the 
progreſs he made in her favour ; his cha- 
racter, upon every opportunity of ſhewing 
it, roſe in her opinion, and his diſpoſition 
and manners had a mingled ſweetneſs and 
vivacity that rendered his ſociety attractive, 
and his converſation ſpirited, 

Here, therefore, Cecilia experienced that 
happineſs ſhe ſo long had coveted in vain : 
her life was neither public nor private, her 
amuſements were neither diſſipated nor re- 
tired ; the. company ſhe ſaw were either 
people of high rank or ſtrong parts, and 


their viſits were neither frequent nor long, 


The ſituation ſhe quitted gave a zeſt to that 
into which ſhe entered, for ſhe was now no 
longer ſhocked by extravagance or levity, 


no longer tormented with addreſſes which 
diſguſted 


120 
diſguſted her, nor horrided by the ingrati. 
tude of the friend ſhe” had endeavoured: to 


ferve. All was ſmooth and ſerene, pet the 


ly and intereſting. 
Her plan, however, of Users to young 


Delvile his miſtakes concerning Belfield, ſhe 


could not put in execution; for he now 
never led to the ſubject, though he was fre- 
quently alone with her, nor ſeemed at all 
deſirous to renew his former raillery, or re- 
peat his enquiries. She wondered at this 
change in him, bur choſe rather to wait the 
revival of his own curiofity, than to diſtreſs 
or perplex herſelf by contriving methous of 
explanation. 1 
Situated thus happily, ſhe had now one 
only anxiety, which was to know whether, 
and in what manner, Mr, Belfield had re- 
ceived his ſurgeon, as well as the actual ſtate 


of his own and his ſiſter's affairs: but the 
fear of again encountering young Delvile in 


ſuſpicious circumſtances, deterred her at 
preſent from going to their houſe, Yet her 
natural benevolence, which partial conve- 


nience never lulled to fleep, impreſſing her 


with an apprehenſion that her ſervices might 
be wanted, ſne was induced to write to Miſs 
Belfield, though ſhe forbore to viſit her. 


Her jetter was ſhort, but kind and to the 


purpoſe: ſhe apologized for her officiouſ- 


neſs, deſired to know if her brother was 
better, 
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better, and entreated her, in terms the moſt 


. delicate, to acquaint her if yet ſhe would 


accept from her any aſſiſtance. 

She ſent this letter by her ſervant, who, 
after waiting a conſiderable time, brought 
her the following anſwer. 


To Miſs BEVERLEx. 


Ah madam! your goodneſs quite melts 
me! we want nothing, however, yet, though 
] tear we ſhall not ſay fo much longer. But 
though I hope I ſhall never forget myſelf ſo 
as to be proud and impertinent, I will ra- 


ther ſtruggle with any hardſhip than beg, 


for I will not diſoblige my poor brother by 
any fault that I can help, eſpecially now he 
18 fallen ſo low. But, thank heaven, his 
wound has at laſt been dreſſed, for the ſurge- 
on has found him out, and he attends him 
for nothing; though my brother is willing 
to part with every thing he 1s worth in the 
world, rather than owe "that obligation to 
him: yet I often wonder why he hates 


ſo to be obliged, for when he was rich him- 


ſelf he was always doing ſomething to oblige 
other people, Blit I fear the 1 thinks 


him very bad! for he won't ſpeak to us 


when we follow him down ſtairs. 
2 am ſadly aſhamed to ſend this bad writ- 
2, but I dare not aſk my brother for any 
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help, becauſe he would only be angry that 
I wrote any thing about him at all; but 
indeed I have ſeen too little good come of 
pride to think of imitating it ; and as [ 
have not his genius, I am ſure there is no 


need I ſhould have his defects: ill, there. 


fore, as I write, you, madam, who have ſo 
much goodneſs and gentleneſs, would for- 

ive it, I believe, if it was worſe, almoſt, 
And though we are not in need of your 
kind offers, it is a great comfort to me to 
think there is a lady in the world that, if 


we come to be quite deſtitute, and if the 


proud heart of my poor "unhappy brother 
ſhould be quite broke down, will look upon 
our diſtreſs with pity, and generouſly help 

us from quite ſinking under it. I remain, 

Madam, 
with the moſt humble reſpect, 
your ever moſt obliged 
humble ſervant, 

HENRIETTA BELFIELD. 


Cecilia, much moved by the ſimplicity 
of this letter, determined that her very firſt 
viſit from Portman-Square ſhould be to its 
fair and innocent writer. And having now 
an aſſurance that ſhe was in no immediate 
diſtreſs, and that her brother was actually 
under Mr. Rupil's care, ſhe diſmiſſed from 


her mind the only ſubject of uneaſineſs that 
at 


F 
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at preſent had endeavoured to diſturb it 


id gave herſelf wholly up to the delightful 


ſerenity of unallayed happineſs. 

Few are the days of felicity unmixed 
which. we acknowledge while we experi- 
ence, though many are thoſe we deplore, 
when by ſorrow taught their value, and by 
misfortune, their loſs. Time with Cecilia 
now glided on with ſuch rapidity, that before 
ſhe thought the morning half over, the 
evening was cloſed, and ere ſhe was ſenſible 
the firſt weck was paſt, the ſecond was de- 
parted for ever. More and more pleaſed 
with the inmates of her new habitation, ſhe 
found inthe abilities of Mrs, Delvile ſources 
inexhauſtible of entertainment, and in 
the diſpoſition and ſentiments of her ſon 
ſomething ſo concordant to her own, that 
almoſt every word he ſpoke ſhewed the ſym- 
pathy of their minds, and almoſt every look 
which caught her eyes was a reciprocation 
of intelligence. Her heart, deeply wound- 
ed of late by unexpected indifference, and 
undeſerved mortification, was now, per- 


haps, more than uſually ſuſceptible of thoſe 


penetrating and exquiſite pleaſures which 
friendſhip and kindneſs poſſeſs the higheſt 
powers of beftowing. Eaſy, gay, and airy 
the only roſe to happineſs, and only a 
to reſt; and not merely heightened was her 


preſent enjoyment by her paſt diſappoint- 
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ment, but, carrying her retroſpection to 


her earlieft remembrance, ſhe ſtill found her 


actual ſituation more peculiarly adapted to 
her taſte and temper, than any ſhe had hi- 
therto at any time experienced. 

The very morning that the deſtined fort- 
night was elapſed, ſhe received a note from 
Mrs. Harrel, with information of her arri- 
val in town, and an entreaty that ſhe would 
return to Portman- Square, 

Cecilia, who, thus happy, had forgot 
to mark the progreſs of time, was now all 
amazement to find the term of her abſence 
ſo ſoon paſt, She thought of going back 
with the utmoſt reluctance, and of quitting 
her new abode with the moſt lively regret. 
The repreſentations of Mr, Monckton 
daily loſt their force, and notwithſtanding 
her diſlike of Mr. Delvile, ſhe had no with 
ſo earneſt as that of being ſettled in his fa- 
mily for the reſt of her minority. 

To effect this was her next thought; yet 
ſhe knew not how to. make the ine. by 
but from the uncommon partiality of Mrs. 
Delvile, ſhe hoped, with a very little en- 
couragement, ſhe would lead to it her- 
ſelf. 

Here, however, ſhe was diſappointed ; 
Mrs. Delvile, when ſhe heard of the ſum- 


mons from the Harrels, expreſſed her ſor- 


row at loſing her in terms of the moſt flat- 
tering 
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ering regret, yet ſeemed to think the part- 
ing indiſpenſable, and dropt not the moſt 


diſtant hint of attempting to prevent it. 


Cecilia, vexed and diſconcerted, then 
made arrangements for her departure, which 
ſhe fixed for the next morning. 

The reſt of this day, unlike every other 
which for the laſt fortnight had preceded it, 
was paſſed with little appearance, and no 
reality of ſatisfaction : Mrs. Delvile was 
evidently concerned, her ſon openly avow- 
ed his chagrin, and Cecilia felt the utmoſt 
mortification ; yet, though every one was 
diſcontented, no effort was made towards 
obtaining any delay. 

The next morning during breakfaſt, Mrs. 
Delvile very elegantly thanked her for 
granting to her ſo much of her time, and 


_ earneſtly begged to ſee her in future when- 


ever ſhe could be ſpared from her other 


friends; proteſting ſhe was now ſo accũſ- 


tomed to her ſociety, that ſhe ſhould require 
both long and frequent viſits to ſoften the 
ſeparation, This requeſt was very eagerly 
ſeconded by young Delvile, who warmly 
ſpoke his ſatisfaCtion that his mother had 
found ſo charming a friend, and unaffect- 
edly joined in her entreaties that the inti- 


macy might be ſtill more cloſely cemented. 


Cecilia had no great difficulty in accord- 


ing her compliance to thoſe demands, of 
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which the kindneſs and cordiality ſomewhat 
leſſened her diſturbance at the parting. 

When Mrs. Harrel's carriage arrived, 
Mrs. Delvile took a moſt affectionate 
leave of her, and her ſon attended her to 
the coach. 

In her way down ſtairs, he ſtopt her for 
a tew. moments, and in ſome confuſion ſaid 


<« I wiſh much to apologize to Miſs Bever- 
ley, before her departure, for the very groſs 


miſtake of which I have been guilty. I 


know not if it is poſſible ſhe can pardon me, 


and I hardly know myſelf by what perver- 
ſity and blindneſs I perſiſted ſo long 1 in my 


error.“ 
* O,“ cried. Cecilia, much Fu RT at 


this voluntary explanation, «if you are but 


convinced you were really in an error, I 
have nothing more to wiſh, Appearances, 
indeed, were ſo ſtrangely againſt me, that 
I ought not, perhaps, to wonder they de- 


ceived you.” 


* This is being candid indeed,” anſwer- 
ed he, again leading her on: © and in 
truth, though your anxiety was obvious, 
its cauſe was obſcure, and where any thing 
is left to conjecture, opinion interferes, and 
the judgment is eaſily warped. My own. 
partiality, however, for Mr. Belfield, will 


I hope plead my excuſe, as from chat, and 


not from any prejudice againſt the Baronet, 


my 


— — 
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my miſtake aroſe : on the contrary, ſo high- 
ly I reſpect your taſte and your diſcernment, 
that your approbation, when known, can 
ſcarcely fail of ſecuring mine.” | 


Great as was the aſtoniſhment of Cecilia 
at the concluſion of this ſpeech ; ſhe was at 


the coach door before ſhe could make any 


anſwer : but Delvile, perceiving her ſur- 
priſe, added, while he handed her in, Is 
it poſſible but no, it is ut poſſible I 
ſhould be again miſtaken. I forbore to 
ipeak at all, till I had information by 
which I could not be miſled.” 

* I know not in what unaccountable ob- 
ſcurity,” cried Cecilia, IJ, or my affairs, 
may be involved, but I perceive that the 
cloud which I had hoped was diſſi pated, is 
thicker and more 1mpenetrable than ever.” 

Delvile then bowed to her with a look 
that accuſed her of inſincerity, and the car- 
riage drove away. 0 5 

Teazed by theſe eternal miſtakes, and 
provoked to find that though the object of 
her ſuppoſed partiality was ſo frequently 
changed, the notion of her poſitive engage- 
ment with one of the dueliſts was invariable, 
the reſolved with all the ſpeed in her power, 


to commiſſion Mr. Monckton to wait upon 


Sir Robert Floyer, and in her own name 
give a formal rejection to his propoſals, and 
deſire him thenceforward to make known, 
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by every opportunity, their total Ae 


dance of each other: for ſick of debating 
with Mr. Harrel, and deteſting all inter- 
courſe with Sir Robert, ſhe now dropt her 
deſign of ſeeking an explanation herſelf. 
She was received by Mrs, Harrel with 
the ſame coldneſs with which ſhe had part- 
ed from her. That lady appeared now to 
have ſome uneaſineſs upon her mind, and 


Cecilia endeavoured to draw from her 


its cauſe; but far from ſeeking any al- 
leviation in friendihip, ſhe ſtudiouſly 
avoided her, ſeeming pained by her con- 
verſation, and reproached by her ſight. 
Cecilia perceived this encreaſing reſerve 
with much concern, but with more indig- 


_—_ conſcious that her good offices had 


erited a better reception, and angry to 
find that her advice had not merely failed 
of ſucceſs, but even expoſed her to aver- 


fon. 


Mr. Harrel, on the contrary, behaved 
to her with unuſual civility, ſeemed eager 
to oblige her, and deſirous to render his 
houſe more agreeable to her than ever, 
But in this he did nat proſper; for Cect- 
lia, immediately upon her return, looking 
in her apartment for the projected altera- 
tions, and finding none had been made, was 
ſo diſguſted by ſuch a detection of duplici- 


ty, that he ſunk yet lower than before in 
her 


ww 9 


her opinion, and the repined at the neceſ- 
fity ſhe was under of any longer continuing 
his gueſt, 


The Joy of Mr. Arnott at again ſeeing: 


her, was viſible and ſincere; and not a little 
was it encreaſed by finding that Cecilia, 
who ſought not more to avoid Mr, Harrel 
and Sir Robert, than: ſhe was herſelf avoid- 


ed by Mrs. Harrel, talked with pleaſure 


to nobody elſe in the houſe, and ſcarce- 
ly attempted to conceal that he was the only 
one of the family who poſſeſſed any portion 
of her eſteem. 

Even Sir Robert appeared now to have 
formed a deſign of paying her rather more 
reſpect than he had hitherto thought neceſ- 
ſary; but the violence he did himſelf was 
ſo evident, and his imperious nature feem— 
ed ſo repugnant to the taſk, that his info- 
lence, breaking forth by ſtarts, and check- 
ed only by compulſion, was but the more 
conſpicuous from his inadequate efforts to- 
diſguiſe it. 
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As Cecilia now found herſelf cleared, at 
leaſt, of all ſuſpicions of harbouring 
too tender a regard for Mr. Belfield, her 


objections to viſiting his ſiſter were removed, 


and the morning After her return to Mr. 


-Harrel's, ſhe went in a chair to Swallow- 


ſtreet. 
She ſent her ſervant up ſtairs to enquire 


if ſhe might be admitted, and was imme- 


diately taken into the room where ſhe had 
twice before been received. 

In a few minutes Miſs Belfield, ſoftly 
opening and ſhutting the door of the next 
apartment, made her appearance. She 
looked thin and pale, but much gratified 
by the fight of Cecilia. Ah madam!” 
ſhe cried, © you are good indeed not to 
forget us! and you can little think how it 

chears and conſoles me, that ſuch a lady 


as you can condeſcend to be kind to me. 
It 


he 


* 


it 
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It is quite the only pleafure that J have 
now in the whole world.“ 

„ I grieve that you have no greater; 
cried Cecilia, you ſeem much e 
and harraſſed. How is your brother? I 
fear you neglect your own health, by too 
much attention to his.” 

No, indeed, madam ; my mother does 
every thing for -him herſelf, and hardly 
ſuffers any body elle to go near him.“ 

„ What, then, makes you ſo melan- 
choly ?” ſaid Cecilia, taking her hand; 
* you do not look well; your anxiety, I 
am ſure, 1s too much for your ſtrength.” 

« How ſhould I look well, madam,” 
anſwered ſhe, © living as I live ? however, 
I will not talk of myſelf, but of my bro- 
ther, —O he is ſo ill! indeed J am ſadly, 
ſadly afraid he will never be well * os 

What does his ſurgeon ſay ? you are 
too tender, and too much frightened to be 
any judge.” 

« Tt is not that I think myſelf he will 
die of his wound, for Mr. Rupil ſays the 
wound is almoſt nothing; but he is in a 
conſtant fever, and ſo thin, and ſo weak, 
that indeed it is almoſt impoſſible he ſhould 
recover !? | 

- You are too apprehenſive,” ſaid Ce- 
cilia, © you know not what effect the coun- 
try air may have upon him; there are many, 
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many expedients that with ſo yOUng a man 
may yet be ſucceſsful.” 

O no, the country air can do nothing 
for him! for I will not deceive you, ma- 
dam, for that would be doubly a fault when 
I am ſo ready in blaming other people for 
wearing falſe appearances : beſides, you are 
io good and ſo gentle, that it quite com- 

oſes me to talk with you. So I will ho- 
neſtly ſpeak the truth, and the whole truth 
at once; my poor brother is lo{ſt—O I fear 
for ever loft !— all by his own unhappy 
pride! he forgets his father was a tradeſ- 
man, he is aſhamed of all his family, and his 
whole deſire is to live among the grandeſt 
people, as if he belonged to no other. And 
now that he can no longer do that, he takes. 
the diſappointment ſo to heart that he can- 
not get the better of it; and he told me 
this i morning that he wiſhed he was dead, 
for he did not know why he ſhould live only 
to ſee his own ruin! But when he ſaw how L 
eried at his ſaying ſo, he was very ſorry in- 
deed, for he has always been the Kkindeſt. 
brother in the world, when he has been 
away from the great folks who. have | poilt 
him: but Why, ſaid he, Henrietta, why 
would you have me live, when inſtead of 
raiſing you and my poor mother into an 
higher ſtation, I am ſunk fo low, that I 
only help to conſume your own poor pit: 


tances to ſupport m me in my diſgrace! 5 
: ec Lam. 


. 


onCrt iS 

&« I am ſorry indeed,” ſaid Cecilia, te to 
find he has ſo deep a ſenſe of the failure of 
his expectations: but how happens it that 


you are ſo much wiſer ? Young and inex- 


perienced as you are, and early as you mult 
have been accuſtomed, from your mother 
as well as from Mr. Belkeld, to far other 
doctrine, the clearneſs of your judgment, 
and the juſtneſs of your remarks, altomſh 
as much as they charm me.” 

“Ah madam ! brought up as I have 


been brought up, there is little wonder I 


ſhould ſee the danger of an high education, 
let me be ever ſo ignorant of every thing 
elſe; for I, and all my ſiſters, have been 
the ſufferers the whole time : and while we 
were kept backward, that he might be 
brought forward, while we were denied 
comforts, that he might have luxuries, 
how could we help ſeeing the evil of ſo much 
vanity, and wiſhing we had all been brought: 
up according to our proper ſtation? inſtead 
of living in continual inconvenience, and 
having one part of a family ſtruggling with. 
diſtreſs, only to let another part of it ap- 
pear in a way he had no right to!” 
Hou rationally,” ſaid Cecilia, © have 
you conſidered this ſubject ! and how much 


do I honour you for the affection you re- 


tain for your brother, notwithſtanding the 
wrongs 
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wrongs you have ſuffered to promote hig 
elevation! 

« Indeed he deſerves it; take but from 
him that one fault, pride, and I believe he 


has not another : and humoured and darling 


child as from his infancy he has always 


been, who at that can wonder, or be 
angry?“ | 


% And. has he {till no plan, no ſcheme. 


for his future deſtination ?”? 
C No, madam, none at all; and that it 
is makes him ſo miſerable, and being ſo mi- 


ſerable makes him ſo ill, for Mr. Rupil 


ſays that with ſuch uneaſineſs upon his 


mind, he can never, in his preſent low ſtate, 


get well. O it is melancholy to ſee how he 
is altered! and how he has loſt all his fine 
ſpirits ! he that uſed to be the life of us 
all !—And now he hardly ever ſpeaks a 
word, or if he does, he ſays ſomething ſo 
ſorrowful that it cuts us to the ſoul ! But 
yeſterday, when my mother and I thought 
he was aſleep, he lifted up his head, and 


looked at us both with the tears in his eyes, 


which almoſt broke our hearts to ſee, and 


then, in a low voice, he ſaid “ what a 


lingering illneſs is this! Ah, my dear mo- 
ther, you and poor Henrietta ought to wiſh 
it quicker over! for ſhould I recover, my 
life, hereafter, will but linger like this 0 

nels, 
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neſs. And after wards he called out ** what 
on earth is to become of me? I ſhall never 
have health for the army, nor intereſt, nor 
means; what am I to do? ſubſiſt in the 
very prime of my life upon the bounty of a 
widowed mother ! or, with ſuch an educa- 
tion, ſuch connections as mine, enter at 
laſt into ſome mean and ſordid buſineſs ?” 

« It ſeems, then,” ſaid Cecilia, © he now 
leſs wants a phyſician than a friend.” 3 

« He has a friend, madam, a noble 

friend, would he but accept his ſervices ; 
but he never ſees him without ſuffering 
freſh vexation, and his fever encreaſes after 
every viſit he pays him.” 
% Well,” cried Cecilia, riſing, T find 
we ſhall not have an eaſy taſk to manage 
him ; but Keep up your ſpirits, and affure 
yourſelf he ſhall not be loſt, ug it be poſſible 
to ſave him.“ 

She then, though with — fearfulneſs 
of offending, once more made an offer of 
her purſe, Miſs Belfield no longer ſtarted 
at the propoſal; yet, gratefully thanking 
her, ſaid ſhe, was not in any immediate diſ- 
treſs, and did not dare riſk the diſpleaſure 
of her brother, unleſs driven to it by ſeverer 
neceſſity. Cecilia, however, drew from her 
a promiſe that ſhe would apply to her in any 


ſudden difficulty, and charged her never to 
think 
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CEE OCETD TA 
think herſelf without a banker while her 


direction was known to her. 
She then. bid her adien, and retiiened 


home; meditating the whole way upon 


ſome plan of employment and advantage for 


Mr. Belfield, which by clearing his pro- 


ſpects, might revive his ſpirits, and facili- 
tate his recovery: for ſince his mind was ſo 
evidently the ſeat of his diſeaſe, ſhe ſaw 


that unleſs ſhe could do more for kim, ſhe 


had yet done nothing. 

Her meditation, however, turned to no 
account; ſhe could ſuggeſt nothing, for ſhe 
was ignorant what was eligible to ) ſuggeſt; 


The ſtations and employments of men ſhe 


only knew by occaſionally hearing that ſuch 
were their profeſſions, and ſuch their ſitua- 
tions in lite; but with the means and gra- 
dations by which they aroſe to them ſhe was 
wholly unacquainted. 

Mr. Monckton, her conftant reſource in 
all caſes of difficulty, immediately occur- 
red to her as her moit able counſellor, and: 
the determined by the firſt opportunity to 
eonſult with him upon the ſubject, certain. 


of advice the moſt judicious from his ex-- 
+ perience, and knowledge of the world. 


But though ſhe reſted upon him her ſeri- 
ous expectations of aſſiſtance, another idea: 


entered her mind not leſs pleaſant, though. 
leſs 
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leſs promiſing of utility: this was to men- 
tion her views to young Delvile. He was 
already, ſhe knew, well informed of the 
diſtreſs of Mr. Belfield, and ſhe hoped, by 
openly aſking his opinion, to. confirm to 
him her freedom from any engagement with 
that gentleman, and convince Him, at the 
ſame time, by her application to himſelf, 
that ſhe was equally clear of any tie with 
the Baronet, 
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THE next day Cecilia had appointed to 


ſpend in St. James's Square; and ſhe 
knew by experience that in its courſe, ſhe 
ſhould in all probability find ſome oppor- 
tunity of {peaking with Delvile alone. 
This accordingly happened; for in the 


evening Mrs. Delvile quitted the room for 


a few moments to anſwer a letter. Cecilia 
then, left with her ſon, ſaid, after a little 
heſitation, * Will you not think me very 
ſtrange if I ſhould take the liberty to con- 
ſult you upon ſome buſineſs?“ 1 

& I already think you very ſtrange,” an- 
ſwered he; “ ſo ſtrange that I know not any 
one who at all reſembles you. But what 1s 
this conſultation in which you will permit 
me to have a voice?“ 


* You are acquainted, I believe, with 


the diſtreſs of Mr. Belfield ?” 

« Tam; and I think his fituation the 
moſt melancholy that can be imagined. I 
pity him with my whole ſoul, and nothing 
would give me greater joy than an opportu- 
nity of ſerving him.” DD 

« He 


os He i is, 3 noch to be compaſ- 
ſionated,“ returned Cecilia; © and if ſome- 
thing is not ſpeedily done for him, I fear he 
will be utterly loſt, The agitation of his 
mind baffles all the power of medicine, and 
till that is relieved, his health can never be 
reſtored. His ſpirit, probably always too 
high for his rank in life, now ſtruggles 
againſt every attack of ſickneſs and of po- 
verty, in preference to yielding to his fate, 
and applying to his friends for their intereſt 
and aſſiſtance. I mean not to vindicate his 
obduracy, yet! wiſh | it were poſſible it could 
be ſurmounted. Indeed 1 dread to think 
what may become of him ! feeling art pre- 
ſent nothing but wretchedneſs and pain; 
looking forward in future to W but 
ruin and deſpair !”? 

*+* There is no man, cried young Del- 
vile, with emotion, “ who might not ra- 
ther envy than pity ſufferings which. ve 
riſe to ſuch compaſſion !”? 

* Pecuniary- aſſiſtance he will not ac- 
cept,” ſhe continued, ©& and, indeed, his 
mind is ſuperior to receiving conſolation 
from ſuch temporary relief; I wiſh him, 
therefore, to be put into ſome way of life 
by Which his own talents, which have long 
enough amuſed the world, may at length 
become ſerviceable to himſelf. Do you 
think, Sir, this is ant 2 
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How do I rejoice,” cried Delvile, co- 
louring with pleaſure while he ſpoke, in 
this flattering concurrence of our opinions! 
ſee, madam,” taking from his pocket a let- 
ter, © how I have been this very morning 
occupied, in endeavouring to procure for 
Mr. _ Belfield ſome employment by which 
his education might be rendered uſeful, and 
his parts redound to his own credit and ad- 
vantage.” | 


He then broke the ſeal, and put' into her 


hand a letter to a nobleman, whoſe ſon was 
ſoon going abroad, ſtrongly recommending 
Belfieid to him in capacity of a tutor. 

A ſympathy of ſentiment ſo ſtriking im- 
preſſed them at the ſame moment with ſur- 
priſe and eſteem; Delvile earneſtly regard- 
ed her with eyes of ſpeaking admiration, 
while the occaſion of his notice rendered it 


too pleaſant to diſtreſs her, and filled her 


with an inward ſatis faction which brighten- 

ed her whole countenance. | 
She had only time, in a manner that 

ſtrongly marked her approbation, to return 


the letter, before Mrs. Delvile again made 


her appearance. 5 

During the reſt of the evening but little 

was ſaid; Cecilia was not talkative, and 

young Delvile was ſo abſent, that three 

times his mother reminded him of an en- 

gagement to meet his father, who that night 
was 
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vas expected at the Duke of Derwent's 


houſe in town, before he heard that ſhe 
ſpoke to him, and three times more before, 
when he had heard, he obey et. 
Cecilia, when ſhe came back to Mr. 
Harrel's, found the houſe full of company. 
She went into the drawing- room, but did 
not remain there long: ſhe was grave and 
thoughtful, ſhe wiſhed to be alone, and by 
the earlieſt opportunity, ſtole away to her 

own apartment. . 
Her mind was now occupied by new 
ideas, and her fancy was buſied in the de- 
lineation of new proſpects. She had been 
ſtruck from her firſt meeting young Del- 
vile with an involuntary admiration of his 
manners and converſation ; ſhe had found 
upon every ſucceeding interview ſomething 
further to approve, and felt for him a ril- 
ing partiality which made her always ſee 
him with pleaſure, and never part from him 
without a wiſh to ſee him again, Yet, as 
ſhe was not of that inflammable nature 
which 1s always ready to take fire, as her 
paſſions were under the controul of her rea- 
ion, and ſhe ſuffered not her affections to 
triumph over her principles, ſhe ſtarted at 
her danger the moment ſhe perceived it, and 
inſtantly determined to give no weak encou- 
ragement to a prepoſſeſſion which neither 
time nor intimacy had juſtified. She denied 
1 | herſelf 
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herſelf the deluding ſatisfaction of dwelling 


upon the ſuppoſition of his worth, was un- 
uſually aſſiduous to occupy all her time, 
that her heart might have leſs leiſure for 
imagination; and had ſhe found that his 
character degenerated from the promiſe of 
his appearance, the well regulated purity of 
her mind would ſoon have enabled her to 


have driven him wholly from her thoughts. 


Such was her ſituation. when the circum- 
ſtances of her affairs occaſioned her becom- 
ing an inmate of his houſe ; and here ſhe 
grew leſs guarded, becauſe leſs clear- ſighted 
to the danger of negligence, for the fre- 
quency of their converſation allowed her little 
time to conſider their effects. If at firſt ſhe 
had been pleaſed with his deportment and 
elegance, upon intimacy ſhe was charmed 
with his diſpoſition and his behaviour; ſhe 
found him manly, generous, open-hearted 
and amiable, fond of literature, delighting 
in knowledge, kind in his temper, and ſpi- 
rited in his actions. | 

ualities fuch as theſe, when recom- 
mended by high birth, a ſtriking figure, 
and poliſhed manners, formed but a dange- 
rous companion for a young woman, who, 
without the guard of any former prepoſſeſ- 
ſion, was ſo fervent an admirer of excel- 


lence as Cecilia, Her heart made no reſiſ- 


tance, for the attack was too gentle and toc 
5 gradual 
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gradual to alarm her vigilance, and there- 


fore, though always ſenſible of the pleaſure 


ſhe received from his ſociety, it was not till 
ſhe returned to Portman-Square, after hav- 
ing lived under the ſame roof with him for. 
a fortnight, that ſhe. was conſcious her 


happineſs was no longer in her own power. 


Mr. Harrel's houſe, which had never 
pleaſed her, now became utterly diſguſtful ; 
ſhe was wearied and uncomfortable, yer, 
willing to attribute her uneaſineſs to any 
other than the true cauſe, ſhe fancied the 
houſe itfelf was changed, and that all its 
inhabitants and viſitors were more than uſu- 
ally diſagreeable : but this idle error was of 
ſhort duration, the moment of ſelf-convic- 
tion was at hand, and when Delvile pre- 


ſented her the letter he had written for Mr, 


Belfield, it flaſhed in her eyes 
This detection of the altered ſtate of her 
mind opened to her views and her hopes a - 
ſcene entirely new, for neither the exertion 
of the moſt active benevolence, nor the 
ſteady courſe of the moſt virtuous conduct, 
ſufficed any longer to wholly engage her 
thoughts, or conſtitute her felicity ; ſhe had 
purpoſes that came nearer home, and cares 
that threatened to abſorb in themſelves that 
heart and thoſe faculties which hitherto had 
only teemed animated for the ſervice of 
others, 
Yet 
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Let this loſs of mental freedom gave her 
not much uneaſineſs, ſince the choice of her 
heart, though involuntary, was approved 
by her principles, and confirmed by her 


judgment. Young Delvile's ſituation in 
life was juſt what ſhe wiſhed, more elevated 


than her own, yet not ſo exalted as to 


humble her with a ſenſe of inferiority ; his 
connections were honourable, his mother 


appeared to her the firſt of women, his cha- 


rater and diſpoſition ſeemed formed to 
make her happy, and her own fortune was 
ſo large, that to the ſtate of his ſhe was in- 
different. 

Delighted with ſo flattering a union of 
inclination with propriety, the now began 


to cheriſh the partiality ſhe at firſt had re- 


reſſed, and thinking the future deſtination 
of her life already ſettled, looked forward 
with grateful joy to the proſpect of ending 
her days with the man ſhe thought moll 
worthy to be entruſted with the diſpoſal of 
her fortune. 


She had not, indeed, any certainty that 


the regard of young Delvile was reciprocal, 
but ſhe had every reaſon to believe he great- 


ly admired her, and to ſuſpect that his miſ- 


taken notion of her prior engagement, firſt 
with Mr. Belfield, and afterwards with Sir 
Robert Floyer, made him at preſent check 


thoſe ſentiments in her favour which, when 


that 


foes, nd ta om a 
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that error was removed, the hoped to ſes 
encouraged. * 3, 

Her purpoſe, therefore, was quietly to 
wait an explanation, which ſhe rather wiſh. 
ed retarded than forwarded, chat her leiſute 
and opportunity might be more for invel. 
tigating his character, and ſaving herſelf 
from repentance. n 
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THE day following this happy intel. 

lectual arrangement, Cecilia was viſit- 
ed by Mr. Monckton. That gentleman, 
who had enquired for her immediately after 
the Harrels went to their villa, and who 
had flattered himſelf with reaping much 
ad vantage from their abſence, by frequent 


meetings and confidential diſcourſes, ſuffer- 


ed the ſevereſt mortification when he found 


that her ſtay in town rendered her not the 


leſs inacceſſible to him, ſince he had no 
perſonal acquaintance with the Delviles, 
and could not venture to preſent himſelf at 
their houſe. | 
He was now received by her with more 
than uſual pleaſure; the time had ſeemed 
long to her ſince ſne had converſed with 
him, and ſhe was eager to aſk his counſel 
and aſſiſtance in her affairs. She related to 
him the motives which had induced her to 
go to St. James' Square, and the incorri- 
gible obſtinacy with which Mr. Harrel 
{till continued to encourage the addreſſes of 


Sir Robert Floyer ; ſhe earneſtly entreated 
him 
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him to become her agent in a buſineſs to 
which ſhe was unequal, by expoſtulating in 
her cauſe with Mr. Harrel, and by calling 
upon Sir Robert himſelf to inſiſt upon his 
foregoing his unauthoriſed pretenſions. 

Mr. Monckton liſtened eagerly to her 
account and requeſt, and when ſhe had 
finiſhed, aſſured her he would deliberate 
upon each circumſtance of the affair, and 
then maturely weigh every method he could 
deviſe, to extricate her from an embarraſſ- 
ment which now grew far too ſerious to be 
ſafely neglected. 

I will not, however,” contin he) 
either act or give my opinion without 
further enquiry, as I am. confident there is 
a myſtery in this buſineſs which lies deeper 
than we can at preſent fathom. Mr. Har- 
rel has doubtleſs purpoſes of his own to an- 
ſwer by this pretended zeal for Sir Robert; 
nor is it difficult to conjecture what they 
Friendſhip, in a man of his light 
caſt, is a mere cover, a mere name, to con- 
ceal a connection which has its baſis ſolely 
in the licentious convenience of borrowing . 
money, going to the ſame gaming houſe, 
and mutually communicating and boaſting 
their mutual vices and intrigues, while, all 
the time, their regard for each other is 
equally hollow with their regard for truth 
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He then cautioned her to be extremely | 
careful with reſpect to any money tranſac- ; 
tions with Mr. Harrel, whoſe ſplendid ex- : 
travagance he aſſured her was univerſally 
known to exceed his fortune. \ 
The countenance of Cecilia during this V 
exhortation was teſtimony ſufficient to the b 
penetrating eyes of Mr. Monckton that his 
advice came not too ſoon : a ſuſpicion of 
the real ſtate of the caſe ſpeedily, occurred 
to him, and he queſtioned her minutely 
upon the ſubject. She endeavoured to 
avoid making him any anſwer, but his dif. 
cernment was too keen for her inartificial 
evalion, and he very ſoon gathered all the 
particulars of her tranſactions with Mr. 
__ ©. - nn . 
He was leſs alarmed at the ſum ſhe had 
lent him, which was rather within his ex- 
ectations, than at the method ſhe had been 
induced to take to procure it. He repre- 
ſented to her in the ſtrongeſt manner the 
danger of impoſition, nay of ruin, from the 
extortions and the craft of money -lenders; 
and he charged her upon no conſideration 
„ to be tempted or perſuaded again to have 
"ſs recourſe to ſuch perilous expedients. 
4 | She promiſed the moſt attentive obſerv- 
fy ance of his advice: and then told him the 
ky acquaintance ſhe had made with Miſs Bel- 
„ field, and her ſorrow for the ſituation of her W1 
5 HELD brother ; 
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brother; though, ſatisfied for the preſent 
with the plan. of young. Delvile, ſhe now 
gave up her. 7 1 K of ſoliciting his counſel. 
In the midſt of this converſation, a note 
was delivered to her from Mr. Delvile fe- 
nior, acquainting her with his return to 
town, and begging the favour of her to call 
in St. James's. Square the next mornin 
he wiſhed to ſpeak to her upon fome buſi 
neſs of importance. 

The eager manner in which Oecilie ac- 
cepted this invitation, and her repeated and 
earneſt exclamation of wonder at what 
Mr. Delvile- could have to ſay, paſt not 
unnoticed by Mer. rt he in- 
ſtantly turned the diſcourſe from the Bel- 
fields, the Harrels, and the Baronet, to en- 
quire how the had. ſpent her time during . 
viſit in St. James Square, and what was 
her opinion of the family after her late op- 
portunities of intimacy ? 

Cecilia anſwered that ſhe had yet ſen 
nothing more of Mr. Delvile, Who had 


readineſs and pleaſure ſhe replied to all 
queſtions concerning kis lady, pling 
with warmth and fervour upon or many 
rare and eſtimable qualities. 

But when the ſame interrogatories were 
transferred to the ſon, ſne ſpoke no longer 
with the ſame eaſe, nor with her uſual 
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promptitude of ſincerity; ſhe was embar: 


raſſed, her anſwers were ſhort, and ſhe en- 
deavoured to haſten from the ſubject. 

Mr. Monckton remarked this change 
wich the moſt apprehenſi ve quickneſs, but, 
forcing a ſmile, © Have you yet,” he ſaid; 
e gbferyed the family compact in which 
thoſe people are bound to beſiege you, and 
draw you into their ſnares ?” 

No, indeed,” cried Cecilia, much hurt 
by the queſtion, IJ am ſure no ſuch com- 
pact has been formed; and I am ſure, toc, 
that if you knew them better, you woula 
yourſelf be the firſt to admire and do them 
juſtice.“ 

My dear Miſs Beverley,“ cried he, vet 
know * already; I do not, indeed, viſit 
them, but I am perfectly acquainted with 
their characters, which have been drawn to 
me by thoſe whoare moſt cloſely connected 
with them, and who have had opportunities 
of inſpection which I hope will never fall to 
your ſhare, ſince I am ſatisfied the trial 
would Pain; though the proof would con- 
vince you.“ 

% What then have you heard of them 5“ 


cried Cecilia, with much earneſtneſs: it 


is, at leaſt, not poſſible any ill can be ſad 
of Mrs: Delvile.” 
I beg your pardon,” returned. he, 


« Mrs, Delyile i is not nearer perfection than 
the 


„ wo 


CE CIL 
the reſt of her family, ſhe has only more 
art in diſguiſing her Ribles ; ; becauſe, tho? | 
ſhe is the daughter of pride, ſhe 1 is the love 
of ime.” 

« ] ſee you have been greatly misin- 
formed,” ſaid Cecilia warmly; * Mrs. 454 
vile is the nobleſt of women! ſhe may, 1 
deed, from her very exaltation, have ene- 
mies, but they are the enemies of envy, 
not of reſentment, enemies raiſed by ſu- 
perior merit, not excited by injury or pro- 
vocation !“ 

« You will know her better hereafter;“ 


ſaid Mr, Monckton calmly, *© I only hope 


your knowledge will not be purchaſed by 
the ſacrifice of your happineſs.” ? 

« And what knowledge of her, Sir,” 
cried Cecilia, ſtarting, © can have power to 
put my happineſs in any danger?“ 

“ J will tell you,” anſwered he, with 
all the openneſs you have a claim to from 
my regard, and then leave to time to ſhew _ 
if I am miſtaken. The Delvile family, not- 
withſtanding its oſtentatious magnificencc, 
I can ſolemnly aſſure you, is poor in every 
branch, alike lineal and collateral.“ 

«© Bur is it therefore the leſs eſtimable ?” 

* Yes, becauſe the more rapacious. And 
while they count on each {ide Dukes, Earl 
and Barons in their genealogy, the very 
wealth with which, through your means, 
they project the ſupport of their inſolence, 
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and which they will graſp with all the gree- 


dineſs of avarice, they will think honoured 


by being employed in their ſervice, while 


the inſtrument, all amiable as fhe is, by 


which they attain it, will be conſtantly. held 


down as the diſgrace of their alliance.” 
Cecilia, ſtung to the ſoul by this ſpeech, 
roſe from her chair, unwilling to anſwer it, 
yet unable to conceal how much it ſhocked 
her. Mr. Monckton, perceiving her emo- 


© 


. 


tion, followed her, and taking her hand, | 


ſaid “I would not give this warning to one 


I thought too weak to profit from it; but 


as Lam well informed of the uſe that is 
meant to be made of your fortune, and the 
abuſe that will follow of yourſelf, I think it 
Tight to prepare you for their artifices, which 
merely to point out may render abortive.” 
Cecilia, too much diſturbed to thank 
him, drew back her hand, and continued 


ſilent. Mr. Monckton, reading through 


her diſpleaſure the ſtate of her affections, 


ſaw with terror the greatneſs of the danger 


which threatened him. He found, how- 
ever, that the preſent was no time for en- 


forcing objections, and perceiving he had 


already gone too far, though he was by no 
means diſpoſed to recant, he thought it moſt 
prudent to retreat, and let her meditate 
upon his exhortation while its impreſſion 
was yet ſtrong in her mind. 1 
He would now, therefore, have taken 
| Late; 
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ever he had ſhocked 


o EET EFI W 


leave; but Cecilia, endeavouring to recol- 
aded that how- 
er, he had only her 


lect herſelf, and fully 


intereſt in view, ſtopt him, ſaying < You 
think me, perhaps, ungrateful, but be- 
lieve me I am not; I muſt, however, ac- 


knowledpe that your cenſure of Mrs. Del- 


vile hurts me extremely. Indeed 1 cannot 
doubt her worthineſs, I muſt ſtill, there- 
fore, plead for her, and I hope the time 
may come when you will allow T have not 


pleaces unjuſtly.” 

Juſtly or unjuſtly,” anfocred Mr. 
Monckton, J am at leaſt fore you can 
never plead vainly. I give up, therefore, 
to your opinion my attack of Mrs. Delvile, 
and am willing from your commendations 
to ſuppoſe her the beſt of the race. Nay, 
J will even 'own that perhaps Mr. 8 


himſelf, as well as his lady, might 


through life and give but little offence, 
they only themſelves to think of, and no 
— to ſtimulate their arrogance.” 

Is the ſon, then,” aid Cecilia faintly, 
ſo much the moſt culpable : dont ret 

66 The ſon, I believe,“ anfwered he, is 
at leaſt the chief incentive to inſolence and 
oſtentation in the parents, ſince it is for his 
fake they covet with fuch avidity honours 


and riches, ſince they plume themſelves 


upon regarding him as the fupport of their 
G 5, name 
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name and family, and fince their pride in 


him even ſurpaſſes. their pride-in their, live- 


age and themſelves.“ 
« Ah! thought Cecilia, Gabe of fuch a 
ſon who could — being proud! 
＋ 20 Their purpoſe, therefore, he. con- 
tinued, is to ſecure. through his means 
your fortune, which they. will no+ſobner 
obtain, than, to my certain. knowledge, 
they mean inſtantly, and moſt unmerci- 
fully, to employ it in repairing all their di- 
Iapidated eſt ates.“ Py 
And then he quitted the. ſubject and, 
with that guarded warmth which accompa= 


nied all his expreſſions, told her he Would 


carefully watch for her honour and welfare, 
and, repeating his promiſe of endeavouring 
to diſcover the tie by; which Mr., Harrel. 
ſeemed bound to the, Baronet, he left her— 
a prey himſelf to an amxiety; yet more fevera 
than that with which he had filled her! He 
now ſaw all his long 
danger of final deſtruction, and 8 
caſt upon the brink of a precipice, where, 
while he ſtruggled to protect them from 
falling, his Eyes were dazzled by oekylding 
them . el 10 
Mean while Cecilia, diftzmbed. x Se "the 
calm of ſoft ſerenity to which ſhe had yield- 
ed every avenue of her ſoul, now looked 


forward with diſtruſt and uneaſineſs, even 
to- 
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5 to the completion of the views which but a 
of few minutes before had compriſed all. her 
7 notions of felicity. The alliance which ſo 
a. lately had ſeemed! wholly unexceptionable, 
now appeared teeming with objections, and 
bo threatening with difficulties. The repre- 
$. ſentations of Mr. Monckton had cruelly 
r mortified her; well acquainted with his 
IF knowledge of the world, and wholly unſuſ- 
* picious of his ſelfiſh motives, ſhe gave to his 
1— aſſertions involuntary credit, and even while 
5 ſhe attempted to combat them, they made 
, upon her mind an impreſſion ſearce ever to 
5 be eraſed. __ AV DH OW INT 
d Full, therefore, of doubt and inquietude, 
e, the paſſed the night in diſcomfort and irre- 
8 ſolution, now determining to give way to her 
el feelings, and now to be whally governed by 
oy the counſel of Mr. Monckton. 112 
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Ax ExPECTATION.. 


J N this diſpoſition at mind Cecilia the 

next. morning obeyed the ſummons of 
Mr. Delvile, and for 5 — firſt time went to 
St. James? Square in a humour to look for 


evil inſtead of good, and meanueſs inſtead 


of noblenets. 

She.was ſhewn into an apartment . 
ſhe found Mr. Delvile alone, and was re- 
ceived by him, as uſual, with the moſt 
ſtately ſolemnity. 

When ſhe was ſeated, I 1 gi ven you, 
Miſs Beverley,“ ſaid he, < the trouble of: 
calling, 1n order to diſcuſs with you the in- 


ternal ſtate of your affairs; a duty which, 


at this juncture, I hold to be incumbent 
upon my character. The delicacy due to: 
your ſex would certainly have induced me 


to wait upon you myſelf for this purpoſe, 


but for the reaſons I have already hinted to- 


you, of fearing the people with whom you 


live might think it neceſſary to. return my 
viſit. Perſons of low origin are commonly 
in thoſe matters the moſt forward. Not, 
however, that I would prejudice you againſt 

] them 


ef their alliance 


to which ſhe had promiſed her 


aS 18 1 a 


them though, for my ſelf, it ĩs fit L cemem- 


ber that a general and indiſcriminate ac- 
quaintance, by levelling all ranks, run 
jury to the rites —— T5 vil 

Ah! thought Cecilia, how infallible f is 
Mr. . — ! amd how inevitably, in 2 
family of which Mr. Delvile is the head, 
mould I be cruelly held down, a5 the dijgrace | 


I have applid? Mantia he, 4 40 
Mrs. Delvile, to know if the communica- 
tion which I had recommended to you, and 


artention, 
had yet paſſed; but I am informed = 
have not ſpoken. to her upon the fubject. 

TI had nothing, Sir, to communicate,” 
anſwered, Cecilia, * and I had hoped; as 
Mrs. Delvile made no enquiries, the was. 
latisfied ſhe had ng to hear. 

With re! to enquiries,” Laid Mr: 
Delvile, 1 fear you are not ſuſiciently 
aware of the diſtance between a lady of Mrs. 
Delviles rank, botit by birth and unnd | 
and ſuch ay woman as Mrs. Harrel; 
whoſe anceſtors, but a ſhort time fince, were 
mere Suffolk. farmers. But I beg your par- 
don; — I mean not any reflection upon 
yours : I have always heard they were very 
worthy people. And a farmer is certainly 
a very reſpeRable perſon. Your, — 

4 thi 
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158 ET CIS EH 
think, no more than the Dean your uncle, 
did nothing i in that way himſelf 2? ?? 

No, Sir,“ faid Cecilia, drily, and'much 
provoked by this contemptuous courteſy... 
I have always been told he was a very 
good ſort of man: I knew none of the fa- 
mily myſelf, but the Dean. His connec- 
tions with the Biſhop of——, my relation, 
put him often in my way. Though his 
naming me for one of his truſtees, ' I muſt 
own, was rather extraordinary; but I mean 
not to hurt you; on the contrary, I ſhould 


be much concerned to give you my uneaſi- 
neſs.“ 


Again Mr. Monckton arofe in the mind 
of Cecilia, and again ſhe acknowledged the 
truth of his ſtrictures; and though ſhe 
much wondered in what an harrangue fo 
pompous was to end, her diſguſt ſo far con- 

uered her curiolity, that without hearing 

it, ſhe wiſhed herſelf away. 
To return,” ſaid he, to my purpoſe. 
The preſent period of your life is ſuch as to 
render advice particularly ſeaſonable; I am 
forry, therefore, as I before ſaid, you have 
not diſcloſed your ſituation to Mrs. Delvile. 
A young lady on the point of making an 
eſtabliſhment, and with many engagements 
in her power, is extremely liable to be miſ- 
1 8 in her judgment, and therefore ſhould 

. ſolicit 


BRAS ins oaths 6 08 & 
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ſolicit, inſtruction from thoſe who. are able 
to acquaint her what connection would be 
moſt to her advantage. One thing, how- 
ever, I am happy to commend, the yo 
man who was wounded in the duel — 1 
cannot recollect his mme Phat, to- 
tally out of the queſtion?LT T 2 

What next? thought Cecilia; though 
ſtill ſne gave him no interruption, for the 
haughtineſs of his manner was! Cr ei 
reply. 

if My ** at is to ſpe TY to 
you of Sir Robert Floyer. When I mad laſt 
the pleaſure of addreſſing you upon «this 
ſobject, you may probably — th my 
voice was in his favour; but I then regard. 
ed him merely as the rival of an — £96 
able young man, to reſcue you from whom 
he appeared an eligible perſon. The affair 
is no altered, that young man is thought: 


of no more, and another rival comes for- 


ward, to whom Sir Robert is as inconſider- 
able as the firſt rival was to Sir Robert.? 
Cecilia ſtarted at this information, * 
lier ſenſations; ſtimulated her curioſity, and 
ſurmiſes in which ſhe' was moſt deeply in- 


tereſted;quickened her attention. 


This rival,“ proceeded he,“ 1 Gould: 
imagine no young lady, would a moment 
heſitate in. electing; he is every way the ſu- 


Perior of Sir Robert except in fortune, 5 
the 


. * ay * 8 2 EE p F Q 5 * - T N 2 FI OY — — 
8 * 2 2 oY "A n = i * 7 * 5 * I me 2 75 7 * 7 be T 2 2 : * 1 bo £ —_— L T 4 "1 EF be 4 ” Pe. -4 4 1 A 9 N — — — 
A. 2 - 2 4 . p k - i : - G 2 A } . : g AT 7 FAXTY; Fe 3, : * ** 2 = "I. . 

Wet 4 -Y A * 7 2 44 "7 * 9 * vo. 0 4 * 2 „ | Sp ng - 5 — — - 5 * * . : <4 

ene, OE Fer TR er OD EEO 7 0 RS INOY 

- - WW. — * 1 W IR. * * 4 3 * TEE Sets SR-<D 8 * 2 3 *. * „ * W * * * e * ** N * * * d 9 

err one f ; 
* b , 4 9 


4 
2 
SP 
5. 
* 
. 
15% 
4 2 
83 
. fi 
* 
* - 
5. 
. 
31 
2 
Pol 
og 
2 
13 
* 
. 
* 
* 
- 
* 
* 
4 
8 
0 
* 1 
1 % 
: o 
7 
as. 
8 
9 22 
5 
EZ $ 
* 
TEL 
SF, 
45, 
it 
7 
LY 
W274 
0 + 
2 „ 
> 
: be 
. * 
G41 
* ? 
— 
+. 
ts 
1 
1 


— 9 11 
„rr 7 9 4-4 © 
— 2 y — £7 
ALE” w Ye : | 
PAIL ron AP BETH MOT 
">. . — r 
+ ? h 0 


wt io Ea off © Zn So nd n * 
* > J a * * + . 8 
/ e IS ae 3 
* © um 


* 


e 
#74 


Ls 4 * 
N 


3 $4 

th G wy * - * * 
ih Pon nah, 1k x4 0 N " + , - 
——_—_——__— ˙—».— . 


x60 C::Ei C{ILL- EIA. 
the deficiencies of that the Tpiendour- of 
your own may amply ſupply ? 
| The deepeſt crimſon now ringed: the 
cheeks of Cecilia; the prophecy of Mr. 
Monckton ſeemed jounodigrely fulfilling, 
and ſhe trembled with a riſing conflict be- 
tween her approbation of the offer, and: her 
dread of its conſequences. _ 
* J know not, indeed?” dena he; 
in what eſtimation you may have been 
accuſtomed to hold rank and connection, 
nor whether you are impreſſed with a pro- 
per ſenſe of cheir ſuperiority and value; for 
carly prejudices are not eaſily rooted out, 
and thoſe who have lived chiefly: witk mo- 
nied people, regard even birth itſelf as un- 
important when compared with wealth.” 
The colour which firſt glowed in che 
cheeks of Cecilia from expectation, now 
xoſe yet higher from reſentment: ſne thought 
herſelf already inſulted by a prelude ſo of- 
tentatious and humiliating to the propoſals 
which were to follow ;” and ſhe angrily de- 
termined, with whatever pain to her heart, 
to aſſert her own. dignity by refuſing them 
at once, too well ſatisfied by what ſne now 
ſaw of the preſent, that Mr. Monckton had 
been juſt in his prediction of the future. 
* TLour rejection, therefore, continued 
he, of this honourable offer, may per- 


haps haue been merely the conſequence of 


the 


CECIL FE A 162 
the mg in which you have been Loved | 
cated. 

* 2” interrupted Cecilia, mas- 
ed, © what rejection, Surf" ©: 

fHave you not refuſed the propoſals of | 
my Lord Ernolf for his ſon?” - | 

Lord Ernolf? never! nor have Tener 
ſeen either his Lordſhip or his fab but in 

uhlic . 5 
P That, of replied Mr. Delvile, « is lietle 
to the purpoſe ; where the connexion. is a 
proper one, a young lady of delicacy has 
only to accede to it. But though this re- 
jection came not immediately rom r d 
it had doubtleſs your concurrence. 

It had not, Sir, even my knowledge. 

* Your alliance then with Sir R : 
Floyer is probably nearer a concluſion than 
I had — for otherwiſe Mr. Harrel 
would not, without conſulting you, have 
given the Earl ſo determinate an anſwer 

No, Sir,” ſaid Cecilia, impatiently, 
« my alliance with him was never more 
diſtant, nor do 1 mean i ſhould. ever ap- 
proach more near.“ 

She was now little diſpoſed for further 
converſation. Her heroic deſign of refuſing 
young Delvile by no means reconciled her 
to the diſcovery ſhe now made that e had 
not meant to addreſs her; and though ſhe 
was provoked and fretted at this new gens 
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162 CB CTE E. 
that Mr. Harrel ſcrupled neither aſſertions 
nor actions to make her engagement with 
Sir Robert credited, her diſappointment in 
finding that Mr. Delvile, inſtead of plead- 
ing the cauſe of his ſon, was exerting his 
intereſt for another perſon, affected her ſo 
much more nearly, that notwithſtanding he 
ſtill continued his parading harangue, ſhe 
ſcarcely knew even the ſubject of his diſ- 
courſe, and ſeized the firſt opportunity of a 
ceſlation-to riſe and take her leave. | 
He aſked her if ſhe would not call upon 
Mrs. Delvile; but deſirous to be alone, ſhe 
declined the invitation; he then charged her 
to proceed no further with Sir Robert till 
he had made ſome enquiries concerning 
Lord Ernolf, 1 promiſing his 
protection and counſel, ſuffered her to de- 
4 Cecilia now perceived ſhe might plan 
her rejections, or ſtudy her dignity at her 
leiſure, for neither Mr. Delvile nor his ſon 
ſeemed in any haſte to put her fortitude to 
the proof. With regard, therefore, to their 
plots and intentions, Mr. Monckton ſhe 
found was wrong, but with reſpect to their 
conduct and ſentiments, ſhe had every rea- 
ſon to believe him right: and though her 
heart refuſed to rejoice in eſcaping a trial of 
its ſtrength, her judgment was ſo well con- 
vinced that his painting was from the 3 
2. 5 that 


* 


e KI 


that ſhe determined to conquer her partiali- 
ty for young Delvile, ſince ſne looked for- 
ward to nothing but mortification in a con- 
nexion with his an ps 
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Ax AGITATION. : 
| I 1H this intention, and every fa- 
culty of her mind abſorbed in reflect. 


ing upon the reaſons which gave rife to it, 
ſhe returned to Portman- ſquare, 


As her chair was carried into the hal], 


ſhe obſerved, with ſome alarm, a look af 


conſternation among the ſervants, and an 


appearance of confuſion in the whole houſe. 
She was proceeding to her own room, in- 
tending to enquire of her maid if any evil 
had happened, when ſhe was croſſed upon 


the ſlates by Mr. Harrel, who paſſed her 


with an air ſo wild and perturbed; that he 
hardly feemed to know her. 

Frightened and amazed, ſhe ſtopt ſhort, 
irreſolute which way to go; but, haſtily 
returning, he beckoned her to follow him. 

She obeyed, and he led her to the library. 
He then ſhut the door, and abruptly ſeizing 
her hand, called out, Miſs Beverley, I 
am ruined I am undone !] am blaſted 
for ever!“ 

*© 1 hope not, Sir! t? ſaid Cecilia, ex- 
tremely terrified, I hope not Waere is 
Mrs. Harrel ?” 1 


C O I know not! I know not?” cried 
he, in a frantic manner, but I have not 
ſeen her,—I cannot ſee her —1 hope I ſhall 
never ſee her more! 

“ O fie! fie!” ſaid eon « let me 
call her, I beg; you ſhould" conſult with 
her in this diſtreſs, and ſeek comfort from 
her affection.” 


« From her affection 2 repested he: 


fiercely, *© from her hatred you mean! do 
you not know that ſhe, too, is rained ? 


Oh paſt redemption ruined !—and yet that 


I ſhould hefitate, that I ſhould a moment 
heſitate, to conclude the whole er at 
once!“ 

<« How dreadful!” cried Cecilia, © ine 
horrible thing has e e 

4 have undone Priſcilla!“ cried he, 
I have blaſted my credit! I have de- 
ſtroyed— no, not yet quite deſtroyed my= 
ſelf !?? 2. 

« O yet nor ever!“ cried Cecilia, whoſe 
agitation now almoſt equalled his own, © be 


not ſo. deſperate, I conjure you! ſpeak to 


me more intelligibly,—what does all this 
mean? How has it come to paſs?” 

« My debts !—my creditors !—one way 
only,” ſtriking his hand upon his forehead, 
« is left for me!“ 

C Do not ſay ſo, Sir!” ſaid Cecitts, 
you ſhall find many ways; pray have 
courage 
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courage! pray ſpeak calmly; and if you 


will . but be more prudent, will but, in fu- 
ture, better [regulate your affairs, 1 will 
myſelf undertaæke 

She ſtopt; checked i in the full career of 
her overflowing compaſſion, by a ſenſe of 
the worthleſſneſs of its object; and by the 
remembrance of the injunctions | of Mr. 
Monckton, © 

„What will you undertake ?” cried * 
eagerly, * I knew-you: are an angel tell 
me, what will you undertake? 
I will,” ſaid Cecilia, heſitating, va 
will ſpeak to Mr. Monckton, —1 will con- 


ſult 
* You may as well conſult with every 


curſed creditor in the houſe interrupted 
he; „but do ſo, if you pleaſe; my diſ- 
grace muſt perforce reach him ſoon, and a 


ſhort anticipation is not worth begging off.” 
« Are your Creditors then mig noe in the 
houſe ??: 
O yes, yes! and therefore it is high 
time I ſhould be out of it !—Did you not 
ſee them? — Do they not line the hall ?— 
They threaten me with three executions 
before night ! — three executions unleſs I 
ſatisfy their immediate demands !— 


* And to What do their demands 


amount?“ 
„I know not !—] Jo not aſk l to 
+5 3 {ome 


GE GHL ha 
ſome . thouſand pounds, perhaps, —and I 


have not, at this, minute, forty guincas in 
the houſe,!” 


«© Nay, then,” cried Cecilia, W | 
* I can — — do nothing! if their demands 


are ſo high, I ought to do nothing. 
She would. then have quitted him, not 
more ſhocked at his ſituation, than indig- 
nant at the wilful eee which had 
occaſioned it. | | | 
« Stay,” cried he, © and hear me! E 
then, lowering his voice, ſeek out,” he 
continued, © your unfortunate. friend, — 
go to the poor ruined Priſcilla, prepare 
her for tidings of horror! and do not, 
though you renounce Me, do not abandon 
Her! T5 
Then, fiercely paſſing her, he was him 
* leaving the room; but Cecilia, alarmed 
by the fury of his manner, called out, 
„What is it yon mean? what tidings of 
horror? whither are you going?“ 


* To hell!“ cried he, and ruſhed out of 


the apartment. 

Cecilia ſcreamed aloud, and conjuring 
him to hear her, ran after him; he paid 
her no regard, but, fly ing faſter than ſhe 
had power to purſue, reached his own 
dreſſing- room, ſhut himſelf into it with 
violence, and juſt as ſhe arrived at the 


door, turned the key, and bolted it. 


Her 


5 *F i] 
22 


1 68 
Her terror was now inex 
believed him in the very 
her refuſal of aſſiſtance ſeemed tlie fignal 
for the deed: her whole fortune, at that 
moment, was valueleſs and unimportant to 
her, compared with the prefervation of a 
fellow-creature : ſhe called out with all the 
vehemence of agony to beg he would 

the door, and eagerly promiſed by all that 
Vas ſacred to do every thing in her power 
to ſave him. 

At theſe words he opened it ; his face was 
totally without colour, and he 3 a 
razor in his hand. 

* You have ſtopt me,” ſaid he, in a 
voĩee fcarce audible, at the very mo- 
ment I had gathered courage for the blow: 


e BEI Ei 
epreſſible; ſhe 


but if indeed you will aſſiſt me, I will ſnut 


this up, —if not, I will ſteep it in my 
blood!“ 

«[ will! Iwill!“ cried Cecilia, * I wil 
do every thing you deſire!“ | 

« And quickly ?” 

5 Immediately. = 


c Refore my diſgrace is known? and 


while all may A be huſhed up?“ 
e. 7 1 all—any—every FINER you 
with | 
« Swear, then!“ 
Here Cecilia drew back; her recollitiion 


returned as her terror abated, and her re- 
I pugnance 


act of ſuicide, and 
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pugnance to entering into an engagement 
for ſhe knew not what, with a man whoſe 
actions fe condemned: and whoſe prin- 
ciples ſne abhorred, made all Her fright 
now give way to indignation," and, after a 
ſhort pauſe, ſhe angrily anſwered, „No, 
Sir, I will not ſwear but yet, all that is 
ceafonable, all that is TEMES 2307 

Hear mb ſwear, then!“ mentored 
he, furiouſly, © which at chis moment I 
do, by every thing- eternal, and by every 
thing infernal, that I will not outlive the 
ſeizure of my property, and that the mo- 
ment I am informed there is an execution 
in my houſe, ſhall be the laſt of my exitte 
ence 1”? * 

« What cruelty what compulſion ! what 
implety !” cried Cecilia: “ give me, how-. 
ever, that horrible inſtrument, and preſcribe 
to me what conditions you pleaſe,” 

A noiſe was now heard below ſtairs, at 
which Cecilia, who had not dared call for 
help left the ſhould quicken his deſperation, a 
was ſecretly beginning to rejoice, 'when, 
ſtarting at the ſound, he exclaimed, *I be- 
lieve you are too late !—the ruffians have 
already ſeized my houſe!” then, endea- 
vouring to force her out of the rote, 
Go, ” he ere, to my wife —1 want 
to be alone! oh 

“Oh give me firſt,” cried ſhe, * chat 

Vol. II. II weapon, 
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weapon, and I will take what oath you 
pleaſe!” | 

« No, no voiding leave meg—" cried 
he, almoſt breathleſs with emotion, «1 
muſt not now be trifled wit! | 

« J do not trifle ! indeed I do not !” 
cried Cecilia, holding by his arm: © try, 
ut me to the proof !” 

« 'Swear, ſolemnly 


houſe of theſe creditors thas' moment 
« I do ſwear,” cried ſhe, with energy, 


and Heaven, proſper me as J am ſincere!“ 
e ſee, I fee you are an angel!“ cried 


ſwear, to empty my 


12 


he, rapturouſly, and as ſuch I worſhip 


and adore you! O you have reſtored me to 
life, and reſcued me from perdition !” 

" Give me, then, that fatal inſtrument!” 
9: That inſtrument, returned he,: i 
nothing, ſince ſo many others are in my 
ower; but you have now taken from me 
all defire of uling them. Go, then, and 
ſtop thoſe wretches from coming to me. 
ſend immediately for the Jew !—he' will 
advance what money you pleaſe, —my man 
knows- where to find him; —conſult with 
Mr. Arnott, —ſpeak a word of comfort to 
Priſcilla, - but do nothing, nothing at. all, 
till you have cleared my houſe of choſe 
curſed 'ſcoundrels !” 

Cecilia, whoſe heart ſunk within- her at 
the ſolemn promiſe ſhe had given, the men- 
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tion ; of the Jew, and the arduous taſk ſhe 
had undertaken, quitted him without re- 
ply, and was going to er Own. room, to 


compoſe her Warze ſpirits, and conſider 


what ſteps ſhe had to take, when hearing 
the noiſe in the hall g grow louder, ſhe" ts 155 
to liſten, and carching, ſome * words Ther 
greatly alafmed her, want Half way, down 
{tairs, When the was met by Daviſon, Mr. 
Harrel's man, of Wliom The. enquired” into 
the occaſion bf tis diſturbance. ©, 
He anſwered that he muſt go immes. 


diately to his maſter, for the bailiffs ie 


coming into the houfe. 
Let hiar not know 5 you value his 
life!“ cried ſhe, with Ne terror. © Where 
is Mr. Arnott? call him to me, bes him, 
to come this moment; —1 Will Walt kor 
him here.” wake ahe:s 

The man flew to obey Her; and Cecil ta, 
finding f. ſhe had time neither for d; lelibetation 
nor regret, | and dreading 05 r. Mn 
by hearing of the RY 0 "THe Bailiff: ; bg 


ſhould relapſe: into deſpair, determined to 


call to her aid all the covrage, prudence, 
and judgment ſhe 1 and, ſince to 
act ſhe was compelled, end 4vour with her 
beſt ability, to fave his credit, and. retrieve. 

his af, e 
The moment Mr. Arnott came, ſhe or- 
H 2 dered 
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dered Daviſan to haſten to N and 
watch his motions. f 

fs 3 her e Mr. W 0 Will 
you, 5 ” ſhe ſaid, “ go and tell, thoſe 


people theil if they will inſtantly quit the 
Raule, every thing "hall be ſettled; and Mr. 


Harrel will ſatisfy, their demands? Pay 
* Ah, madam!” cried: Mr, | Arnott, 
1 % and how ? he has no means 
o pay them, and 1. haye none without 
ruin to myſelf,. to help wary h 
« Send them but away,“ ſaid Cecilia, 


t and I will myſelf be your ſecurity that 


your promiſe hall not. be diſgraced.” 


Alas, madam,” cried. he, «what are 


you doing i > well as I wiſh to Mr. Harrel, 


miſerable as I am.for my unfortunate ſiſter, | 


I yet <annot bear that ſuch goodneſs, ſuch 

beneficence ſhould be injured !” - 
Cecilia, however, . perſiſted, and with 

evident reluctance he obeyed her. 


While ſhe waited | his return, Die 


came from . Harrel, who had ordered 
him to run inſtantly for the Jew. 

Good Heaven, thought Cecilia, that a 
man ſo wretchedly ſelfiſh and worldly ſhould 


* with all bis guilt N his 120, 


To ruth anlicenced on eternity * 


* Maſon” 5 Piſiida, 


Mr. 
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Mr. Arnott was more chan half 47 hour 
with the people; and when, at laſt, he 
returned, his countenance immediately pro- 
claimed the ill ſurceſs of his erratid; The 
creditors, he ſaid, declared they had fo fre- 
quently been deceived, that they would not 
diſmiſs the bailiffs, or retire themſelyes 
without actual payment. N 
„Tell them, then, Sir,“ faid Gen 
eto ſend me their accounts, and, if it be 
poſſible, I wilt diſcharge them directiy- 40 
Mr. Arnott's eyes were filled with 
tears at this declaration, and he proreft 
be the conſequence to Rimſelf What it 
might, he would pay away every ſhilling 
be was worth, rather than witneſs fach in- 
Juſtice. SO. 3 TOUT DONS JION 34 L1 
Ne, cried Cecilia, exerting more 
ſpirit, that ſhe might ſhock him leſs! „ 
did not ſave Mr. Harrel, to de roy ſo 
much better a man ! you have ſuffered but 
too much oppreſſion already; the preſent 
evil is mine; and from me, at leaſt, none F 
hope will ever fpread to Mr. Arnott.“ 
Mr. Arnott could not bear this ; he was 
ſtruck with grief, with admiration,” and 
with gratitude, and finding his tears nyw 
refuſed to be reſtrained, he went to execute 
her commiſſion in filent dejecrion: 6 
The dejection, however, was encreaſed; 
tnough his tears were diſperſed, when he 
A4 returned; 


NN 8815 a 


returned; “ Oh madam ! he cried, * all 
of no avail ! the bills even now in the houſe 
amount. to more than. 0004. * Ariane 
Deeilla, amazed and confounded, ſtarted 
and claſped her hands, calling out, “ Whar 
muſt I do! to what have I Bound myſelf ! 
and how can I anſwer to my conſcience, 
to my ſucceſſots, ſuch à diſpoſal, ſuch an 
abuſe of ſo large a part of my fortune! 

Mr., Arnott could make no anſwer; 
and they ſtogd Jooking at each other in 
ſilent irreſolution, till Daviſon brought in- 
telligence that the Jew. was already come, 
and waited to Peak with her. 
And what can I fay to him?” cried 
ſhe, more and more agitated ; © I under; 
ſtand nothing of uſury; how am I to deal 
with him oe: | "| 5 710 | 2 21 p } 
Mr. Arnott then confeſſed that he ſhould 
himſelf have inftantly been bail for his 
brother, but that his fortune, originally not 
large, was now ſo much impaired by the 
many. debts which from time to time he had 
paid for him, that as he hoped ſome day 
to have a family of his own, he dared not 
run a riſk by which he might be utterly 
ruined, and the leſs, as his ſiſter had at 
Violet Bank been prevailed upon to give up 
her ſettlement.. a | 

This account, which explained the late 

uneaſineſs 


HGB 175 
uneaſineſs of Mrs. Harrel, ftill encreaſed the 
diſtreſs of Cecilia; and every moment ſhe 
obtained for reflection, augmented her re- 
luctance to parting with fo large a ſum of 
money for ſo worthleſs an object, and 
added ſtrength to her reſentment for the 
unjuſtifiable menaces which had extorted 
froth! her fuch a promiſe. Yet not an 
inſtant would ſhe liſten to Mr, Arnott's 
offer of fulfilling her engagement, and 
charged him, as he confidered her own 
jcli-eſteem worth her keeping, not to urge 
to her a propoſal ſo ungenerous and ſelfiſh. 
| Daviſon now came again to haſten her, 
and faid that the Jew was with his maſ- 
ter, and they both impatiently os my 
her, 
Cecilia, half diſtracted with her uncer- 
tainty bow to act, changed colour at this 
meſſage, and exclaimed * Oh Mr. Arnott, 
run Fbaeen you for Mr. Monckton ! [ 
bring him hither dire&ly,—if any body 
en me it is him; but if I go back to 
Mr, Harrel, I know eit will be all over!“ 
„ Certainly,” ſaid Mr. Arnott, « I will 
run to him this moment.” 3 
« Yet no!—ftop!—” cried che trem- 
bling Cecilia, * he can now do me no 
good, —his counſel will arrive too late to 
ſerve me,—it cannot call back the oath T 
have given! it cannot, compulſatory as it 
H 4 was, 
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was, make me break: it, l not be miſe. 
rable for ever!?“ | 

This idea ſufficed to Jerermine ber; ; nnd 
the apprehenſion of ſelf-reproach, ſhould 
the threat of Mr. Herrel be put in-exe- 
cution, was more inſupportable to her” 
blameleſs and upright mind, than: any loſs 
or diminution which her fortune could 
ſuſtain. 41 

Slowly however, with tardy ul - un- 
willing ſteps, her judgment repugnant, and 
her ſpirit repining, the obeyed the ſummons 
of Mr. Harrel, who, impatient of her de- 
lay, came forward to meet her.. 
Miss Beverley,” he cried, there 1s 
not a moment to be loſt; this good man 
will bring you any ſum of money, upon a 
proper conſideration, that you! will com- 
mand; but if he is not immediately com- 
miſſioned, and theſe curſed fellows are not 
got out of my houſe, the affair will be 
blown,” — and what will follow, added 
he, lowering his voice, © I will not again 
frighten you by. repeating, though. 1 ſhall 
never recant.?? ' 

Cecilia turned from, him i in . 3 EY 
with a. faltering voice and heavy heart, 
entreated Mr. Arnott to ſettle for her with 
rhe Jew. 

Large as was the ſum, ſhe was ſo near 


being of age, and her ee was ſo good, 
that 


that 
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that the tranſaction was ſoon” finiſhed't 
75001, was received of the Jew, Mr. Har- 
rel gave Cecilia his bond for the payment; 
the creditors were fatisfied, the bailiffs were 
diſmiſſed, and the houſe: was ſoon reſtored 
to its cuſtomary appeafarice" of * 
gaiety. 

Mrs. Harrel, who during this Seene im 
ſhut herſelf up in her own room to 
and lament, now flew to Cecilia, and! in a 
tranſport of joy and gratitude, thanked HE? 
upon her knees for thus preſerving: her ftom 
utter ruin: the gentle Mr. Arnott ſeemed 
uncertain whether moſt to grieve or rejoice; . 
and Mr. Harrel repeatedly proteſted ſhe 
ſhould have the ſole ere of his future 
conduct. 949 
This promiſe, the hope of his jor es 
ment, and the joy ſhe had expanded, ſome- 
what revived the ſpirits of Cecilia; who; 
however, deeply affected by what had paſſed; 
haſtened from them all to her owa room. 
She had now parted with 8030 J. Th 
Mr, Harrel, without any ſecurity: when vor 
how it was to be paid; and that ardour of 
benevolence which taught her to value her 
riches merely as they enabled ber to do 
good and generous actions, was here ofen 
avail to conſole or reward her, for her giſv 
was compelled, and its receiver was all but 
Jeteſted, © How much better,” cried ſhez 
H 5 _<« would 


„rei 


*. would this have been beſtowed upon the 
amiable Miſs Belfield ! or upon her noble- 
minded, though proud - ſpirited brother 
and how much leſs a ſum would have made 
the vittudus and induſtrious Hills eaſy and 


y for life! but here, to become the 


tool of the extravagance I abhor !. to be 
made reſponſible for the luxury I condemn ! 
to be liberal in oppofition to my principles, 
and' laviſh. in defiance of my judgment 
Oh that my much-deceived Uncle had bet- 
ter known — ae ervunnch hands he com- 
mitted me ? and that my weak and unhappy 
| friend had met with a worthier en of 
her virtue and ſafety! “ 
As ſaon; however, as ſhe rocaveved from 
the firſt ſhock of her reflections, ſhe turned 
her thoughts from herfelf to the formation 
of ſome plan that might, at leaſt, render 
her donation of ſerious and laſting uſe. The 
ignal ſervice ſhe had juſt done them gave 
N preſent an aſcendency over the Har- 
| which the ' hoped, if immediately ex- 
Lon might prevent the return of ſo cala- 
mitous a ſcene, by engaging them both to 
an immediate change of conduct. But un- 
equa] herſelf to contriving expedients for 
this purpoſe that might not eaſily be con- 
troverted, ſhe determined to ſend the next 
morning a petition to Mr. Monckton to 
call upon her, reveal to him the whole 
5 8 tranſaction, 


anus and entreat him to ſoggett to 


her what, with moſt probability of ſucceſs, 
ſhe might offer to their conſiderationn 
While this was paſſing in her mind, on 


the evening of the ay in which ſhe had ſo 


dearly purchaſed the right of giving coun- 
ſel, ſhe was ſummoned to tea. 

She found Mr. Harrel and his "EP en- 
caged in earneſt diſcourſe; as ſoon as ſhe 
appeared, the former ſaid, * My dear Miſs 
Beverley, after the extraordinary kindneſs 
you have ſhewn me- this morn 
not, J am ſure, deny me one tr 
which I mearPto aſk this evenin 

No,“ faid Mrs. Harrel, Fab 1 am 
fure ſhe will not, when ſhe knows that our 
future appearance in the world depends 
upon her granting it. 2488 


56. I hope, then,” aid Cecilia, a 1 


not wiſh to refuſe it.“ 

« 1720 nothing i in the world: N faked Mer: 
Harrel, but to go with us to-night to the 
Pantheon. DYES 

Cecilia was ſtruck with the utmoſt inde 
nation at this propoſal ; that the man who 
in the morning had an execution in his 
houſe, ſhould- Ianguiſſ in the evening for 
the amuſement of a public place, - chat he 


who but a few hours before was plungifig | 


uncalled into eternity, ſhould, white- the 


intended inſtrument of death was yet fearce 
9 H 6 cold 
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cold from the graſp of his hand, deliberately; 


court a return of his diſtreſs, by inſtantly! 
recurring to the methods which had in- 
volved him in it, irritated and ſhocked her 
beyond even a wiſh of diſguiſing her diſ- 
— — and therefore, after an expreſſive 
ſilence, The gave a cold, but abſolute denial. 
=o: 4 ſee, aid Mr. Harrel, ſomewhat 
confuſed, * you. do. not underſtand, the, 
motives. of our requeſt. The unfortunate 
affair of this morning is very likely to ſpread 
preſently all over the town; the only 
xefutation that can be e to it, is by our 
all appearing in public before any body 
n it or not. 
Do, my deareſt friend, cried. Ran 
E. oblige me by your compliance indeed 
our whole reputation depends upon it. I 
made an engagement yeſterday to, go with 


Mrs. Mears, and if I diſappoint her, very 


o will be gueſſing the reaſon.“ 
At leaſt,“ anſwered, Cecilia, * my 
going can an{wer no purpoſe to you: pray, 
therefore, do, not aſæ me; I am ill diſpoſed 
for ſuch, ſort of amuſement, and have by, 


5 means your opinion of its neceſſity. 
91 Hy (it we. do not all. 89, 1 ond Mr. 
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conſequence is that every dirty tradeſman. 
in town to whom. I owe a ſhilling, will be 
forming the ſame curſed combination: thoſe 
ſcoundrels;formed 4his morning, of coming 


in a body, and waiting for their money, or 


elſe bringing an execution into my houſe. 


The only way to ſilence report is by putting 


a good face upon the matter at once, and 


ſhewing ourſelves to the world as if nothing 


had happeped. Favour us, therefore, to- 


night with your company, which is really 
important to us, or ten to one, but in 
Base fortnight, L ſhall be juſt in the ſame 

Dee 

EY however incenſed at * intel, 
ligence that his debts were ſtill ſo numerous, 
felt now as much alarmed at the mention of 
an execution, as if ſhe was in. pers danger 
of ruin herſelf. T errified, therefore, though 
not convinced, ſhe yielded to, their. per- 
ſuaſions, and conſented. to, accompany. them. 

They ſoon after ſeparated to make ſome 
alteration in their dreſs, and then, calling 


in. their way for Mrs. Mears, they pro- 


ceœeded to the Pantheon. 
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Floyer whom Ceciha now faw with added 
averſion : they entered the great room 
during the ſecond act of the Concert, to 
but herſelf bad 
any deſire to liſten, no ſort of attention was 
; the ladies entertatning themſelves 45 


Das Orchifiry was in the room, and the 


gentlemen, with an equa] diſregard to it, 


_ Rruggling' for a place by the fire, about 


which wk continued Hoyering uit the mu- 
fic was over. 


n chey-wete" tel; Per Nei- 


Py fauntering towards them, whiſpered 


ſomething to Mrs. Mears, who, imme jate- 
ty riſing, introduced him to Cecilia; after 
which, the place next to her being vacant, 
he caſt himſelf upon it, and lolling as much 


at his eaſe as his ſituation would permit, be- 
gan ſomething like a converſation with her. 


« Have you been long in town, ma'am ?”? 


No, Sir.“ 
« This is not your firſt int“ e 
4 -” * 9 


joined by Mr. Arnott and Sir Robert 


01 et A 105 


« Of being in town, it is.” „Sup 

„ Then you have — new to fre f 
O charming! how I envy er you me 
pleaſed with'the Pantheon?” 


Very much; I have ſeen no building 


at all equal to it.“ 

* You have not deen abroad... Travel: 
ling is the ruin of all happineſs! There's 
no looking at & en here after ſeeing 
Ital h i e * 
| 21 Does all heppinadls cher; depend upon 
the ſight of buildings ? ſaid Cecilia, when, 
turning towards her companion, ſhe pers 
ceived him yawning, with ſuch evident in- 
attention to her anſwer, that not chuſing to 
interrupt his reverie, ſbe Tuned her head 
another way. 

For ſame minutes he took bones ef 
this; and then, as if fuddenly recollecting 
himſelf, he called out haſtily I beg your 
pardon, ma' am, ee W ſome· 
thing??? 

No, Sir, nothing ahi repeati gen 

O pray don't puniſh me o bee, 
not to let me hear it!?! 

Cecilia, though. merely not to gem ofs 
fended at his — was then again 
beginning an anſwer, when, looking at hien 
as ſhe ſpoke, ſhe perceived that he was bit- 
ing his nails with fo abſent an air, that he 
appeared not to know he had. aſked any 


queſtion. 
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% QCECIDES 
queſtion. She therefore broke off, and left 


him to his cogitation. 

Sometime after he addreſſed. her again, 
ne Don't you find this place extreme 
ly tireſome, ma am.? 

« Yes, Sir,” ſaid ſhe, half laughing, $64 
18, indeed, hot very- entertaining 8 
Nothing is entertaining,” 455 6-80} 0 
for; two minutes together. Things are 
4 little different - one. from another, that 
there is no making ꝑleaſure out of any thing. 
We go the ſame dull round for ever; no- 
thing new, no variety ! all the ſame ching 
over again! Are row fond of public Places, 
ma'am?” 

<<: Yes, Sir, ſeberly, as s Lady Grace ſays.” 

Then I envy you extremely, for you 
have ſome amuſement always in your own 

ower,' How deſirable that is!? 
And have not you the fame reſour- 
ces?” 

Ono! I am tired to death! red of 
every thing! I would give the univerſe for 
a diſpoſition leſs difficult to pleaſe. Yet, 
after all, what is there to give pleaſure 
When one has ſeen one thing, one has ſeen 
every thing. O, tis heavy work! Don't 
ron find it ſo ma'am ?” 

This ſpeech was ended with ſo violent a 
fit of yawning, that Cecilia would not 


trouble herſelf to anſwer it: but her ſilence, 


75 48. 


CAGES hm Ms 


a8 been -paſlgd whelly unnoticed, exit. 
ing melt her queſtion non comment; t 

A long pauſe now ſucceeded, which he 
broke at laſt, by ſaying, as he .wricthed 
himſelf about upon his ſeat, Theſe forma 
wauld ibe much more agreeabie- if there 

were backs to them. Tis intolerablngby 
forced to. ſit like: a ſch The firſt 


ſtudy of life is eaſe. There is, gooey a 


other ſtudy that pays the trouble. of 2 ing 
ment. Don't you think ſo, ma am? 

Hut may not even that,” did Cecilia 
« 1 ſo much ſtudy, become labour ?“ nil 
3; 5 Ig vail happy? youthinkſd. 4 * 
b 75 * Sir? M7, COR JHR-oW 

IL. beg your pargen,. ma ach, but 1 

N you. ſaid I really beg your par- 
0 8 but I was mn 
ele 0447 t vid! 

Fou did very ke, Sir,” ſaid Ceeilia, 
| laughing, for what I ſaid by no means 
merited any attention. ?? 5 

« Will you do me the favour to. repeat 
it ??? cred he, taking out his glaſs, to exa- 
mine ſome lady at a diſtance. e e 


+ Onq;}: aid; Cecilia, ©, that; , would: - he 
trying your patience Logs: ſeverely? ß 44; 5 

< Thele glaſſes ſhew one nothing but d e= 
fects, ſaid he; “ I am ſorry they were 
ever invented. They are the ruin of a 
Dew no complexion can ſtand them. 
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believe chat ſolo will never be over!! T hate 
a folo ; _ 10:finks, bg Haw! whey: of me intoler- 
o will ed Sie. ſaid . 
* — at hy bill ofthe itoticert, «Have 
a fol Pieee; and that, 1 hope, 
atem sene N 
1 A full Heer r oh inipporwIe! it 
Runs, it fatigues, it overpowefs me beyond 
endurance! no taſte in it, no e no 
room for the ſmalleſt feeling.” hoe ” 
$109" "Perktnge, chen, ye are aal 0d of 
50311 el 


ſing 1 112 
1 be: if 1 cou near it; But 


we are now ſo miſerably off in voices, that „ 


hardly ever attempt to liſten to a ſong, 
without faneying myſeif deaf from the 
feebleneſs: of the performers. I hate every 
thing that requires attention. Nothing 
gives Pleaſore that does not ebe its own 
Wan? 7! 
* You only; then! like loud voices, and 
eat 0 | 
9 —— and work! — NO, nothing 
is ſo diſguſting to me. All my amazement 
is that theſe people think it worth while to 
give Den at all; one is fick to death 
of muſe.” . 

5 Nay,” uried Cres « if 4 it gives no 
Fr from at leaſt it takes none away ; for, 


ar from being any OO to conver- 
ſation, 


will revive 


G EG IN 1A - Up 


ſation, 1-think every body talks more du- 
ring the — between the acts. 
And what is —— you could ſubſti- 
tute in ita p,E,U3uß⸗/ = e 002 eee ee 


Cecilia, receiving no anſwer to rhis: queſ- 


tion, again looked round to ſee if ſhe had 
been heard; hen ſhe obſerved herinew ac- 
quaintance, with a very th ul air, 
had turned from her 10 Rx his opes n 
the ſtatue of Britannia. 0 
Very ſoon after, he baſty agate 3 
ſeeming entirely to forget that he had ſpoke 
to her, very abruptly walked away: 
Mr. Goſport, hb was advancing to Ge- 
cilia, and had watched part of this feene, 


ſtopt him as he was retreating 
Why Meadows, : how's this? are you 
cat at laſt ?”? ls 
e O worn eren 4 thread! 1 
cried he, ſtretching 
. 4 have been talking with a young lady iq 
entertain her! O ſuch heavy work I would 
not go through it again foo milonsP* -. 

„What, have you talked wry our 
of breath? ? 


No; but the effort! 5 effort 10; 


it has unhi nged me for a fortnight! En- 
tertaining a young lady! - one Tad er un 
be a galley-ſlave at once!” _ 
<< Well but, did ſhe not pay your coils? 
She is ſurely a ſueet creature.” _ 
es Nothing 


„and faid 


himſeif, and yawning 3 
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can pay one for fuch inſuffer- 


738 
11 Nothing 


able — though ſhe's well enough, 


too, — better than the common run, — bur 
ſhy, quite too ſhy; no drawing her out.“ 
„ thought that was to your taſte. You 


commonly hate much volubility. How 


have I heard you bemoan rages when at- 
tacked b „Mils Larotles 11iiw., bange 

Ack Larolles O diſtraction (Bhiow "ks 
me into a fever in two minutes. But fo it 
is for ever] nothing but extremes to be met 


with! common girls are too forward, this 


lady is too reſerved . always ſome fault! 


always ſome drawback.!: ac ever! Per- 


fett!“ 1447 7 40 Nc 7 191 

6.5 Nay, nay,” mn Mr: e wie «you 
do not know her; ſhe. is, perfect eee in 
all conſcience.” 

Better not know her, then,” anſwered 
"a wr yawning, for ſhe cannot be 
pleaſing: Nothing perfect is natural; — 
J hate every thing out of nature.?“ 

He then ſtrolled on, and Mr. Goſpor 
approached. Cecilia; 

66 I have been wiſhing,” crit he, © to 


addreſs you this halt. hour, but as you were 


engaged with Mr. Meadows. I did not dare 
advance.” | 


4 O, 1 ſee your malice! 1” cried Cecilia; 


you were determined to add weight to the 
value of your company, by making me 


fully 


Q.E; C:IrLDI2AD W 


fully ſenſible en the balance would: pre- 
ponderate.““ en 90 E WI 94 
« Nay, if you: do not admire Mr. Mea- 
dows,” cried he, & you muſt not even 
whiſper it to the winds.” (robe; "Dk 
Is he, then, fo very admirable? 
O, he is now in the very height of Ka. 
mionable favour: his dreſs is a model his: 
manners are imitated, his attention is court. 
ed, and his notice is envied. ef 7 
Are you not laughing??? 
No, indeed; his privileges are much 


more extenſive than I have mentioned : his: 


deciſion fixes the exact limits between Hat 
is vulgar and what is elegant, his praiſe 
gives reputation, and a word from him in- 
public confers faſhion !“ | 
« And by what wonderful powers has he 

acquired ſuch influence?“ 
© By nothing but a happy art in n 
ing the reigning foibles of the times, and 
carrying them to an extreme yet more ab- 
ſurd than any one had done before him. 
Ceremony, he found, was already explod- 
ed for eaſe, he, therefore, exploded eaſe for 
indolence; devotion to the fair ſex, had 
given way to a more equal and rational in- 
tercourſe, which, to puſh ſtill ' farther, he 
preſently exchanged for rudeneſs; joviali- 
ty, too, was 2 baniſhed for phi- 
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loſophical indifference, and that, therefore, 


he diſcarded, for wearineſs and diſguſt,” 


* And is ic poflible that lities ſuch as 
theſe ſhould recommenck hin tod favour and 
admiration?“” a e B77 7+ 


% Very poffible; for qualities woch as 
theſe conftiture®the prefent” tafte of the 


times. A man of the Ton, who would now 
world, muſt i in. 5 


be conſpicuous in the gay 
variably be inſſpid, negligent, and ſelf 

2 Aral 'eectuiftes P*' cried Cecilia ; 
+ and Mr. Meadows, I acknowledge, ſecins 
o have attained them all.“ 

He muſt never,” continued Mr. Gof- 


| port, < confeſs the leaſt pleaſure from any 
thing, a total apathy being che chief ingre- 


dient of his character: he muſt, upon no 
account, ſuſtain a converſation with any 
ſpirit, leſt he ſhould appear, to his utter 
diſgrace, intereſted in what is ſaid: and 


when he is quite tired of his exiſtence, from 


a total vacuity of ideas, he muſt affect a 
look of abſence, and pretend, on the ſud- 
den, to be wholly loft in thought,” 
" J would not with,” ſaid Cecilia, laugh- 
ng, % more amiable companion 
If he is aſked his opinion of any lady,” 


he continued, he muſt commonly anſwer 
by a grimace; and if he is ſeated next to 
one, he muſt take the utmoſt pains to ſhew- 


by 


OB Ohbka 191 


by his liſtleſsneſs, yawning and inattention, 
that he is fick of ls ſituation; for what he 
holds of all things to be moi}; gothic, is gal- 
lantry ta che woman. To avoid his is, 
indeed, the principal ſolicitude af his lifes 
If he fees a lady in diſtreſs for her.catriagey 


he is to enquire, of her What is dhe matter: 


and e with a ſhrug, with ber well 
through her fatigues, wink at, ſome. bye · 
ſtander, and walk away. If he is in a room 
where there is a crowd of company, and a 
ſcarcity of ſeats, he muſt early enfure one of 
the beſt in the place, be blind to all looks 
of fatigue, and deaf to all hints of aſſiſt- 
ance, and ſeeming rotally to ſotget himſelf, 
lounge at his caſe, and appear an uncon- 
ſcious ſpectator of What is going forward. 
If he is at a ball where there are more wo- 
men than men, he muſt decline dancing at 
all, though it ſhould happen to be his a- 
vourite amuſement, and ſmiling; as he paſſes 
the diſengaged young ladies, wonder. to ſee: 
them fir {ti}, and pechaþs aſk: them the 
reaſon !” 

& moſt alluring character indeed ey 
cried Cecilia; © and pray how long have 


theſe been the accompliſinents, of a fine 


gentleman?? 0 


« I am but an indifferent ae riof 


the modes,” he anſwered, but þ know it 


has been Jong enough to raiſe juſt ſexpecta- 
tions 
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3 tions that ſome new fl ill be ſtarted fopf 
. ſoon; by which the preſent race of INSEN-' lim! 
N SBLISTS — — 5 out! Mr. Mea- mof 
I dows is now at the head of chis ſect, as are! 
3 — Milk Larolles is of the YOLUBLE, and duct 
2 Nis Beeſon of --the..SUP RCILIOUS " 
3 But this Way comes another, who, though ſible 
4 Ma different manner, hours with the ſame him: 
3 view, and aſpiresat the ſume teward; Which . 
8 ſtimulate the amhition of this Happy  Trip- neig 
{4 let, that of exciting; wonder by porn Mil: 
4 and envy by wonder. ſect 
I This deſcription neunte Cape?! Areſ. leaſt 
4 yz Who, advancing from the fire- place, tion 
A old Cecilia how much he rejoiced in ſeeing ſpea 
3 her, ſaid he had beer reduced to deſpair by 10 to b 
Y long miſſing that honour, and that he had ing 1 
. feared ſhe made it a principle to avoid com- gnav 
8 ing in ne having ſought her in vain wan! 
4 N 8 96 deed 
3 He then (miled; and ftrolled on to ano- than 
q ther party | natu 
| And pray of what ſect, 2 aid Cecilia poor 
6 js this gentleman ?“ | rathe 
5 Of the ſect of JARGONISTS, ” an- ſtrai 
: fwered Mr. Goſport ; he has not an and puti⸗ 
1 tion beyond paying a paſſing compliment, relief 
4 nor a word to make uſe of that he has not of © 
picked up at public places. Vet this dearth com] 
4 of language, however you may deſpiſe it, is dows 
not merely owing to a narrow capacity: SIBI 
| foppery V 


5 


VET :I L I A. 193 
foppery and conceit have their ſhare in the 


limitation, for though his phraſes are al- 
moſt always ridiculous or miſapplied, they 
are ſelected with much ſtudy, and intro- 


duced with infinite pains.” | 
„ Poor man!” cried Cecilia, © is it poſ- 


fible it can coſt him any trouble to render 


himſelf ſo completely abſurd ?? 

< Yes"; but not more than it coſts his 
neighbours to keep him in countenance. 
Miſs Leeſon, ſince ſhe has preſided over the 
ſect of the SUPERCILIOUS, ſpends at 
leaſt half her life in wiſhing the annihila- 


tion of the other half; for as ſhe muſt only 


ſpeak in her own Coterie, the is compelled 
to be frequently ſilent, and therefore, hav- 
ing nothing to think of, ſhe 1s commonly 
gnawn with ſelf-denial, and ſoured with 
want of amuſement : Miſs Larolles, in- 
deed, is better off, for in talking faſter 
than ſhe thinks, ſhe has but followed the 
natural bent of her diſpoſition : as to this 
poor JARGONIST, he has, I muſt own, 
rather a hard taſk, from the continual re- 
ſtraint of ſpeaking only out of his own Lili- 
putian vocabulary, and denying himſelf the 
relief of ever uttering one word by the call 
of occaſion; but what hardſhip is that, 
compared with what is borne by Mr, Mea- 
dows ? who, ſince he commenced INSEN- 
SIBLIST, has never once dared to be 
Vor. II. I pleaſed, 
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194 „„ 
| pleaſed, nor ventured for a moment to look 


* 


in good humour 

« Surely, then,” ſaid Cecilia, in a ſhort 
time, the puniſhment of this affectation will 
bring its cure.“ 

„No; for the trick grows into habit, 
and habit i is a ſecond nature. A ſecret idea 
of fame makes his forbearance of happineſs 
ſupportable to him: for he has now the 
ſelt-ſatisfa&tion of conſidering himſelf raiſ- 
ed to that higheſt pinnacle of faſhionable 
refinement which is built upon apathy and 
ſcorn, and from which, proclaiming him- 
ſelf ſuperior to all poſſibility of enjoy ment, 
he views the whole world with contempt! 
holding neither beauty, virtue, wealth nor 
power of importance ſufficient to Kindle the 
ſmalleſt emotion!“ | 

OO that they could all round liſten to 
you! cried Cecilia; “they would ſoon, 
I think, ſicken of their folly, if they heard 
it thus admirably expoieg.” 

No; they would but triumph that: it 
had obtained them ſo much notice But 
pray do you ſee that gentleman, or don't 
you chuſe to know him, who has been 
bowing to you this halt hour ?” 

« Where?” cried Cecilia, and, looking 
round, perceived Mr. Morrice ; who, upon 
her returning his ſalutation, inſtantly ap- 


proached her, though he had neyer _ 
e 


_ - YO 


CECLIE SEXY Wh 
ed to ſhew himſelf at Mr. Harrel*s, ſince 
his unfortunate accident on the evening of 
the maſquerade. e l 
Entirely caſting aſide the eaſy familiarity 
at which he had latterly arrived, he en- 
quired after her health with the moſt fear- 
ful diffidence, and then, bowing profound- 
ly, was modeſtly retiring ; when Mrs. Har- 


rel, perceiving him, ſmiled with ſo much 


good-humour, that he gathered courage to 
return and addreſs her, and found her, to 


his infinite delight, as obliging and civil as 


ever. 

The Concert was now over; the ladies 
aroſe, and the gentlemen joined them. 
Morrice, at fight of Mr. Harrel, was again 
ſhrinking; but Mr. Harrel, immediately 
ſhaking hands with him, enquired what had 
kept him ſo long from Portman-Square ? 
Morrice then, finding, to his great ſur- 
priſe, that no one had thought more of the 
miſchief but himſelf who had committed it, 
Joyouſly diſcarded his timidity, and became 
as ſprightly as before his mortification. 

A motion was now made for going to the 
tea- room; and as they walked on, Cecilia, 
in looking up to examine the building, faw 
in one of the galleries young Delvile, and 
almoſt at the ſame time caught his eye. 

Scarcely now did a moment elapſe before 
he joined her. The fight of him, ſtrongly 
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reviving in her mind the nil contrarie- 
4 of opinion . with whi had lately 

ught of him, the ſentiments ſo much in 
his favour which hut a few days before ſhe 
had encouraged, and which it was only that 
morning ſhe. had . endeavoured. to cruſh, 


made her meet him with a. kind of melan- 


choly that almoſt induced her to lament he 
was amiable, and * that * knew none 
like him. 

His appearance, mean time, was s far dif. 
ferent ; he ſeemed enchanted at the ſight of 
her, he flew eagerly. to meet her, and his 


eyes ſparkled with pleaſure as he approach- 


ed her; a pleaſure neither moderate nor diſ- 
guiſed, but lively, unreſtrained, and ex- 
Preſſive. 

Cecilia, whoſe plans ſince he uy laſt 
ſeen him had twice varied, who firſt had 
looked forward to being united with him 


for ever, and afterwards had determined to 


avoid with him even a..common acquain- 
tance, could not, while theſe thoughts were 
all recurring to her memory, receive much 


delight from obſerving his gaiety, or feel at 


all — by his unembarraſſed manners. 
The openneſs, of his attentions, and the 


frankneſs of his admiration, which hitherto 


hafligharmed her as marks of the. ſincerity 


of his character, now ſhocked her as proofs 


of the indifference of his heart, which feel - 
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ing for her 8 0 common rd, that af - 
fected neither hib Write nor Nis peace, he 
manifeſted Vthout ſeruple, finde it was not 
accompanied with even à wifh beyond the 
preſent houf. Il 9 2 


She now, #66,” recolle&ted that ſuch had 


always been his conduct, one ſingle and 


to her his letter for Mr. Belfield; he ſeemed 
ſtruck as ſhe was herſelf by the extraordi- 
nary co- incidence of their ideas and pro- 
ceedings': that emotion, however, ſhe now 
regarded as caſual and tranſitory, and ſee- 
ing him ſo much happier than herſelf, ſhe 
felt aſhamed of her deluſion, and angry at 
ber . + 794 36 nes 


Reflections ſuch as theſe, though they 


added freſh motives to her reſolution of 
giving up all thoughts of his alliance, were 
yet ſo humiliating, that they robbed her of 
all power of receiving pleafure from what 
was paſſing, and made her forget that the 
place of entertainment. 
- Young Delvile, after painting in lively 
colours the loſs his houſe had ſuſtained by 
her quitting it, and dwelling with equal 
force upon the regret of his mother and his 
own, aſked in a low voice if ſhe' would do 


him ſo much honour as to introduce him to 
Mr, Harrel ;. As the ſon,” "added he, of 


© 4 a brother 


— ar moment excepted, when, as he gave 


place ſhe- was in was even intended for a 
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a brother guardian, I think I have a. Kind 


of claim to his acquaintance.” | 
Cececilia could not refuſe, though a 25 he 

requeſt was likely to occaſion more frequent 
meetings, ſhe perſuaded herſelf ſhe was un- 
willing to comply. The ceremony there- 
fore paſt, and was again repeated with Mrs. 
Harrel, who, though ſhe had ſeveral times 
ſeen him, had never been formally made 
| Known to him. 
The Harrels were both of them mach 
pleaſed at this mark of civility in a young 
man whoſe family had prepared them rather 
to expect his ſcorn, and expreſſed, their 
wiſhes that he would drink his tea in their 
party; he accepted their invitation with 
alacrity, and turning to Cecilia, ſaid Have 
I not ſkilfully timed my introduction? But 
though you have done me this honour 2 
Mr. and Mrs. Harrel, I muſt not yet, 
preſume, entreat you to extend ĩt to a cer. 
tain happy gentleman of this company; 
glancing his eyes towards Sir Robert 
Floyer. 

a; -I6;;: anſwered ſhe, 22A quick- 


Ly 


7 


neſs, © yet, nor ever | ) 
They were now at the door leading down. 
ſtairs to the tea-room. Cecilia ſaw that Sir 
Robert, who had hitherto been engaged with 
ſome gentlemen, ſeemed to be ſecking her; 
and the remembrance of the quarrel __ 


had followed her refuſal of his aſſiſtance at 
the Opera-houſe, obliged her to determine, 
ſhould he offer it again, to accept it: but 
the ſame brutality which forced this inten- 
tion, contributed to render it repugnant to 
her, and ſhe -reſolved if poſſible to avoid 
him, by hurrying down ſtairs before he 
reached her. She made, therefore, a ſud- 
den attempt to ſlip through the crowd, and 
as ſhe was light and active, ſhe eaſily ſuc- 
ceeded; but though her haſty motion ſepa- 
rated her from the reſt of her party, Del- 
vile, who was earneſtly looking at her, to 
diſcover her meaning in the difclaiming 
ſpeech ſhe made about Sir Robert, ſaw into 
her deſign, but ſuffered her not to go alone; 
he contrived in a moment to follow and 
join her, while ſhe was ſtopping at the foot 
of the ſtairs for Mrs. Harrel. 

Why what a little thief you are,” cried. 
he, to run away from us thus! what do 
you think Sir Robert will ſay ? I ſaw him 
looking for you at the very inſtant of your 
flight. 1 

ee Then you ſaw at the fame time,” faid 
Cecilia, © the reaſon of it. 

Will you give me leave,” cried: he, 
laughing, © to repeat this to m SIR Er- 
bolt 2”? 

6 You may repeat it, Sir, if you pleaſe, * 
laid Cecilia, piqued that he had not ra- 
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ther thought of himſelf than, of Lord Er. 
nolf, * to the whole. Pantheon.” 92 

A! if J a cried 185 45 half of 
it, at Te; ould thank ec to ob- 
tain the ap e of o n * 2 


aſſembly, 
what waald It Genify that Sir Robert ſhould 
cut ny throat ? 


believe,” Rid Cecilia, deeply 12 


ed by a raillery that ſhewed ſo little intereſt 
in her, avowal of indifference, , © you are 
derermined to. make e as lick of that 
man's name, 48 Lanſ o his converſation.” 

And is it poſſible,” exclaimed Delvile, 


ina tone of ſurpriſe, ,** that ſuch can be 


your opinion, and yet, ſituated as you are, 
the whole world at your. command, and all 
mankind at your devotion- but Jam an- 


ſwering you ſeriouſly, when. you are only 


ſpeaking by rule.” 1 

Ver What rule Sir 2” 
«© That which young ladies, upon cer- 
tain occaſions, always preſcribe themſelves.” 
Here they were interrupted by the arrival 
of the reſt of the company; though not be- 
fore Cecilia had received ſome little conſo- 
lation for her diſpleaſuxe, by finding that 
young Delvile till ſuppoſed ſhe was engag- 
ed, and flattering herſelf his language would 
be different were he informed of the con- 

„ 

Morrice now undertook to procure them 
a table 


* 


2 table for tea, which, as the room was very 
full, was not eaſily done; and while they 
were waiting his ſuccefs, Miks Larolles, who 
from the ſtairs had perceived Cecilia, came 
running up to her, and taking her hand, 


called out © Lord, my dear-creature, who'd. 


have thought of ſeeing you here? 'I was 
never ſo furprifed in my life} I really 
thought you was gone into a convent, it's ſo 


extreme long ſince I've ſeen you. But of 


all things in the world, why was you not at 
Lady Nyland's laſt aſſerably | ] thought of 
aſking Mrs. Harrel fifty times why you did 
not come, but it always went out of my 
head. You've no notion how exceſlive— 
ly I was diſappointed.” 

* You are very obliging,” ſaid Cecilia 
laughing, © but I hope, ſince you ſo often 
forgot it, the diſappointment did much lef- 
ſen your entertainment.” _ 

O Lord no! 1 was never ſo happy i in 
my life. There was K. 4 crowd, You 
cold not move a fir er. Ever * body 
the vor nies ae; "Youye Ne idea h 
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elegant thing you ever ſaw in your life; 
every thing quite in a ſtyle. I was ſo mon- 


ſtrouſly fatigued, I rok hardly get through. 
the laſt dance. I really thought I ſhould 
have dropt down dead: Only conceive danc- 


ing five hours in ſuch a monſtrous crowd ! 


I aſſure you when I got home my feet were 
all bliſters. You have no idea how they 


ſmarted.“ 
** And whence comes it,” cried young 


Delvile, that you partake 10 little of theſe 


8 delights ns 
© Becauſe I fear,” anſwered Cecilia, 1 


came too late into the ſchool of faſhion to be 
a ductile pupil.“ 
* Do you know,” continued Miſs La- 


rolles, Mr. Meadows has not ſpoke one 
word to me all the evening! Though I am 


ſure he ſaw me, for I ſat at the outſide on 
purpoſe to ſpeak to a perſon or two, that 1 
knew would be ſtrolling about; for if one 
fits on the inſide, there's no ſpeaking to a 
Creature, you know, ſo I never do it at the 
Opera, nor in the boxes at Ranelagh, nor 
any where, It's the ſhockingeſt thing you 
can conceive to be made fit in the middle of 
thoſe forms; one might as well be at home, 


for nobody can ſpeak to one.“ 
** But you don't ſeem to have had much 


better lucceſs,” ſaid Seen jn keeping 
« O 


ech - = % = ej Wy = 257 


Fun! 


* ti 


«Oyel have, for 1 got a little chat 
with two or three people as they were paſ- 
ſing, for, you know, when one ſits there, 
they can't fats ſaying ſomething ; though I 
aſſure you all the men are ſo exceſſively odd 
they don't care whether they ſpeak to one 
or no. As to Mr. Meadows, he's really 
enough to provoke one to death, J tup- 
poſe he's in one of his abſent fits. How- 
ever, I aſſure you I think it's extreme im- 
pertinent of him, and ſo I ſhall tell Mr. 
Sawyer, for I know he'll make a point of 


telling him of it again.” 
« 1 rather think,” ſaid Ceili © the 


beſt would be to return the compliment in 


kind, and when he next recollects you, ” 
pear to have forgotten him.“ 

* O Lord, that's a very good notion] ſo 
E will, I edclare. But you can't conceive 
how glad I am the Concert's over; for I 


aſſure you, though I ſat as near the fire as 


poſſible, I was ſo extreme cold you've no 
idea, for Mr. Meadows never would let me 
have the leaſt peep at it. I declare I believe 
he does it on purpoſe to plague one, for he 

rows worſe and worſe every day. You 
can't think how I hate him !” 


© Not eaſily, I believe indeed!“ ſaid. 


Cecilia, archly. 
25 O do but look !” reſumed the fair 
VOLUBLE, if 2 8 is not Mrs. Mears 
f 1 in 
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beer 


in her old red gown again! I begin to think 


ſhe']I never have another. INwiſn ſhe was to 
have an excoution in her fhauſe, if it was 
only to get rid of it I amy lo.tawmgucd wank 
the ſight of it you can't dpnceivie. 07 

Mr. Morrice now brought . 
that he had ſecured one ſide of a table 


which would very well accommodate the 


ladies; and that the other ſide was only oc- 


cupied by one gentleman, who, as he was 
not drinking tea himſelf, would doubtleis 


give up his * when the party appeared. 
Miſs Larolles then ran back to her own 
ſet, and the reſt followed Mr. Morrice: 


Mrs. Harrel, Mrs. Mears and Cecilia took 


their places. The gentleman oppoſite to 
them proved to be Mr. Meadows: Mor- 
rice, therefore, was much deceived in his 


expectations, for, far from giving up his 
place, he had flung himſelf all along upon 


the form in ſuch. a ſounging poſture, while 
he reſted one arm upon the table, that, not 
contented with merely keeping his. own 
ſeat, he filled up a ſpace meant for three. 

Mr. Harrel had already walked off to 


another party : Delvile ſtood aloof for ſome 


minutes, expecting Sir Robert Floyer would 
ſtation himſelf behind Cecilia; but Sir Ro- 
dert, who would ſcarce have thought ſuch a 


condeſcenſion due to a princeſs, diſdained 


any appearance of aſſiduity, even while he 
made 


4 
l 
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made it his care to publiſh his pretenſi ns: 
and therefore; finding no accommodatiòn to 
pleaſe him, he ſtatked towards ſome gentle- 


men in another part of the rd Belvile 


then took cheꝰ poſt he-had neglected, and 
Mr, Atnotr, cho had not had e courage to 
make any effört in kis 6wn-favour, modeſt- 
ly ſtood near him. Cecilia contrived to 
make room for Mr. Goſport next to herſelf; 
and Morrice was ſufficiently happy in being 
allowed to call the waiters, ſuperintend the 
proviſions, and ſerve the whole party. 
Ih he taſk of making tea fell upon Ceci- 

lia, who being ſomewhat incommoded by 
the vicinity of her neighbours, Mrs. Mears 
called out to Mr. Meadows Do pray, 
Sir, be ſo good as to make room for one ot 
us at your ſide.” 

Mr. Meadows, who was. ;ndolendly TY 

ing his teeth, and — them with a 


tooth pick caſe glaſs, did not, at firſt, 


ſeem to hear her; and when ſhe repeated 
her requeſt, he only looked at her, and ſaid 
„ umph '?“ 

« Now really, Mr. Meadows, » ſaid he, 
« when you ſee any ladies in ſuch- diſtreſs, 
I, wonder. how you. .can forbear helping 
them.” 

An diftreſe; are you * criad he, with 
a vacant ſmile, pray what's the matter?“ 

Don't you ſee ? we are ſo crowded We 
can hardly fit.” 

2 1 
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Can't you? cried he, upon my ho- 


nour it's very ſhameful that theſe people 
don't contrive ſome ſeats more convenient.” 
Fes,“ ſaid Mrs. Mears; “ but if you 
would be ſo kind as to let ſomebody elſe ſit 
by you we ſhould not want any contrivance.“ 

Here Mr. Meadows was ſeized with a 
furious fit of yawning, which as much di- 
verted Cecilia and Mr. Goſport, as it of- 
fended Mrs. Mears, who with great dif- 
pleaſure added, Indeed, Mr. Meadows; 
it's very ſtrange that you never hear what's 
faid to you. | 

I beg your pardon,” ſaid he, © were 
you ſpeaking to me?“ and __—_ vegans 
picking his teeth, 

Morrice, eager to contraft his civility with 
the inattention of Mr. Meadows, now flew 
round to the other fide of the table, and 
calling out “ let me help you, Miſs Bever- 
ley, I can make tea better than any body,” 
he lent over that part of the form which 
Mr. Meadows had occupied with one of his 


feet, in order tc pour it out himſelf: but 
Mr. Meadows, by an unfortunate removal 


of his foot, bringing him forwarder than he 
was prepared to go, "the tea pot and its con- 
tents were overturned Immedately oppoſite 


to Cecilia. 
Young Delvile, who ſaw the impending 


evil, from an impetuous impulſe to prevent 


her ſuffering by it, as. drew her back; 
5 and 


13 


and bending down before her, ſecured her 


preſervation by receiving himſelf the mi- 
chief with which ſhe was threatened; _ - 


CE CILIA: avp 


Mrs. Mears and. Mrs. Harrel vacated 


their ſeats in a moment, and Mr. Goſport 
and Mr. Arnott aſſiſted in clearing the ta- 
ble, and removing Cecilia, who was very 
{lightly hurt, and at once ſurpriſed, aſhamed 
and pleaſed at the manner in which ſhe had 
been ſaved. We 185 
Young Delvile, though a ſufferer from 
his gallantry, the hot water having pene- 
trated through his coat to his arm and 
ſhoulder, was at firſt inſenſible to his ſitua- 
tion, from an apprehenſion that Cecilia had 
not wholly eſcaped ; and his enquiries were 
ſo eager and ſo anxious, made with a look 
of ſuch ſolicitude, and a voice of ſuck 
alarm, that, equally aſtoniſhed and gra- 
tified, ſhe ſecretly bleſt the accident which 
had given birth to his uneaſineſs, however 
ſhe grieved for its conſequence to himſelf. * 
But no ſooner was he ſatisfied of her 
ſafety, than he felt himſelf obliged to retire; 


yet attributing to inconvenience what was 


really the effect of pain, he hurried away 
with an appearance of ſport, ſaying, © There 


ts ſomething, I muſt own, rather unknighthy .. 


in quitting the field for a wet jacket, but 
the company, I hope, will only give ine 
credit for flying away to Ranelagh, So 


Like 
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Like a brave general after being beat, 
III * and rejoice in a 3 retreat,” # 
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He then haſtened to his carriage: and 
poor Morrice, frightened” and confounded 
at the diſaſter he had occaſioned, ſneaked 
after him, with much leſs ceremony. While 
Mr. Meadows, wholly unconcerned by the 


diſtreſs and confuſion around him, fat qui- 
etly picking his teeth, and looking on, 


during the whole tranſaction, with an un- 
meaning ſtare, that made it doubrful whe- 
ther he had even perceived it. 

Order being how ſoon reſtored, the ladies 
finiſhed their tea, and went up ſtairs. Ce- 


eilia, to whom the late accident had afforded 


much new and intereſting matter for re- 
flection, wiſhed immediately to have re- 


turned home, but fhe was not the leader of 


the party, and therefore could not make the 


propoſal. 


They then {trolled through all the apart- 
ments, and having walked about tilf the 
faſhionable time of retiring, they were 


joined by Sir Robert F loyer, and proceeded. 


to cke little room near the entrance to the 


great one, in order to Wait . their car- 


riages. FS 
ere Cecilia again met Miſs Larolles, 
whe came to make various remarks, and 


infinite 
* Smart. 


infinite ridicule, upon ſundry unfaſhionable 


or uncoſtly articles in the dreſſes of the ſur- 
rounding company; as well as to complain, 


with no- little reſentment, that Mr. Mea- 
dows-was again ſtanding before the fire ! 

Captain 'Areſby alſo advanced, to tell 
her he was quite abattu by having ſo long 
loſt ſight of her, to hope ſhe would make 
a renounce of 'mortifying the world by diſ- 
carding. it, and to proteſt he had waited 


for his carriage till he was nne een 


the point of being acab/e. \ 

In the midſt of this jargon, to which the 
fulneſs of Cecilia's mind hardly 
her to liſten, there ſuddenly appeared at the 
door of the a nt, Mr. Albany, who, 


with his uſual- auſterity of COuntenanee, 


ſtopt to look round upon the company. 
Do you ſee, cried Mr. Goſport to 
Cecilia, & who approaches? your poor 
fycophants will again be taken to taſk, and 
I, for one, tremble at the coming ſtorm !? - 
« O Lord,” crieti Miſs 3 . E 


wiſh I was ſafe in my chair! that man 


always frightens me. Hs + of my ſenſes. 


You've no notion what difegrocable: things 


he ſays. to onę. L aſſure you I've no doubt 
but he's Fas and I'm always in the 
ſhocki 4 in the world * fear he 
| ſhould be taken with a fit 
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It is really a n. thing, faid 


the Captain, © that one can go to no 


 fſpefacle without the horreur of being obſede 


by that perſon! if he comes this way, I 
ſhall certainly mono a renounce, and re- 
tire. | 
„ Why ſo; P ſaid Sir Robert, 6 what 
the dl do you mind him for?“ 

« O he is the greateſt bore in nature!” 
eried the Captain, and I always do mon 


pPouaſible to avoid him; for he breaks out into 


ſuch barbarous phraſes, that I find . 
degouté with him in a moment.“ 
% O, I affure you,” ſaid Miſs Larolles, 


ec he ann one ſometimes in a manner 


you've no idea. One day he came up to 
me all of a ſudden, and aſked me what 
good I thought I did by drefling fo much 2 


Only conceive how ſhocking !” 


O, I have had the berreur of queſtions 
of thar fort from. him ſans fin,” aid the 
Captain; once he took the liberty to aſk 
me, what ſervice I was of to the world! and 
another time, he deſired me to inform him 
whether I had ever made any poor perſon 
pray for me! and, in ſhort, he has o fre- 
quently inconvenienced me by his imper- 
tinences, that he really bores me to a de- 
gree.“ 


+. © That's juſt the thing that pho "a him 


hunt vou n, ” ſaid Sir Robert; © if he 
; were 


CEECTb IA as” 


were to aſt me queſtions for a month toge- 
ther, I ſhould never trouble Wan 0 move 
a muſcle.“ 
The matter of his diſcourſe, 75 ſaid Mr. 
Goſport, «js. not more ſingular than the 
manner, for without any ſeeming effort or 
conſciouſneſs, he runs into blank verſe per- 
etually. I have made much enquiry about 
him, but all I am able to learn, is that he 
was certainly confined,. at one part of his 
life, in a private mad-houſe: and though 
now, from not being miſchievous, he is ſer 
at liberty, his looks, language, and whole 
behaviour, announce the former injury of 
his intellects. “ 
F< Seth? cried Miſs Larolles, half: 
ſcreaming, c what ſhocking notions you 
put in one's head! 1 declare 1 dare ſay L 
ſba'o't get ſafe home for him, for I aſſure 
you I believe he's taken a ſpite, to mel and 
all becauſe one day, before I knew of his 
odd ways, T happened to fall a laughing at 
his going about in that old coat. Do you 
know it put him quite in a paſſion !. 1 
conceive how ill: naturedè!ꝰ 
& O he has diſtreſſed me,” 3 the 
Captain, with a ſnrug, partout! and found 
ſo much fault with every thing I have done, 
that I ſhould really be glad to have the 
honour to cut, for the moment he comes 
4 to me, I Know what I have to — 18 


« But 


£ 
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1 But I muſt tell you,” cried Miss La- 
wits, * -how monſtroufly he put me in a 
Fright one evening when I was talking with 
Miſs Moffat. Do you know, he came up 
to us, and aſked what we were faying! and 
becauſe we could not think in a minute of 
ſomething to anſwer him, he faid he ſup- 
poſed we were only ralking ſome ſcandal, 
and ſo we had better go home, and employ 
ourſelves in working for the poor! only 
think how horrid } and after that, he was 
ſo exceſſive impertinent in his remarks, 
there was quite no bearing him. 1 aſſure 
you he cut me up ſo you've no notion.“ 

Here Mr. Albany advanced; and every 
body but Sir Robert moved out of the 
way. 

Fixing his eyes upon Cecilia, with an 
expreſſion more in ſorrow tha# in anger, after 
contemplating her ſome time in ſilence, he 
exclaimed, © Ah lovely, but periſhable 
flower ! how long will that ingenuous coun- 
tenance, wearing, becauſe wanting no diſ- 
guiſe, look reſponſive of the whiteneſs of 
the region within? How long will that air 
of innocence irradiate your whole appear- 
ance? unſpoilt by proſperity, unperverted 
by power! pure in the midſt of ſurrounding 
depravity ! unſullied in the tainted air of 
| — perdition!“ 

The confuſion of Cecilia at this public 
addreſs, 


CEGILIA an 


| addreſs, which drew upon her the eyes and 
attention, of all the Wer a; was inex- 


preſſible; ſhe aroſe from her ſeat, covered 


, 


with biuſhes, and ſaying, -* I fancy the 
uſt be ready,” preſſed forward 


carriage muſt be r fled , ft 
to quit the room, followed by Sir Robert, 
who anſwered, © No, no, they'll call it when 
it comes up. Arnott, will you go and ſee 
where it is?“ VV 

Cecilia ſtopt, but whiſpered Mrs. Harrel 
to ſtand near her. | 


e And whither,” cried Albany indig- 


nantly, © whither wouldſt thou go? Art 
thou already diſdainful of my precepts ? 
and canſt thou not one ſhort moment ſpare 
from the tumultuous folly which encircles 
thee? Many and many are the hours thou 
mayſt ſpend with ſuch as theſe; the world, 
alas! is full of them; weary not then, ſo 
ſoon, of an old man that would admoniſh 


thee, —he cannot call upon thee long, for 


ſoon he, will be called upon himſelf !”? 

This ſolemn exhortation extremely diſ- 
treſſed her; and fearing to ſtill further of- 
fend him by making another effort to eſcape, 
ſhe anſwered in a low voice, I will not 


only hear, but thank you for your pre- 


cepts, if you will forbear to give them be- 


fore ſo many. witneſſes.” | 
+ Whence,” cried he ſternly, ** theſe 
vain and ſuperficial diſtinctions? Do you 


not. 
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not dance in public? What renders you 

more conſpicuous ? Do you not dreſs to be 
admired, and walk to be obſerved ? Why 
then this fantaſtical ſcruple, unjuſtified by 
reaſon, ' unſupported by analogy ? Is folly 
only to be publiſhed ? Is vanity alone'to be 
exhibited? Oh ſlaves of ſenſeleſs contradic- 
tion] Oh feeble followers of yet feebler preju- 
dice! daring to be wicked, yet fearing: to be 


wiſe; dauntleſs in levity, yet ſhrinking from 


the nante of virtue!“ 
The latter part of this foedck, during 


which he turned with energy to the whole 


company, -raifed fuch a general alarm, that 


all the ladies haſtily quitted the room, and 
all the gentlemen endeavoured to enter it, 
equally curious to ſee the man who made 


the oration, and the lady to whom it was 


addrefied. Cecilia, therefore, found her 


ſituation unſupportable; *] muſt go,” ſhe 


cried, © whether there is a carriage or not! 


pray, Mrs. Harrel, let us go!” 
Sir Robert then offered to take her nd, 


which ſhe was extremely ready to give him ; 


but while the crowd made their paſſage diffi- 


cult, Albany, following and ſtopping her, 
ſaid, © What is it you fear? a miſerable 
old man, worn out by the ſorrows of that 
experience from which he offers you coun- 
ſel ? What, too, is it you truſt ? a libertine 


wretch, coveting — but your wealth, 
for 


ESC LER ai 


for the gift of which he-will repay vou by 
the perverſion of your principles“? 

«© What the dl do you mean by that 2 
cried the Baronet. | 

% To ſhew,” anſwered he, auſterely, 
e the inconſiſtency of falſe delicacy ; to 
ſhew how thoſe who are too timid for 
truth, can fearleſs meet licentiouſneſs.” - 

« For Heaven's ſake, Sir,” cried Cecilia, 
<< ſay no more to me now! call upon me 
in Portman- ſquare when you pleaſe, — re- 
prove me. in whatever you think me blame- 
able, I ſhall be grateful for your inſtructions, 
and bettered, perhaps, by your care; hut 
leſſons and notice thus public can do. me 
nothing but injury.” 

« How happy,” cried he, « were no 
other injury near thee ! ſpotleſs were then 
the hour of thy danger, bright, fair and 
refulgent thy paſſage to ſecurity! the Good 
would receive thee with praiſe, the Guilty 
would ſupplicate thy prayers, the Poor 
would follow thee with bleſſings, and Chil- 
dren would be taught by thy example!“ 

He then quitted her, every body making 
way as he moved, and proceeded into the 
great room. Mrs. Harrel's carriage being 
alſo announced at the ſame time, Cecilia loſt 
not an inſtant in haſtening away. | 

Sir Robert, as he conducted her, dif- 
. laughed at the adventure, 9 
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the general licence allowed to Mr. Albany 
revented his reſenting, and which therefore 


ſcorned to appear moved alt. 
Mrs. Harrel could talk of nothing elſe, 
neither was Cecilia diſpoſed to change the 
ſubje&, for the remains of inſanity which 
ſeemed to hang upon him were affecting 


without being alarming, and her deſire to 


know more of him grew every inſtant 


ſtronger. 


This deſire, however, outlived nt; the 


converſation to which it gave riſe; when 


ſhe returned to her own room, no veſtige of 
it remained upon her mind, which a nearer 


concern and deeper intereſt wholly occupied. 


The behaviour of young Delvile had 


pained, pleaſed, and diſturbed her; his 


activity to ſave her from miſchief might 


proceed merely from gallantry or good 


nature; upon that, therefore, ſhe dwelt 


little: but his eagerneſs, his anxiety, his 


inſenſibility to himſelf, were more than 


good breeding could claim, and ſeemed to 


ſpring from a motive leſs artificial. 


She now, therefore, believed that her 


partiality was returned; and this belief had 

ower to ſhake all her reſolves, and enfeeble 
all her objections. The arrogance of Mr. 
Delvile leſſened in her reflections, the admo- 
nitions of Mr. Monckton abated in their 


influence, With the firſt ſhe * 
that 


CECILIA ay 


that though connected ſhe need not live, 
and for the ſecond, though ſhe acknow- 
ledged the excellence of his judgment, ſhe” 
concluded him wholly ignorant of her ſen- 
timents of Delvile; ih ſhe imagined, 
when once revealed, would make every ob- 
ſtacle to the alliance ſeem trifling, when 
put-in pending with W n e — 
affection. 
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*H E attention of Cecilia: to her own 
affairs, did not make her forgetful of 
thoſe of the Harrels : and the morning after 
the buſy day which was laſt recorded, as 
ſoon as ſhe quitted the breakfaſt-room, ſhe 
began a note to Mr. Monckton, but was 
interrupted with information that he was al- 


ready in the houſe. 


She went to him immediately, and had 


the ſatis faction of finding him alone: but 


deſirous as ſhe was to relate to him the 
tranſactions of the preceding day, there was 
in his countenance a gravity ſo unuſual, 
that her impatience was involuntarily check- 


ed, and ſhe waited firſt to hear if he had 


himſelf any thing to communicate. 

He kept her not long in ſuſpence; “ Miſs 
Beverley,” he ſaid, © I bring you intelli- 
gence which though I know you will be 

very ſorry to hear, it is abſolutely neceſſary 
ſhould be told you immediately: you may 
otherwiſe, from however laudable metives, 
de drawn into ſome action which you may 


repent for life.” 
* What 
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hat bb b. eriedl Ecblllia, uch 


that J Juſpected, feld be, . and 
pete" than 1 hinted to you, is true; Mr. 


Farms 
. NI 


Harrer! is 4 ruined man! he is not wor 5 a 
rat, ald he is in debt beyond wh; 
it pena" dae tot 


166 l the de E fe te bf his affairs, 


1 ofefed, The had not thought poſſible. 

« My enquiries,” con Ron Do he, © have 
been among 5 nei pass, nd fuck 48 would 
not dare echte Ins: 1 Haſtened, therefore 
to Foul; that this tireely ndtice telle Agel 
the injunctions I gave ye Den 15 had the 
pleaſure of feeing, you laſt; and . J 
misjudging generoſity ftom leading yo! 
into any in jury of your own. föftunde 101 
a man 5 is paſt all relief from i it, 'and 
who cannot, be ſaved, even thoug by you Were 
to be deltroyed for his ſake.” 
Fou ate ver od,“ faid Cecilia, 
* but. your counfet is no- too late!“ She 


197 ly acquaihted him with What. 


d itt h how IS, a ſun the had 


0 ho with rage, Ambient, ab 


vaftet nveighihg ag gainſt Mt. 

I e bittereſt terms, e faid, But 
why, aloe you figned your nathe to fo 
2008 21 K 2 baſe 
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baſe an impoſition, could you not ſend for 
: ESA 3.3413) CE go a>? (OE 


12 „ a+ 3 ; 
e wiſhed, F-meant. to have, done ie,” 
cried ſhe, but I thaught'the. time pa 


. 


when you could help':me : how, indeed, 


could you have ſavedo me? my: word was 


. An oath To; forced, anfwered, he, 


the moſt delicate conſeience would have 
abſol ved you. from performing. Vou have, 


indeed, been groſsly impoſed; upon, and 


pardon me if I add unaecountably to blame. 
Was it not.obvious that relief 10 circum- 
ſtanced muſt be temporary? If bis ruin 


had been any thing leſs than certain, what 


have therefore depriveck yourſelf of the 


merely to grant a longer date to extrava- 


gance and villainy. U 


. i +1 | 


et Yer how! cried Cecilla, deeply 


touched by this reptoof, „how cou Ido 
"otherwiſe?! Could I ſte a man in the agonies 
of deſpair, hebe him Beſt darkly ist his 
own” deſttuction, and afterwatds/ behold 


- 


him almoſt in the very act of ſuicide, the 
inſtrument of ſelf murder, in his deſperate 
hand —and yet, though he put his life in 
my power, though he told me I could pre- 


ſerve him, and told me he had no other 
2 14 f FED AT, * > f $- , wi 1 f dt 6 % ww ws « 4 
reliance 


* * 


\ 
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reliance or reſource, could 1 eds him to 
his dreadful deſpondence, refuſe my aſſiſting 
hand to raiſe him from perdition, and, to 
fave what, after all, Lam“ well able to fpare, 
ſaffer a felow-ercature; who flung birnfelf 
upon my mercy,to offer vp-hislaſt-accounts 
with an action placker than any which had 
3 it? No, I cannot repent what 1 
ave done, though I lament, indeed, that 
the object was not more deſerving,” N ib 
Yours: repreſentation,” ſaid Mr. 
Monckton, © * hike! every ching elſe that I 
ever heard you utter, bfeathes nothing but 


benevolence and goodneſs. + but your pity 


has been abuſed, and your underſtanding 
impoſed; upon. Mr. Harrele had en in- 


Se Thy ne chimſelfz the Whale was 


an infamous trick, Which had not your 
generoſity been too well Knee Would 
never have been played. 
I cannot think quite ſo ilb af him,” 
ſaid Cecilia, & nor for the; world would I 


have riſxed my own, future dre proehles by 


truſting to ſuch a ſuſpicion v hich, / had it 
proved wrong, and had Mr. HarreL upon 
my refuſal, committed the fatal deed, would 
have made his murder upon my gf 
ſcience reſt for ever! ſurely the experiment 
would have been too hazardous, when he 
conſequence had 99; my future Fucel! in its 


power.“ | 
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It is impoſlible eo; eher, your 


fer ples,” . ſaid Mr. Monektan, |.* even 


while. I conſider . them. as caulcleſs ;; far 


cauſeleſs they undoubredly were: the man 
who could act. ſo atrocious ..a part, ho 
could ſo ſcandalouſly By e a young lady 
who was his gueſt. his ward, take ad- 
vantage of her temper for the plunder of 
her fortune, and extort her compliance by 


the baſeſt and moſt diſnonourable arts, 


meant only to terrify her into compliance, 


for he can be nothing leſs than a downright 


and thorough ſcoundrel, capable of. erh 
ſpecies of mean villainy.“ 

He then proteſted he would at leaſt ac- 
quaint her other guardians with What had 


paſſed, whoſe: buſineſs it would he to en- 


quire if there was any chance of redreſs. 
Cecilia, however, had not much trouble 
in combating this propoſal ;, for though her 
objections, which were merely thoſe of 
punctilious honour and delicacy, weighed 
nothing with a man who regarded them, as 
abſurdities, yet his own apprehenſions of 
appearing too officious in her affairs, forced 
him, after a little deliberation, 90 give HP 
the defign. 0 
Ska, Belides, 15 faid Cecilia, « as I have his 
bond for what L have parted with, I; have, 
ar leaſt, no right to complain; unleſs, after 
he receives his rents, he refuſes to pay 
5 * 


me. 


BGU HA. as 


Elis bonds! his rents l. - exclaimed 
Mr. Monckton, what is a man's, hond 


who is not worth a guinea? and what are 
his rents, when all he ever owned muſti;be 
ſold before they: are due, and when: he will 
not himſelf receive-a penny from the ſale. 
as he has neither land, houſe, nor poſſeſſion 
of any ſort that 1 18. nor mortgaged £2? th. art 


«; Nay, then,” ſaid Cecilia, if ſo, it is 


indeed all over | I. am ſorry, I am grieved 
— but it is paſt, and nothing, therefore, 


remains, but Oi 1 ry: to forget Jever was 


richer!” 4 N ele ag 4 
* This is very pRurbful ; philoſophy,? 
ſaid Mr. Monckton; “ but it, will, nat 
leſſen your regret hereafter, when the Vakug 
of money is better known to you. 2 
_ © If I ſhall dearly buy my experience, 
ſaid Cecilia, let me be the more attentive 
to making good uſe of it; and, ſince my 
loſs ſeems irremediable to myſelf, Jet me at 
leaſt endeavour to ſecure its n to Mr. 

_ Harrel.” 4% ne 

She then told him her ids ro propoſe to 
that gentleman-ſome ſcheme of reformation, 
while yeſterday's events were yet recent in 
his mind: but Mr. Monckton; Who had 
hardly patience to hear her, exclaimed, 
GY He. is a-wretch, - and deſerves the full 
force of the diſgrace he is couſting. What 


is now moſt neceſſary is to guard you from 
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his further machinations, for you may elſe 
be involved in ruin as deep as his own. 
He now knows the way to frighten you, 
_ he will not fail to put it in practice.“ 
No, Sir,“ anſwered Cecilia, “ he would 
ai ppb to me in future: eannot 
repent that I ventured nor yeſterday to brave 
his menaces, but too little is the comfort I 
feel from what I have beſtowed, to ſuffer 


any conſideration to une me part with 


more a Ji! 1 120 linen k. 
„bur Mabuse hi lab eck be. 0 will 


be as feeble as your generoſity will be po- 


tent: depend nothing upon yourſelf, but 
inſtantly quit his houſe. Lou will elſe be 
made fon ten for every debt that he con- 
tracts; and Hãte ver may be:his difficulties 
hereafued; he will know that to extricate 


imſef effemo then helhas But to talk of 


dying, and to ſhew you ſword or a piſtol.“ 
f so, then,“ ſaid Cecilia, looking down 
while ſhe ſpoke,” . ſuppoſe 1 muſt again 
go to Mr. Delvile's.” 
Fhis was by no means the purpoſe of 
Mr. Monckton; who ſaw not more danger 
to her fortune: with one of het guardians; 


than to her perſon with the other, He ven- 


tured,” therefore, to recommend to her a 
reſidence” with Mr. Briggs, well knowin Ng 
that his houſe would be a ſecurity again 
her ſeeing any man — to himſelf, and 
hoping 


CECTILI AS aw 


hoping that under his roof. he might again 
be-as unrivalled in her opinion and e 
as he formerly was in the country. 
But here the oppoſition of Cecilia was 
too earneſt for any hope that it might be 
ſurmounted; for, added to her diſlike of 
Mr. Briggs, ja repugnance to ſuch an ha- 
bitation was ſtrongly, though filently en- 
creaſed, by her ſecret inclination to return 
to St. James's-ſquare. B Hoe es wn 
1 mention not Mr. Briggs as an hit ble 
hoſt,” ſaid Mr. Monckson;- after liſtening 
to her objections, but merely as one more 
proper for you than Mr. Delvile, with whom 
your fixing at preſent would be but ill 
chou ght ot im the- world.“ {1210099 bee 
4 enge obe Sir 2. Why! Ce Sr e : 
TOY 5. Becauſe he has a on; for whole ſake 
alone. it would be vniverſally ceneluded you 
changed your abode: and, to give any pre- 
tence for ſuch a report, would by. no means 
accord:) with: the aiual dehigaef of your 
conduct. 2 . gh yh al os 
Cecilia was :confenndMi hy this ſpeech * 
they truth-of:the.ahavgedbbe felt, a A pro- 
bability of m_ cenſure ſhe did modanendif- 
pute... mirlrg fil gn w nohsgq mars! hn. 
gav eee eee 
to beware o the ſehemts and artiſices:of Mr. 
Harrel, which he foreſhwwouldriberinnu- 
merablez- He: taldizhergo:toog tha with 
FE K 5 | reſpect 
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reſpect to Sir Robert Floyer, 
ſhe had better ſuffer the report t 
itſelf, which in time it muſt 3 
than give to t ſo much conſequence as to 
ſend a' meſſage to the Baronet; from which 
he might pretend to imfer that hithertorſhe 
had been ones; or the would have ſent 


to:him ſobher, 000) non} a owe 
But the 4 ra this ad vibe was, 
that as he found Sir Robert: by nq means 


ro be dreaded, he tioped the report if gene- 
rally circulated and credited, tight keep 
off other pretenders, and eg N or Lins 
ceive young Delvile. U 


The purport for hen Cecilia he hac wibed 


this conference was, however, wholly nun- 


anſwered; Mr. Monckton, enraged by the 
conduct of Mr. Harrel, refuſed to talk of 
his affairs, and could only mention him 
with deteſtation: but Cecilia, leſs ſevere in 


her judgment, and more tender in her 


heart, would not yet give up the hope of 


an amendment ſhe ſo anxiouſly wifhed; and 


having now no other perſon to whom ſhe 
could apply, determined to conſult with 
Mr. Arnott, whoſe affection for his filter 
would give him a zeal in the affair that 
might fomewhat {upplyt _ placg of ſuperior 
abilitie k hots cl ls 0 cared 4 
There was, indeed, wh n to be loſt i in 
making the projected attempt, for no ſooner 
5 


Was 


S EMTEC as 
was the immediate danger of ſuffering re- 


| moved, than the alarm wore away, and the. 


penitence was forgotten; every thing went 
on as uſual, no new regulations were made, 
no expences abated, no pleaſures. forborn, 
not a thought of . hereafter admitted : and 
ruinous and terrible as had been the pre- 
ceding ſtorm, no trace of it was viſible in 
en ſerenity of the preſent calm. 
An occaſion of diſcuſſion with Mr. Ars 


nott very ſpeedily offered. Mr. Harrel ſaid 


he had obſerved in the looks of his friends 

at the Pantheon much ſurpriſe at the ſight 
of him, and declared he ſhould take yet 
another meaſure for removing all ſuſpicion. 


This was to give a ſplendid entertainment 


at his own houſe to all his acquaintance, to 
which he meant to invite every body of any 
conſequence he had ever ſeen, and almoſt 
_ body he had ever 9 of, a! 41 
life. 

Levity ſo wüsten am . ; pings of onal 
travagance fo irreclaimable, were: hopeleſs 
prognoſties; yet Cecilia would: not daſiſt 
from her deſign. She therefore took the 
earlieſt opportunity of ſpeaking with . Mr; 
Arnott upon the ſubje&, when ſhe openly 
expreſſed” her uneaſineſs at the-ſtate of His 
| brother's affairs, and warmly acknowledged 
her Uiſpleaſure at his diſſipated way of life. 
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Mr. Arnott ſoon ſhewed that example 
was all he wanted to declare the fame ſen- 
timents. He owned he had long diſap- 
proved the conduct of Mr. Harrel, and 
rretnbled at the ſituation of his ſiſter. They 


then conſidered what it was poſſible to pro- 


that might retrieve their affairs, and 
concluded that entirely to quit London for 
ſome years, was the only kings that re- 


mained of ſaving them from en de- 


ſtruction. V fink S707: 
Mr. Arnett, ste es abauzze fearfilly; 


and averſe to the:raſk, told his faſter their 


mutual advice. She thanked him, ſaid ſhe 
was much. obliged to him, and would cer- 


tainly conſider his propoſal, and mention it 


to Mr. Harrel.— Parties of pleaſure, how- 
ever, intervened, and the ee was 
neglected. 
| Cecilia then again ie herſelf. Mrs. 
Harrel, much ſoftened by her late acts of 
kindneſs, was no longer ofended by her 
interference, but contented | herſelf with 
confeſſing that ſhe quite hated the country, 
and could only bear to live in. it in ſummer 
time. And when Cecilia very earneſtly ex- 
poſtulated on the weakneſs of ſuch an ob- 
8 to a ſtep abſolutely neceſſary for her 
future ſafety and happineſs, ſhe ſaid, foe 


could do no worſe than that if already rained, 
| and 
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_ therefore that ſhe thoug ht it would be 
ery hard to expett from ber ae a — 
— £395 10 D A 11 
It was in vain- bee be d 
Mrs. Harrel's love of pleaſurer was ſtronger 
than her tand therefore, 
though ſne liſtened to Toa with : patience, 
ſhe concluded with the ſame min 
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reſolved upon talking + with Mr. Hau 
ſelf: and therefore, taking an opportunity 
which he had not time to elude; ſhe in- 
genuouſty told him her opinion of his dan- 
ger, and of the. manner ounfeabels it wien 
be avoided. Inc 

He paid e de 10 ber ak 


vice, but ſaid ſhe was much miſtaken with 
reſpect to his affairs, which he behtved he 
ſhould now very ſpeedily retrieve, As he 
had had the preceding night an uncommon 
run of luck, and flattered himſelf with: being 
able very ſhortly to pay all his debts, and 
begin the world again upon a new core. 
This open confeſſion of gaming was but 
a new ſhock to Cecilia, who [ſeeupled not to 
repreſent to him the uncertainty of ſo ha- 
zardous a reliance, and the inevitable ievils 
of ſo deſtructive a practice; e.. 
She made not, however, the leaſt im- 


preſſion upon his mind; he aſſured her he 
doubted 
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doubted not giving her fhortly.a good | ac- 
count of himſelf, and that living in the 
country was a reſource of deſperate which 
need not be anticipated. 

Cecilia, though grieved and provoked by 
their mutual folly and blindnefs, could 
proceed no further: advice and admonition 
the: fpared not. but authority ſne had none 
to uſe. She regretted her ineffectual at- 
t to Mr. Arnott, who was yet more 
afflicted at it; but though they con: 
verſed. upon the ſubject by every: oppor- 
unable to relate 
any ſucceſs from their efforts, or to deviſe 
any plan e N ns 
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"EA N. time ybn Belvil failed not 
to honeur Cecilia: ihtroduction of 


bite ee Mrs Marvel -t2waiting upon that 
gentleman as ſoon as the ill effects of his ac- 
ident at the Pantheon permitted him to 

leave his own House. Mr; Harrel, though 


juſt going out When ke called; was:defirous 


of being upon good derms with his family, 
and therefore wok him up ſtairs 6 yy 
Wan lt and ipvited Wm a and 
cards the next vening, 12e 3 9131.23 
Cecilia, 'who was with Mis, Harrel, did 
not ſee bim without: emokion; which was 
not eh leſſened by che taſk of thanki 
him for Raitt anlvare he Punthsonz- 
2 uiring how he had himſelf fared. No 
* however; of emotion appeared in re- 
— either When he firſt alidreſſed, or af- 
terwards' anſwered er: the look of ſolici- 
tude Wick which ſhe had beem ſo much 


ſtruck wen- they daſt parted was no longer 


difeetriable,> and the! voice of fenhibility 
whiich | hhalivinovell zipcher doubch, was — 
ger to de herd His general (eaſe, and 
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natural gaiety were again unruffled, and 
though he had never ſeemed really indiffer- 
ent to her, there was not the, leaſt appear- 
ance of any added partiality. © — 

Cecilia felt an involuntary mortification 
as ſhe obſerved this change: yet, upon re- 
flectian, ſhe ſtill attributed his whole, beha- 
viour to his miſtake with reſpect to her & 
tuation, and therefore was but the more 
eme! by the eee he aFalionally 

trayed. 9 T 1 Hyg TILA RG 7519159 
The invitation for the- next evening was 
accepted, and Cecilia, for once, felt no re- 
pugnance to joining the company. Young 
Delvile again was in excellent ſpirits; but 
though his chief pleaſure Was evidently de- 
rived from gonverſin I e had the 
kg ion to obſerve. that he. ſeemed.19, t 


e undoub Pee of the Haronet, 
pa retreatin n he approached, and 
as careful, h ga yield bin place 


if he adyanced, as, when he was d Ma 
tO guard-it Hg, 11 qthers. VISA felt 5 
Hut hen Sir Robert as emp. ed at 

cards, all l 5.ceal 90 he neglected. nor 
to engroſs her. almpſt wholly... He, was eages 

to ſpeak. to her of the ird of Mr. Belfield, 
hich he told her wore now. a bettes aſpect. 
Thaletter, indeed, of recommendation,which 
he had. thewn,,to. her, had failęd, 124 the 
nobleman to whom it was written had al: 
12 3 ready 


4 


had even that. — binteck in his higher 
18 


—— 


reflection wil make him Blatt ar this un- 


E D H aj 


ready entered into an engagement for his 
ſon ; but he had made application elſewhere 
which he believed would be ſucceſsful, and 
he had communicated his proceedings to 
Mr. Belfield, whoſe ſpirits he hoped would 
recover by this proſpect of employment and 
advantage. It is, However, but tod true. 
he added, „that I have rather obtained his 
conſent to the ſteps Lam taking, than his 
approbation of them: nor do I believe, had 
I previouſly conſulted him, I ſhould- have 


views, Ris ſpirit” en, and he is — 
leſs and hop HA ſcarce condeſcending 
accept rel of” Fri the bitter reme hikes 
that h e expected preferment. Te how- 
ever, will'blont this acüte ſeffbinty, and 


reaſonable delicacy.” Bot we muft patiently 
ſooth him till he is more hithſelf; or while 
we mean to ſerve, we ſhall: only rorment 
him. Sickneſs, ſorrow, and poverty have 
all fallen heavily upon him, and they have 
all fallen at once: we muſk! not, therefore, 
wonder to find him intractable, when his 
mind is as much depreſſed, as his YOU on 
enervatea,”””- --* 

Cecilia, to whom his i and ths 
rofity always gave freſh delight, ſtrengthen- 
ed his opinions by her concurrence, and 
confirmed his deſigns by the intereſt whick 
ſhe took 1n them, 
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From this time, he found almoſt daily 
Foy occaſion for calling in Portman- 
Square. The application — Cecilia in fa- 
vour of Mr. Belfield gave him a right to 
communicate to her all his proceedings con- 


cerning him; and he had ſome. letter to 


ſhew, ſome. new ſcheme to propoſe, ſome 
refuſal. to lament, or ſome hope to rejoice 


over, almoſt perpetually : or even when 


theſe failed, Cecilia had a cold, which he 
came to enquire after, or Mrs. Harrel gave 
him an invitation, which rendered any excuſe 
unneceſſary. But though his incimacy with 
Cecilia was encreaſed, though his admira- 
tion of her was conſpicuous, and his fond- 
nels for her ſociety ſeemed to grow with the 


enjoyment of it, he yet never manifeſted 


any doubt of her engagement with the Ba- 
ronet, nor betrayed either intention or de- 
ſire to ſupplant him. Cecilia, however, re- 
pined not much at the miſtake, ſince ſhe 


thought it might be inſtrumental to procur- 


ing her a more impartial acquaintance with 
his e than ſhe could rationally ex- 


pect, if, as ſhe hoped, the explanation of 


his error ſhould make him ſeek her good 
Br r with more ſtudy and deſiggn. 

Jo ſatisfy herſelf not only concerning 
the brother — the ſiſter,. ſhe again viſited 
Miſs Belfield, and had the pleaſure of find» 


ing her in better ſpirits, and hearing that the 
noble 


— 1 dare 4 the Had al- 
CAPS mentioned, and whom Cceilia had be- 


fore ſuſpetted/to,he-yourg Delvile, had naw 
pointed out to him a mæthod of conduct by 


which, his affairs might be decently zetriev- 
ed, and himſelf creahly employed. / Miſs 
Belfield ſpoke of the plan vith the higheſt 
ſatis faction; yet ſheacknowledged- that her 


mother was extremely diſcontented with it, 
and that her brother himſelf was rather led 


by ſhame than inclinstion to its adoption. 
Yet he was evidently eaßer in his mind, 
though far from happy, and already ſo 
much better, that Mr. Rupil ſaid he would 
very ſoon he able t leave his room. 
Such was the quiet and contented ſitus⸗ 
tion af Cecilia, when one evening, which 
was deſtined for : company at home, while 
ſhe was alone in the drawing :roam, which 
Mrs, Harrel had juſt left ta anfwer 4 nate, 
Sir Robert Floyer accidentally came 1 
ſtairs before the: Other gentlemen. 1 21 
Hal cried: he, 4 moment be ſaw 
her, at laſt have I cha good fortune” to 
meet with. you alone |. chis, indeed, 18 aids 
ur L thought: I wha. always ta be de- 
ned?) Goten VOOR Rat.: 00 Us 40111 
He was then che her; but Ce. 
cilia, who- mrunk involuntary at the-fightof 
him; was-retreating haſtily to quit thoir6om; 
wan daddenJy recollecting that no better 
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opportunity might ever offer for a final ex 
planation with him, ſhe irreſolutely ſtopt; 


and Sir Robert, immediately following, 


took her hand, and Preſſing it to his lips 


as ſhe endeavoured to. withdraw it, exclaim- 
ed © You are a moſt charming creature!” 
when the door was opened, and ybung Del- 
an at the ſame moment Was mans 20 
appeared. 18 3125 A PRs 08 IEF 
Cecilia, colouring violently, and extreme- 


iy chaglined, haſtily | diſengaged herſelf 
rOIN 


his hold. Delvile ſeemed uncertain 
whether be: ought to retire, which Sir 
Robert perceiving, bowed to him with an 
air of mingled triumph and ern and 
ſaid 5 Sir your moſt obedient! ? 


Fe doub b. however, in Which every. one 


iately removed by the return of Mrs. 


44 4 


Hal. and the arrival at almoſt the ſame 


moment of more company. 1.75 
The reſt of the evening was ſpent, on a the 


Patt of Cecilia, moſt painfully: the expla- 


nation, ;{he, had Pong oy had ended in worſe 
than nothing, y ſuffering the Baronet 


to detain her, ſhe had rather at a diſpo- 
ſition to oblige, than any intention to diſ- 
card him; and the ſituation in which ſhe 
had been ſurpriſed by young Delvile, was 
the laſt to clear the ſuſpicions ſhe ſo little 


wiſhed him-to harbour : while, on his _ 
the 
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the accident ſeemed to occaſion no other al- 
teration than that of rendering him more 
than uſually aſſiduous to give way to Sir. 
Robert whenever he approached her. 
Nor was Sir Robert flack in king ad- 
vantage of this attention: he was highly in 
ſpirits, talked to her with more than on 
mon freedom, and wore the- whole evening 
—_— 4 exuleingit gifatisfaction; 17 4 
eciha,- pravoked by this preſumption, 
hurt by the- behaviour of s pref Delvile 
and mernfied' by the Whole Bir, deter- 
mined to leave this miſtakę no longer in the 
powęr of accident, but to apply imamiedi- 
ately to Mr. Delvile ſenior, ald detire him, 
as her guardian; to wait upon Sir Robert 
bimlerf, and acquaint him that His 2 
rance in purſuing her was both Eels an 
offenſiye; and by this tnethod Th pe ge at 
once to diſentangle her ſelf for ever from the 
Baronet, and to diſec ver- Jo Foy, hang 
ſentiments of y i "hep 
vacation ge ure i 
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H E following morni ne; therefore, Ce. 
:citia}went-eatly d S James '$8quiate ; 
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and, after che uſt nal veremdnies of refutes 


and long Waiting, the” was few into an 
apartment where ne fund Mr. Dedvile and 
D 290d” Ha95utI3E 10 20 
tridhe rejoiced- to ſes thein togethel, and des 
termihed to make knows? ro "ther oth the 


e apologies and a littze hefirarion; ? 
told Mr! Delvile; that renesura Ape Dy io 
offers of ferving her, ela tak tie” 
berty to call upon h. with u wie to En- 
treat Hid aſſiſtance 15: 97107 160 2111971712 

Vong Detvity> ittmechlatelh nerifins, 


wou have quired'the rodm thut ee 


aſſuring him ſhe rather deſire Nhat Me 


to ſay ſhould be known than kept ſecret, 


aged that he would not diſturb himſelf. 
Delvile, *pleaſed with this permiſſion to 
hear her, and curious to know what would 
follow, very readily returned to his ſeat. 
7 IM ſhould by no means,” ſhe continued, 


by 11 WW 52 have 


- — 


d have ctobgnt of W 'even to the 
moſt intimate of my friends, the partialit 
which Sit Robert Fleyer has been pleaſed © 
ſhew me, had he. left to te the choice of 
_ publiſhing or concealing it: but, on the 
contrary, his n behaviour ſeems intend- 
ed not merely to'difphy it, but to inſinu- 
ate that it meets wich my approbatibn. Mr. 
Harrel; -alfo, utged by too! moch © wittnth 
of friendſhip, as encouraged this belief; 
nor, indeed; do Fknow at preſertt where the 
miſtake Noßs, nor What it is report has not 
ſcrupled to affirm. - But F think Tought nd 
. to neglect i id, and! therefore F have 
umed to folieie your” adyſte in what 
ne T'miy” more Wr 
it. 397+ 2 N : + 1159 801 21 
The extreme durfte of ydung Pelvile 
at this ſpeech was not more evident than 
pleaſant to Cecilia, to whom ir àcdohHted 
for all that had __ WO his condbct; 
while it initiated every expeRtari6n gn the 
wiſhed to ehevarage,” 3 enn 
„ The behaviour of 1 Mr. Hatrel, 2 
ſxyered Mr. Delvfle, & Has by no means been 
ſuch as to fend mie tb Forget that his Fathet 
was che fon of Newark öf Mr. Grant! wit 
lived in the neighbor of tm y fflendt ald 
relation the” Duke F Derwent. nor can J 
ſufficiently congratulate myſelf that I have 
always <declniod acking with him. THe late 


Dean, 
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Dean, indeed, never committed ſo ſtrange 
an impropriety as that of nominating Mr. 
Harrel and Mr, Briggs coadjutors with Mr, 
Delvile. The i impropriety, however, though 
extremely offenſive to me, has never oblite- 
rated from my mind the eſteem 1 bore the 
Dean: nor can I poſſibly give a greater 
proof of it than the readineſs I have always 
ſhewn to offer my counſel and inſtruction to 
his neice,'. Mr, Harrel, therefore, ought 
certainly to have deſired Sir Robert Floyer 
to acquaint me with his propoſals before he 

ave to him any anſwer. 

a Undoubtedly, Sir,” ſaid Cecilia, wil- 
ling to fhorten this parading harangue, but 
as 22 that intention, will you think 
me too impertinent ſhould I entreat the fa- 
vour of you to ſpeak with Sir Robert your- 
ſelf, and explain to him the total inefficacy 
of his purſuit, ſince my determination a- 
gainſt him is unalterable? ?? 

Here the conference was interrupted by 
the entrance of a ſervant who ſaid ſomething 
to Mr. Delvile, which occaſioned his apo- 
logizing to Cecilia for leaving her for a 
few moments, and oftentatioully aſſuring 
her that no buſineſs, however important, 
ſhould prevent his thinking of. her affairs, 
or detain, him from returning to her as ſoon 
AS x6 potÞ ble. 


The aſtoniſhment of young Delvile at. the 
ſtrength. 


£ 86:16 244 


er. laſt, expreſſion kept him 
1190 $7 fas after His, father if dhe 


roam; then, with a countenance that 

Rill gar] Ker his, aptäzement, he ſaid & Is it 

poſſihle, „Miss Beverley, that J oat tyice 

Nes been thus, egregioully deceived ?. or 

rather, that the hole town, and even 18 

moſf. intu | # of your: friends, ; ſhould 79 
X. 


acco ye perſiſſed in a 
P Of Bare pete Celle 60 3 


En Ow not, ON: Wy AE had any concern 


155 To im 105 Ua ut for my intimate 
friends, I haye mh 2525 make it probable 
_ they Gould 105 a oi o, Rrangely 


Mi ae ' baus 10 
e mes”? dach Was bon 
one be ought 30. know, the WS 1 My 


the 1 intell ce. hy 2 , 

i þ = ple then,” Tajd Celia, to 
acquaint me who it was? 
Mr. Harrel himſelß ;.who communi- 
cated it to a lady 1 in DB Nevis a at a 


vblie 7 _— 
Cec ber 


geren 4, apo roof ſo EO 0 
his falſehood, ut made. e any anſwer. 
“Even yet,” continued he, ,I can 
8 feel undecei ed 3 your engagement 
We poſitix. gur conhexion bor irre- 
ate ro, 0 fixed, L wean, He 

PE tated, a little embarraſted; but then 
Vor. * L ſuddenly 


— 
- 
— ü 


thing that related to ſo diſagree: 
port in any doubt, ſnhe reſolved to tell him 
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ſuddenly exclaimed, vet whence, if to 
neither favourable, if indifferent alike to Sir 


Robert and to Belfield, whence that ani- 
mated apprehenſion for their ſafety at the 
Opera-houſe? whence that never to be for- 


gotten ob ſtop him! good. God will nobody 


op bim! — Words of anxiety ſo tender 
and ſounds that ſtill vibrate in my ear! 


Cecilia, ſtruck with amazement in her 


turn at the ſtrength of his own expreſſions, 
bluſhed, and for a few minutes heſitated 


- how to anſwer; him: but then, to leave no- 


able a re- 


ingenuouſly the circumſtances that had oc- 


caſioned her alarm: and therefore, though 


with ſome pain to her modeſty, ſhe confeſ- 


ſed her — that ſhe had herſelf provoked 


the affront, though her only view had been 


to diſcountenance Sir Robert, without 


meaning to ſhew any dittinction to Mr. Bel- 


field. 


Delvile, whe, nd. chanmelt Sth the 


| candour of this explanation, ſaid, when ſhe 
had finiſhed it, You are then at liberty? 


Ah madam how many may rue ſo 


dangerous a diſcovery !*? 


Could you think,” aid Cecilia, en- 


deavouring to ſpeak with her. uſual caſe, 
that Sir Robert Floyer would be found 
ft irreſiſtible ?? ? 


* Oh 


| CECILT A ww 
* Oh no!” cried he, far otherwiſe, 
a thouſand times I have wondered at his 
happineſs; a thouſand times, when I have 
looked at you, and liſtened to you, 1 
thought it impeſſible !—yer my authori 
fora kodiigdelble. And Ren was I ” 
diſcredit what was not uttered as a conjec- 
ture, but aſſerted as a fact? aſſerted, too, 
by the guardian with whom you lived? and 
not hinted as a ſecret, but ere a 4 
point ſettled ? nt t- 

Fet ſurely,“ ſaid Cecilia, 1 you kve 


heard me make wc of expreſſions that could 
not but lead you to ſuppoſe there was ſome 
miſtake, whatever might be the nee 
which had Wen your belief“ 


% No anſwered he, I never ſuppoſed 


any miſtake, „though ſometimes- F chought 


you repented your engagement. 1 con- 


cluded, indeed, you had been unwarily 
drawn in, and I have even, at times, been 


tempted. to 3 my ſuſpicions to 


you, ſtate your independence, and exhort 


you as a friend, exhort you to uſe it 


with ſpirit, and, if you were ſhackled un- 
willingly, incautiouſſy, or unworthily, to 
break the chains by which you were con- 
fined, and reſtore to yourſelf that freedom 


of choice upon the uſe of which all your 


| happineſs muſt ultimately depend. But I 


doubred if this were honourable to the Ba- 
rqnet, — 


L 2 


2 e E 11 1 4 


rotiet, — and what, indeed, was my riphe t to 
ſuch a liberty? none that every man might 
not be proud of, a wiſh to do honour to 
myſelf, under the officious pretence of ſerv- 


I ing the moſt-amiable of women.?“ 

A Mr. Harrel,“ ſaid Cecilia, „has been 

3 ſo ſtrangely biggotted to his friend,” that in 

A his eagerneſs to manifeſt his regard for him, 

3 he ſerms to have forgotten every other con- 

4 ſideration; he would not, elſe; have ſpread 

4 1 widely a 1 e that could ſo Wl: Rand . 

ig | qu 5 23 

b wr If Sir Robert, 6 „bee bony 60 0 hi 

11 ſelf deceived while he deceives others, who 

A can forbear to pity him? for my own part, 

4 inſtead of repining that hitherto I have been 

A miſtaken, ought I not rather to bleſs an 

4 error that may have been my preſervative 

9 from danger ?” 

g Cecilia, diſtreſſed ; in what manner to ſap- 

3 port her part in the converſation, began 

il now to wiſh the return of Mr. Delviſe ; 

5 and, not knowing what elſe to ſay, ſhe: ex- 

I Pee her ſurpriſe at his long abſence. 
. It is not, indeed, well timed,“ ſaid Fe 
i young Delvile, juſt now, —at the mo- y 
1 - ment when—” he ſtopt, and preſently ex- 1 
bl claiming © Oh dangerous interval!“ he S 
74 - aroſe from his ſeat in manifeſt diſorder. ti 
Cecilia aroſe too, and haſtily ringing the 5 
1 bell, f faid Mr. Delvile I am ſure is - ſt 
. , 3 taine " 
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tained; and tkerefore 1 wiltorder my chair, 

and call another time.“ 

Do I frighten you. away *. ſaid he, 

aſſuming an appearance more placid. 

No anfwered 8 reg I: would 

nor haſten Me. Delvile“ un l en 020148 
A ſervant tben came, and aid che chair 


was read 


She would immediately have followed 
dim, but young Delvile again ſpeaking, ſne 


ſtopt a moment to hear him. I fear,“ 


faid he, with much heſſtation, I have 
ſtrangely expoſed myſelf —— and that you 
eanhot —-but the extreme aſtoniſhment? 


he ſtopt again, in the utmoſt confuſion, and 


then adding © you will permit me to attend 
you to the chair,“ he handed her down 


| ſtairs, and in Auikting ber; bewen without 


yin a word more. 
Cecilia who was almoſt wholly: indiſſer- 


ent to every part of the explanation but that 


which had actually paſſed, was now in a 
ftate of felicity more delightful than any-ſhe 


had ever experienced. She had not a doubr 


remaining of her /inflience over the mind of 
young Delvile, and the ſurpriſe which had 


made him rather betray than expreſs his re- 


gard, was infinitely more flattering and ſa- 
tisfactory to her than any formal or direct 


declaration. She had now convinced him 


* Was diſengaged, and in return, though 
L 3 without 
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without ſeeming to intend it, he had con- 
vinced her of the deep intereſt which he took 
in the diſcovery. His perturbation, the 
words which eſcaped him, and his evident 
ſtruggle to ſay no more, were proofs juſt 


ſuch as ſhe wiſhed to receive of his partial 


admiration, ſince while they ſatisfied her 


heart, they alſo ſoothed her pride, by ſhew-. 


Ing a diffidence of ſucceſs v ich aſſured her 
that her own ſecret was ſtill ſacred, and that 
no weaknels or inadvertency on her part had 
robbed her of the power e ling digni- 


ty with the frankneſs with which ſhe meant 


to receive his addreſſes. All, therefore, that 
now employed her care, was to keep off any 


indiſſoluble engagement till each ould be 


better known to the other. 


For this reſerve, however, ſhe had leſs 
immediate occaſion than ſhe expected; ſhe 


ſaw no more of young Delvile that day; 
neither did he appear the next. The third 


ſne fully expected him, — but ſtill he came 


not. And while ſhe wondered at an ab- 


ſence ſo uncomnion, ſhe received a note 
from Lord Ernolf, to beg permiſſion to- 


wait upon her for two minutes, at any time 
ſhe would appoint. 5 | 
She readily ſent word that ſhe ſhould be 
at home for the reſt of the day, as ſhe wiſh- 
ed much for an opportunity of immediately 


finiſhing every affair but -one, and ſetting 


her 


— xj 
Oo 
1 , On 


C E C I LI. A. 
her mind at Uberty to think only of that 
which ſhe deſired ſhould proſper. . 

Lord Ernolf was with her in half an hour. 


She found him ſenſible and well bred, ex- 
tremely deſirous to promote her alliance 


with his ſon, and apparently as much x leaſ- 


ed with herſelf as with her fortune. He ac- 
quainted her that he had addreſſed himſelf 
to Mr. Harrel long ſince, but had been in- 
formed that ſhe was actually engaged to Sir 
Robert Floyer: he ſhould, there dre, have 


forborn taking. up any part of her time, had 


he not, the preceding day, vhile on a viſit 
at Mr. Delvile's, been aſſured that Mr. Har- 
rel was miſtaken, and that ſhe had not yet 


declared for any body. He hoped, there- 


fore, that ſhe would. allow. his ſon the ho- 


nour of waiting upon her, and permit him 
to talk with Mr. Briggs, who he underſtood 


was her acting guardian, upon ſuch matters 
as ought to be ſpeedily adjuſted. 
Cecilia thanked him 455 the honour he in- 


tended her, and confirmed the truth of the 
account he. had heard i in: St. James' s- ſquare, 


but at the ſame time told him ſhe muſt de- 
cline receiving any viſits, from his lordſhip's 
ſon, and intreated him to take no meaſure 
towards the. promotion of an affair which 
never could ſucceed, 

Ne ſecmed much concerned at her an- 
ſwer, and endeavoured for ſome time to 
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{often her, but fölind her 1s Ready thing J 
88 


civil in her refuſal, that he was obljj 
however unwillingly, to give up po at- 
r. Pa vt 
Cecilia, when he was gone, reflected with 
much vexation on the readineſs, of the-Del- 
vile's to encourage His viſit; "the confider- 
ed, however, that the, intelligence he had 
heard might poſfibly be gathered in gene- 


ral converfation; but ſhe blamed herſelf | 


that ſhe had not ed to ſome enquiry hat 
part of the family he had ſeen, and'who was 
preſent when the information was given 192 
Mean while ſh- found that veicher C 
neſs, diſtance, nor averſion were ſufficient 
to repreſs Sir Robert Floyer, who continu- 
ed to perſecute her with as much confi- 


dence of ſucceſs as could have ariſen from 


the utmoſt encouragement, She. again 
though with much difficulty, ect to 
ſpeak with Mr. Harrel upon the ſubject, 
and openly accuſed him of ſpreading a re: 
port abroad, as well as countenancing an 


expectation at home, that had neither truth 


nor juſtice to ſupport them. 

Mr. Harrel, with his uſual levity and 
careleſIneis, laughed at the charge, but de- 
nied any belief in her diſpleaſare, and af- 
fected to think ſhe was merely playing the 
coquet, while Sir Robert was not the leſs 
her decided choice. | 
| 60 
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Provcked and wearied; Cecilia refolved 
no longer to depend upon any body but 
herſelf or the management of her own af- 
airs, and therefore, de conclude the buſi- 
eſs without any poſſibility of further ca- 
villing, the wrote the. OY note to Sit 
Rober herſelf. 1 CREE E * A 


' > © 4 2 WWD 5 5 Ct Ve JIE 


"To Sie Küster Froves, Then 15 


N is Bevt EY Kr com | 
to Sir Robert Floyer, and as ſhe has ſome - 
reaſoncofear Mr. Harreb did ndt explicit 
acquaint him with her anſwer to the com- 
miſſion with which he was entruſted, ſhe 
thinks it neceſſary, in order to obviate any 
poſſible miſunderſtanding, to take this me- 
thod of returning him thanks for the ho- 
nour of his good opinion, but of begging at 
the ſame time that he would not loſe a mo- 
ment upon her account, as her thanks are 
all ſhe can now, or ever, offer in return. 
Portman-ſquare, 


May 1 1th, 1779. 


To this note Cecilia received no anſwer : 
but ſhe had the pleaſure to obſerve that Sir 
Robert forbore his uſual viſit on the day ſhe 
ſent it, and, though he appeared again the 
day following, he never ſpoke to her, and 
ſeemed ſullen and out of humour. | 
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Yet ſtill young Delvile came not, and 


ſtill, as her jurpriſe encreaſed, her tranqui- 


lity was diminiſhed. She could form no 
excuſe for his delay, nor conjecture any rea- 
ſon for his abſence. Every motive ſeemed 


to favour his ſeeking, and not one his ſnun- 


ning her : the explanation which: had ſo 


lately paſſed had informed him he had no 


rival to fear, and the. manner in- which he 
had heard it aſſured her the information was 


not indifferent to him; why, then, ſo aſſi- 
duous in his viſits when he thought her en- 


gaged, and ſo ſlack in all attendance when 
he knew ſhe Was at e E | 
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Un. N A B LE to de herſelf fro this ; 
perplexity, Cecilia, to divert her cha- 
grin, again viſited Miſs Belfield. . She had 
then the pleaſure to hear that her brother 
was much recovered, and had been able 
the preceding day, to take an airing, whic 
he had borne fo well that Mr. Rupil had 
charged him to uſe the ſame Exerciſe every 


mor nin 


_ And wil he?“ ſaid Cecilia. i 
No, madam, I am ſadly afraid not,“ 
ſhe anſwered, for coach hire is very ex- 
penſive, and we are willing, now, to ſave 
all we can in order to help fitting him out 
for going abroad.” 

Cecilia then earneſtly entreated her to ac- 
cept ſome aſſiſtance; but ſhe aſſured her 
ſhe did not dare without the conſent of her 
mother, which, however, ſhe undertook to 
obtain, 

The next day, when Cecilia called to hear 
her ſucceſs, Mrs. Belfield, who hitherto had 


kept out of ſight, made her appearance. 
L 6 She 


„ Ee 1. 


She found her, alike in perſon, manners 
and converſation, a courſe and ordinary wo- 
man, not more unlike her ſon in talents and 


acquired aecompliſhments, than diſſimilar 


to her daughter in ſoftneſs and natural de- 
| licacy. 415; & $$$ £:. 43: 23s MT $f ha a 
The moment Cecilia was ſeated, ſhe be- 
gan, without waiting for any ceremony, of 
requiring any ſolicitation, abruptly to t 
of her affairs, and repiningly 0 relate her 
r Abi x 
I find, madam,” ſhe ſaid, you have 
been ſo kind as to viſit my daughter Henny 
a great many times, but as I have no time 
for company, I have always kept out of th 
way, having other things to do than fit gil 
to talk, I have had a ſad time of it here, 
ma'am, with my poor ſon's illneſs, having 
no conveniencies about me,. and much ado 
to make him mind me; for he's all for ha- 
ving his own way, poor dear foul, and I'm 
ſure I don't know who could contradict 
him, for it's what I never had the heart to 
do. But then, ma'am, what is to come of 


it? You ſee how bad things go! for though 


have got a very good income, it won't do 
for every thing. And if it was as much 


again, I ſhould want to ſave it all now. 


For here my poor ſon, you ſee, is reduced 
all in a minute, as one may ſay, from be- 

ing one of the firſt gentlemen in the town, 
8 to 
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leave me, and ſe: in foreig! 115 
you was a- mother „öuffelk, eh 
uld not think has ſuch good — 
RO ettle ?” f ſaid Celia,“ No, he A 
Boes for a year or two,” * © 
© That's more than 1 can hs. madam, 
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Peet body elſe ;. 2 nobody knows What 
happen in that time. And how I ſhall 


. up hen he's beyond ſeas, I am 


ſure I don't know, for he has always been 


the pride of my life, and every penny I 
fired for him, 1 thought) 0 have n paid 


unds.“ wy 

* E You Will in have. your. dayghter, and 

225 s ſo amiable, that I am ſure you can 
want no conſolation. ſhe will not geanu 
to ive you.. 

But what is a daughter, madam, to 
ſuch a ſon as mine? a ſon that 1 7 0 to 
have ſeen living like a prince, and ſending 
his own. coach for me to dine with him! 

And now he's going to be taken away. from 
me, and nobody knows if I Hall live till he 
comes back. But I may thank myſelf, for 
if I had but been content to ſee him brought 
up in the ſhop—— yet all the world would 
have cried. ſhame. upon it, for when he was 
quite a child in arms, the people uſed all to 
ſay he was born to be a gentleman, and 
would hve to make many ia fine Bay s heart 
ache.” +: 57 

« If he can but make; .your heart eaſy,” 
faid Cecilia, ſmiling, © we will not grieve 
that the fine ladies ond ip the pro- 
phecy.” 

O, ma' am, I don't mean by that to ſay 
he has been over gay amo Nin ladies, for 


it's a thing I never heard of him; and I = 
ay 
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* if an l was to take a faney to him, 
ed find there. was. not a modeſter you 
man in the world. But you muſt 
think what a hardſhip. it is to me to have 
him turn out ſo unlucky, after all I have 
done for him, when. I thought to have ſeen 
him at the to p 95g tree, as one may. fay !!” 
He ll. yet,. 1 E 4 ſaid Cec ia, 
© make you re) Jede in all your kindneſs 
him: his health is. already returnĩ 05 
his affairs wear again a more 2 0 
aſpect. 2 1 5 . th 5 of | 
„ But 0 you- : up 
having him ſent two or three hundred an thi 
away from me, with ſome young maſter to 
take care of, is the way to make up to mẽ 
what I have gone through for him why 1 
uſed to deny - myſelf every thing in the 
world, in 25 to ſave money to b. 
ſmart cloaths, and let him go to the Opera, 
and Ranel agh, and ſueh ſort of places, 1 
he might — himſelf in fortune's way! 
and now you ſee the end ort here he 18, 
in a little ſnabby room up two pair of Rairs, 
with not one of the great folks coming near 
him, to ſee * bes fo 155 as voy or 
alive: gm ei, 
1 do not) wonder,” iid Colitis, 0 that 
ou reſent xl: ſhewing ſo little gratitude 
for the pleaſure and entertainment they 
have e received from him: but e 1 
; ort. 
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. Cecilia, Again 5 ene 40 "give de 
comförk; but fading her 'only atisfactio 

was to Expreſs het” diſcontent, the aroſe te 


take leaye,, But ;turning, firſt te Miſs" 1 


field, contrived 0 ake 52 privice Enquir 
whether ſhe might repeat her offer of ah 


ance, 
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ance. A downcaſt. and d ecied look an- 
ſwering i in the affirmative, The put into her, 
hand a ten pound bank note, and wiſhi 
them good Armin, hurried out of, the 
room. 


ſtopt by her mother, who called out, 


ae What i is it ?—How much is it?—Let me 


; look. at it! And then, following Cecilia 
herſelf, ſhe thanked her aloud all the way 
down, Trairs for her gentectneſs, aſſuri ring her 
55 would not fail making: it known, to her 
. 
ecilia at 1 Sara PROVE bai &- 
and exhorted her by no means to mention 
it; after which ſhe got into her chair, and 
returned home; pitying Miſs Belfield for 


the unjuſt. partiality ſbewn to her brother, 


and excuſing. the proud ſhame he had ma- 


bes of his relations, from the vulgarity 
45 ſelfiſhneſs of hen ! was at the head 


em. 3 
Almoſt a fortnie FI had now elapſed ſince 
ber explanation ich yeung Delvile, yet not 
once had he been in Portman: ſquare, though 
in the fortnight which hat preceded, ſcarce 
a day, had paſſed Wan? had not afforded 


him ſome pretence for calling there. 


At len h a note 2180 from Mrs. ; 


Delvile. it contained the” moſt flattering 


e for her long abſcnice,. and a 
| | _ preſſing 


Miſs Belfcld was running aftet ber, but 


al 
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preſſing. invitation that he would dine and | 


ipend the next day with her. 


Cecilia, who had merely drain haps 
ſelf the pleaſure. of this viſit: from an ap- 
prehenſion of ſeeming too deſirous of keep- 


ing up the connexion, now, from the ſame 


ſenſe of propriety, determined.upon making 
it, wiſhing equally to avoid all appearance 
of conſciouſneſs, either by ſeeking | or avoid- 
ing the intimacy. of the family. 55 

Not a little Was her anxiety to Libs in 
what manner young Delvile would. receive 
her, whether he would be grave or gay, agi- 
tated, as during their laſt converſation, or 
eaſy, as in the meetings which had Pre- 
ceded iti 

She found Mrs. Delvile, however, alone. 


and, extremely kind to her, yet much ſur- 


priſed, and half diſpleafed, that ſhe had ſo 
long been abſent. Cecilia, though ;ſome- 
what diſtreſſed what excuſes to offer, t, Was 


happy to find herſelf ſo highly in fayour, 


and not very reluctant to ) promiſe more fre- 
quent viſits in future: 
They were then ſummoned to dinner; 


but ſtill no young Delvile was viſible.; they 


were joined only by his father, and f the found 
that no one elſe was expected. 
Her aſtoniſhment now was greater than 


ever, and ſhe could account by no poſſible 
conjecture. for a conduct fo Ketron amp 


Hitherto, 
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Hithertb, whenever ſhe had "viſited in St: 
James' 8 ſquare - by appointment, the air 

with which Re had recerved her, conſtantly 
announced that he had impatiently waited 
her arrival; he had given up other engage. 


mehts to flay with her, he had openly ex- 


HF: his hopes that ſhe would 'never be 
long abſent, and ſeemed to take a pleaſure 
in her ſociety to which every other was 
inferior. And now, how ſtriking the dif- 


- Ference | he fore all Vifits at the houſe 


where ſhe reſided, he even flew from his 
| Whom When he knew the: was approaching 
Fe 
Nor was his te ody 06 of which 
his day was productiye; Mr. Delvile, when 
tl he ſervants were withdrawn after dinner, 
. oc concern that he had been 
cet from her duting their laſt con- 
N and added thar he would take 
Ki pi of opporttmſty to talk with ber 
I fore matters of importane. 
then began the ufual parading pre- 
lude, which, Feen! all: occaſions, he thought 
hectfary N in order to enhance the value of 
his nie ppl wn, Xemind her of her infe- 


riorfty and imprefs het with a deeper fenſe 


of the honour which his guardianſhip con- 


ferreck pon her: after which, he proceeded : 


to make à formal (enquiry whether the had 
8 Uiſfaiſſed Sp Robert Foyer? 1 
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- Sh aſſured him ſhe had. 

I underſtood my y Jar, ate 4, a 
acres of his fon i * 

* , Sir. anſwered Chee, — 85 
never mean to receive them. 

„Have you, then, any other engage 
ment?“ 

No, Sir,“ cried ſhe, colouring beryer 
ſhame and dif pleaſure, none. at all.“, of 
This. is. a very extraordinar cireum- 
ſtance | !” replied he: © the ſon of an earl to 
be rejected by a young woman of no, RO: 
and yet no reaſon aſſigned for it!? 
This contemptuous ſpeech. ſo ęru 


ſhocked Cecilia, that though he continued 
to harangue her for a great part of the after- 
noon, ſhe only anſwered him when. com- 


- pelled by ſome queſtion, and was ſo evi- 
dently diſcompoſed, that Mrs. Delvile; who 


perceived her uneaſineſs with much con- 


cern, redoubled her civilities and careſſes, 
and uſed every method in her power to 
- oblige and enliven her. 


Cecilia was not ungrateful for her care, 


5 and ſhewed her ſenſe of it by added ow 
and attention; but her mind was diſtur 


and ſhe quired the houſe AS, ſoon , 3 


Was able. 99 ' 
11 


Mr. Delvile's ſpeech, from his previ 


| nn of meter haughtineſs of his 


character, 
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character, would not have occaſioned her 


the ſmalleſt emotion, had it merely related 


to him or to herſelf: but as it concerned 


Lord Ernolf, ſne regarded it as alſo con- 
cerning his ſon, and ſhe found that, far 
from trying to promote the union Mr. 
Monckton had told her he had planned, he 
did not ſeem even to think of it, but, on the 


* 


contrary, propoſed and ſeconded with all 


his intereſt another alliance. 


This, added to the behaviour of young 
Delvile, made her ſuſpect that ſome en- 
gagement was in agitation on his own part, 


and that while ſne thought him ſo ſedulous 


only to avoid her, he was ſimply occupied 


in ſeeking another. This painful ſug- 


1 which every thing ſeemed to con- 
r 


m, again overſet all her ſchemes, and de- 


ſtroyed all her viſionary happineſs. Yet 


how to reconcile it with what had paſſed at 
their laſt meeting ſhe knew not; ſhe had 


then every reaſon to believe that his heart 


was in her power, and that courage, or an 
opportunity more ſeaſonable, was all he 
wanted to make known his devotion to her; 


why, then, ſhun if he loved her? why, 


if he loved her not, ſeem ſo perturbed at 


the explanation of her independance ? 


A very little time, however, ſhe hoped 


| would unravel this myſtery; in two days, 


the entertainment which Mr. Harrel had 
- planned, 
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planned, to deceive. the world by an ap- 


pearance of affluence to which he had loſt 


all title, was to take place; young Delvile, 
in common with every other perſon who 


had ever been ſeen at the houſe, had early 


received an invitation, which he had readily” 
promiſed to accept ſome time before the 
ed the period of their 
Should he, after 
Sed, fail to keep his 


converſation that ies 


appointment, ſhe could no longer have any 
doubt of the juſtice of her conjecture; 


ſhould he, on the contrary, again appear, 
from his behaviour and his looks ſhe might 
e be able to gather why he had ſo 


long been abſent. 
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